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L. A’seniox'nefénée;MinisEry spokesman claims that
Tel Aviv by mid~afterncon today had placed 150 tanks on
‘Ehe west bank of the canal near Groat Bitter Lake. The
spokesman stated that''the. Isracli, bridyeh#ad on the west
bank was about eight miles wide -he ne
' four miles wide to the south.
25%1

alreraft to SAMs this morning. |

2. The Isracli 6fficial said that four Egyptian

-brigades were attémpting.'to envelope the bridgehead and

indicated that Tel Aviv had plans for rapid withdrawal
Of the force should this become necessdry. Large-scale
tank battles also continued Lo rage in the central.,
sector of the Sinal front this afternoon, but details

-on these battles are lacking. Tel Aviv claims to have

destroyed 110 Egyptian tanks today and to- have shot down
20 Egyptian aircraft. Tel Aviv acknowledges losing six
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. . 3. The Syrian £ront appears to have been tho
quietest today since’ the war began. There was little
activity either on the ground or in the air. A high-
level Israeli military officer repoirts that Damascus

18 using the lull to r¢-eqguip two 'of its' armored ,
divisions with new ‘tanks délivered by the Soviets to

the’ Syrian ports of Latakia and Tartus.

25xl-human | THE EGYPTIAN FRONT

. .. ) .}' !

4. Cairo and Tel Aviv confinue to report extremaly
heavy fighting in the &inai, but neither! is providing
many details, Israel.olaims o have destroyed 110 tanks
and 20 aircraft todav. ]

5. An Isracli military spokesman has roported that
thg Israeli tagk force on thé west bank Was substantially
. ¥einforeced during the night. e claimed that as of mid-
_afterncon today Israel had) about 150 tanks as well as
o5yl Artlllery on the wdst bank’ and that the task force had
. overrun BEgyptian aftillerv units snd ocsrdénrad some’ :
bridging ecuipment.

According to the Israeli, the Egyptions 55¢

force of four brigades 'frofm the west bank and the Calro

. araa to attack the Israecli. forece. Caird also Ls raport-
edly planning to launch a large alr attack on the force
and the ponton bridge placed by the Israplis across the
canal. The Israeli spokesman said the Egyptians have

Severed some of their own hridges to prevent their use

by Israeli forces.
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7. Tel Aviv has not; characterized the canal CLOSS=

ing as the beginning of ad major offensive, but has beon

%giczvfﬁ eﬁg&gé:rth? Succéis of the asmall initial force.
S e d 2ver, 1s not likely to sacrifice the task
subsequantiy L btian abtack and may vitharay it and
the canal. ) nen @ﬁogﬁfr such assault elsewhere on

.y g. Egyp’t iS draftin' . ‘ f . s

; P : g additional manpower, accord-

iggo§?~i“ iragi néws service. The serwicg quoées an §
cement published. in Cairo today calling all 19-

year-glds t 113 otk |t ey gmnp \
5 to military'service. The normal consoription -

age is 20 The move j :
0. . 18 apparently a contingency for
Prolonged warfare; the consceripts are ﬁepor%edlg ngt

* scheduled to be tf : 4 .
.end. of tha.mogzh?ééou?h'mlth meglcal tests until the
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L2. Tel Aviv remaing concerned over the Saoviet
resupply effort. ‘An Israeli military spokesman stated
that two Syrian divisions-=the lst and !3rd armored divie
slong==are refarming thh new - aquipment from the USSR.

. He stated that new. tanks are being unloaded daily at

Tartus and Latakia and Lhen transported to Damascus fox
agsembly . .
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SOVIET NAVAL ACTIVITH*IN'THE MEDITERRANEAN

17. No Sovxet ﬁarqn ships have gonc through the

.Bosporus southbound tuday, and no addltmonal CArgo . ”hLPB
care expected to enter Syrian or EgprLan ports within
Cthe next 12 heurs. Two Soviet cargo ships axe still in

Latakia dnd scvwnuwlnﬁluding a tanker==-are in Alexandria.
18.  The pQSitlan of Soviet combatants remain

eSsentlally unchanged. Two medium landing ships that

have been cast of -Cyprus have apparcntly left to return

.¥o the Black Sea. An'LST and the three medium landing

shlps that waent 1hrouqh the Bosporus yesterday are northe
east of Crete, plobably headinyg for the northeast Cyprus

area, Two additional ! LSTb are due to Leave the eastexn

Madlterranean Wluh!ﬂ thg nuxt coupla of days.

19, 'Lhrﬂb aevimt shipg cﬁntlnuc tc tLall the USS
Independence souuh of . Pvate. :

_SOVIET POLITICAL ACTIVITY o y
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.22. A broaduast today on ‘Moscow's "unofficial®
.Radio Peace and Proyress took a dzatmnrtly dovish tone
"regaxding Lhe war. In the context of praise for Sadat's
proposals Wednesday regarding a pesace settlement, it
lamented the quarter century of Arab-Israeli conflict
that has "depléted the resources of both countries." The
broadeaat went on .to note that Mistory has demonstrated
that armed conflict is unable 0 ervadicate the sources
of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Although Soviet commentar-
ies throughout the conflict have restated Moscow's xnterm
stain a settlement of tha war, they generally have not.
stressed so. ahalplg the . futalxty of hostilitics.

.‘SAUDI ARABIA OIL. PI?.(JDUCTION‘ cuT (SENSITIVE)

Tha Arab producing states have promised to

malntain oil deliveries to “ﬁrlendly“ countries that
give Arabs ‘"effective material help," but no major
industrial country presently falls into this category.. .

6 .
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26. T 'all Tle Arew produsees epbnd Loy s 1O-pags
gerif: ftenthly reduction and applied it uniformly to all
exkports, the impact on the United States, Western Lurope,
Canada, and Japan.would be as shown in-the tabulation.
H : . 'Monthly Import Percent of Consump-

. - : ! . Decline (b/d) tion in the First Month

United States = - 160,000 . 1.0
Western Europe . .- 1,130,000 7.2
Japan | T : 230"000 ! ‘ 4.2 25X1-human

Canada . : "15,000 ' 0.8

FEDAYEEN-LEBANON: .. . o

. . . o, t . . .

27. The Isracli border with Lebdnon is becoming
more active. The:lIsraelis c¢laim thatiguerrilla hit-and~ .-
run actions are on the increase, and the Lebanose have
complained‘about‘morﬁar;and artillery. xounds from Israel’

- £alling on Lebancse territory. This Lehanese complaint

25%1-human ° T :

has been confirmed by.a UN observation post.
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29, The Arabs who Seized the Bank of mm?iicasmghilc
Beirut comtinue to hold up to 40 people as heSPadie flot
negotiftions continue with bank officials and Lebaness
officials. The four are! demanding the, relcade O JFales
tinian guerrillas from Lebanese Jallsr'"?:hc'?i'\‘m?-_g A enia
¢4 million ransom, and an airliner to ﬁlyltlbq‘sociaii"t )
The attackers, who say they are membexs of tho -

: Feo Y - . v i ined
. Revolutionary Movement, Bay the xansom money L5 destine

to help the Arab war effort, gank'of)AmﬁflCa @eadzgiigers
has given periisgion ‘to its Belrut managen to hfiof;om

a ransom payment, but has refused another requeat e 0o
tthe raideis for foreigners to be sent in fxom ouesid

use as hostages,: Most Of tha hostages bheing held -are a
believed t¢ be Lebanése, but the US ‘Empassy has  learne
that onc is a UsjﬁitiZ§W; X
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32. Fuwaiti Pinahce ‘Minister Atigi has weported that
Kuwait is about to relpasé to Jordan approximately $42
million of. the frozen Kuwaiti subsidy. -Kuwait is nat,
atigi said, contemplatingretroactive payments for any
pariod before 1 April 1973. ;
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34, Looking forward to the possibility of an
emergency UN Generdl Assembly sessjoh qecessxtateq by
gtalemate in the $acurity Council, ‘some Japanese Emretgn

" Ministry officials helieve Japan should make a statement
in support of the Arab ciuse. The US kmbassy in Tokyo
comments that the rest of the government alsaq would bid
likely to fesl that & segura aupply'of:petro;eumhshgg
be the primary concern of any Japanesé vate in the UN.
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