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THE WHITE HOUSE

105-X
WASHINGTON
—TOP SECRET/UGMBRA ‘DIA, DOS, and NSA URGENT INFORMATION
review(s) completed Janua.ry 6’ 1973
MEMORANDUM FOR: HENRY A. KISSINGER (03316008 pagecots o
FROM: ' PHIL ODEEN
SUBJECT: Preliminary Assessment of December 18-29
ON-FILE NSC RELEASE .
Air Effort

INSTRUCTIONS APPLY

DIA has provided a concise summary of Linebacker II results (Tab A).

Major damage was inflicted on the rail, telecommunications and
electrical systems. Considerable damage was done to storage areas
and transportation repair facilities although lucrative targets remain,
Quite rapid repair of transportation and electrical generating facilities
appears feasible. The highway and POL supply systems were not struck
extensively.

Despite the heavy damage done during the recent sirikes, the DIA assess-
ment indicates a number of targets that were not struck, Many of these
targets, however, are in Hanoi and Haiphong or near the Chinese border.
In addition, many targets will require periodic restrikes to prevent

rapid recovery. '

Rail System. Prior to the resumption of air strikes, the rail system
north of 20 degrees had almost completely recovered from the earlier
damage. During Linebacker II, 19 rail targets were attacked resulting
in train movement being effectively halted in the Hanoi and Haiphong
areas. The rail lines north to China are still operating and were little
affected by the strikes. NVN has shown its capability to restore rail
operations rapidly and maintenance of the current degradation will
require restrikes. There are 26 authorized rail targets not yet hit,
particularly bridges and yards where destruction would impede rail
movements from China to the Hanoi area.

' Highway System. No major strikes were directed against highways
and related facilities. All roads are operational in fair to good condi-
tion, permitting diversion of priority cargo from rail to road. Only
one highway-related installation (a truck Park) was on the authorized
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target list and there are several other truck parks which could be hit,
The most lucrative highway target is the Dong Dang truck storage area
which is very near the Chinese border,

Water Transport. Reseeding of mines was accomplished and the
major ports remain closed, Some inland waterway transshipment
points were damaged by B-52s. Seeding of MK=-36 destructors at six
waterway junctions will degrade the water transport system. DIA
suggests several other areas where the seeding destructors would
further degrade NVN use of waterways.

©

POI, System; Substantial damage was done to two POL stcﬁ"a.ge depots
involved in distribution in the Hanoi and Haiphong areas. The pipelines
and associated storage areas through which POL is imported from China
were not hit, The 11 key receiving depots on the main POL pipeline
around Hanoi and north toward China are potential high priority targets.

Telecommunications Systems. Substantial damage was dgne to the

radio system which was hit for the first time. There has been a

partial disruption of national-level military command and control
communications and a reduction in circuits available to communicate

with NVN forces outside the country. Some radio broadcasting has

been eliminated or forced to lower power which is affecting transmission
quality, Destruction of the remaining facilities, which are now overloaded
with priority tasks, is identified by DIA as a potential priority target.

Electric Power, NVN was suffering power shortages prior to the
resumptmn of bombing, with about 60 percent of the total capacity out
of operation. All four of the’'major power plans still in operation were
hit as well as two plants on which repairs were advanced. Assessment
. of results is not yet complete. However, it has been determined that
‘.'_,‘the Hanoi plant was severely damaged and put completely' out of opera-
: ‘- tioms.” Other pla,nts réceived da.mage a.nd are temporarlly operating . .
- e '.-below ca.pa.mty. Thus,! “the, percenta.ge of mopera.ble power. capa.mty has n
l.s . heenincreased from 50-to.70 or 80 percent ahd restordtion of earlier .. -
' S damage reta‘rded .If all major plants. were .outof operation," 'Hanoi-and
alphong would be forced to rely. entirely on:small, local diesel stations - .
, .-a.nd porta.ble genera.tors wlnch can sat:tsfy only a.bout 10.percent of normal .
- demand, Alternate transformer stations in I-Ianm are identified as
‘ ‘possa.ble ta.rgets as well as the power plants wh1ch are still opera.tmg
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Storage Areas. Eleven of 14 authorized storage targets were attacked.
The considerable damage will slow the flow of war materials to the
south and the rehabilitation effort.

Industry. Five vehicle repair facilities, five shipyards and two
construction plants were hit, The most important results are eliminating
the only known facility for overhaul of armored vehicles and closing the
main cement plant (although damage to the cement plant was primarily

to storage facilities). Most vehicle repair was, however, already tdking
place in the field at temporary locations. NVN had made little effort

to repair such facilities damaged by earlier bombing, -

Air Defense, MIG reations were sharply reduced by repeated strikes
at each MIG field, Over 20 known SAM sites have been specifically
targeted in addition to continuing suppression attacks., Nevertheless,
over 100 missiles per day were being launched, almost certainly by
relying on the mobility of SA-~2 systems. Some shortages of missiles,
probably resulting from the high level of firing, have been reported.

Political/Psychological Impact. In a brief comment DIA states that
there were indications that NVN anticipated new air strikes and some
evacuation action began early in December. Further steps to evacuate
the cities began after the bombing resumed.

The intensity of the U, S, air operations was almost certainly beyond
the expectations of NVN. Morale suffered, but there is no evidence to
indicate that the government will be unable to control the situation.
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MLMOKANDGUM FOR MR, SISBINGRER

FROM: Helmut Sonneafeldt

EUBJEST: French Fears of Ut =toviet Collusion and
' PNeutralization” of Germany

Fompidon's visit to Brezhnev high- 25X1
light two current French concerns and I'ompidou's efforts to deal with
them:. These concerns are:

-= that the U.&. and the Soviet Union have been colluding against
West Turopsan, specifically ¥rench, intarests in MB¥FK, &1, and
the Cerrman queation; and

-« that the end result of what the & reach conceive o be Uf=Zoviet
MDBFR deals and of the implementation of the West German~Tagt Gorman
treaty will be a neutralized Germany

25X1

25X1
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Much of this surfaced in a clearly backgrounded Lg Monde story from
Moscow publighed on the day before FPompidou's visit., It complains that
although the Russians had courtesously kept Fraance informad of the
Sumrnit talks in May, this had changed after your visit to Moscow in
Septembesr, and the freach are no longer being kept ag couranf on US-
Sovist talks. The deal on scenarios and your "igterveatioa' in the four
Power Berlin declaration in Cetober is a triumph of bipolarity. The
.8, and the Soviet Union make ali the key decigions and then invite the
Ruyopeans {0 sign,

But France cas assert itself, since Pompidou remalns the oaiy poasible
furopean parines {or Moscow and because there have been signs of
recent troubles in the Soviet-US relationship (Le Mpade cites: Vietnam,
delaye in the natural gas deal, and a 86 LT isgue), Yvan so, Pompidou
knows that the Soviets give priority te relations with Wasghington, not
Paris.

Tab L

A Paris cable quotes Fompidou as saying at a January 2 press conferance
in Mingk that Brezhaev had asked France to participate in MBFR, thak
France could not change her position guddenly, but that he had “noted

with interest” both the "detallad conception’ of Zoviet visws on MBFR

and Soviet reasons for wanting French participation. Tatu adde that this
translates into an increase in flexibility in the French MBFR position.

The Soviet Union'e pleas on MBFR had bad seme eliect on Pompidou,.
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By puiting out this line prier to his visit to Brezhnev, Pompidou was
pogturing again as Russia's only —urop.«an intolosuteur yaiable, the
champion of Carcps's interest against the two suparpowers, and ae
the only statesreza capable of convincing Brezhnev that he should alter
his deplorable peopensity to bilateralism with Washington, fSucha
poss »nhances Fomnpidou's prospecte with the eleactorate.

More importaat [oc us, he may be gignailing a dernand that we cut him
into our decisionemaking on -uropran sscurity issues at an eax ly stage
if we want Bis support in CbUF and MBFR. The alternative 18 & ¥Franco~
German alignment against us on some of them, potnathing our Lrnbassy
in Bonn scnges (last paragraph of Tab 1) is already beginaing. This
comes through most clearly in his press conlerence remark that
Brezhaev had provided him with 8 detailed explanation of the Foviet
position -« the tmplication evidently being tbat it was better than any

we have given him. (7his is dislageauous in view of your sxtengive

talks on this matiar with iebi4, Scehursanns aad him.)

AGlLhe
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