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_THIE MESSAGE wILL QIvE YOU A LITTLE MORE FLAVOR OF THE .
srruarroa HERE AYD BACKGROUND TO THE'COURSE OF ACTION I HAVE, AQKED -
.YPU TO TMPLEMENT IN THE PREVIOUS MESSAGE. .
2. AS WE PLOT 'OUT OUR COURSE OF ACTION NOW, THE PRESIDENT AND YOU
"SHOULD KNOW HOW I STARTED MY MEETING WITH THIEU THIS AFTERNOON,
1) SPOYE FIRST AND TOLD HIM THE FOLLOYING. I INFORMED HIMN OF THE
EXTREMELY: ¥ *THUSIASTIC REACTION OF LON NOL AND SOUVANNA PHOUMA..
CFALSO TOLD HIM THAT IF I WENT AHEAD WITH THE FINAL LEG I WOULD
 PROPOSE TO THE DRV THAT THEY REMOVE SOME OF THEIR DIVISIONS® FROM
MR- WITHOUT: ARNOUNCING THIS AND THAT THE REINFORCEMENT PROVISTONS o
“OF THE AGRELCNENT WOULD MAKE IMPOSSIBLE THE REJNTRODUCTION OF THESE e
~TROOPS. 1 TOLD*HIM AS WELL THAT WE WOULD TRY TO GET THE FARAGRAPR o i3
- IN THE- A&REEMEﬂT CONCERNING THREE EQUAL SEGMENTS FOR THE COUNCIL = - 0
" CHAMGED.: FINALLY T SAID THAT IF I FAILED TO GET EITHER OF THESE .
'GlﬁCESaIﬁNﬁ FROM THE OTHER SIDE I WOULD RETURN FROM THE FINAL LEG- = . .=
ITHOUT, MAKING AN AGREEMENT, - I DID THIS IN OBDER TO GATR TIME THROUGH
HE_ELECTION PERIOD. THIEU REFUSED ALL OF THIS. WITH THE ARGUMENT. .
HAT HZ wouLD ACCEPT “HO POLITICAL PRESCRIPTIONS IN ANY FORM, ' IAM
xrws BUNRER TO SEND AS CLOSE TO A VERBATIM ACCOUNT AS. POSSIBLF |
THAT THE PRESIDENT CAMN SEE WHAT WE WERE UP AGAINST. . R
1t THE PERIOD NOW BEFORE US T THINK IT ISiABSOLUTELY: IMPURATIVE ©
% THAT WE ‘NOT SHOW :ANY' RERVOUSNESS. EVERYONE SHOULD EXUDE: OPTIMISM .~
. aND GIVE THE.IMPRESSTION THAT WE MAY BE VERY CLOSE TO AN AGRELMENT, .0 . =
' IF §E ARE HARD-PRESSED: BY QUESTTIONS WE SHOULD 'STMPLY SAY THAT. - 1 "
“TECHNICAL DETAILS ALWAYS ARISE IN THE LAST .STAGE OF NEGOTIATIONS. .
#ND.1F wE ARE REALLY PRESSED TO THE WALL WE SHOULD. CONCENTRATE ON - .
THE QUESTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES IN THE SOUTH, AT ALL COST
\WE MUST AVOID LETTING THIEU BECOME THE OBJECT .OF PUXLIC SCORN, NOT
\FOR HIS SAKE UT FOR ‘OUR OWN. TIF THIEU EMERGES AS THE VILLIAN, EVEN
¥ WE: PINALLY OVERCOME HIS OBJECTIONS, EVERYTHING THAT QE HAVE DONE o
T YEARS WILL BE IHROWN INTO QUESTION. "
"QVER A PERIOD OF WEEXS WE CAN STILL BRING
ORCLUSION. T HAVE ASKED BUNKER TO GI
IGENCE. Imnzcarzs&tn T HE X8
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A CEASEFIRE. IT 18 THFREFORE L! ELY TH 'I HE WILL
; ECIALLY IF WE REMAIN FIRM AFTER THE' ELK ‘MA L
g HAND, TF KE DOES NOT YBMZD THERE 1S STILL .A GO0 “CHA&C&"?HAT?‘ *
HANDT pﬁa WE BOULD SIGN- AN AGREEMENT WHICH :WE WOULD RECOMMEND TO THE
| OTHER PARTIES THAT THEY ACCEPT. THIS wOULD GIVE THIEU AN OPPORTUNITY
TO CLAIY THAT HE WAS RAPED RUT INM THE END HE WOULD YIELD. WE -
CSENULD DO:p PURELY BILATERAL DEAL OMLY AS A LAST RESORT..
1 5. L wNOW. THE PRESIDENT IS VERY RELUCTANT TO END THE BOMBIHNG
SPIHOUT AN AGRSEMENT. HOWEVER IN THE PRESENT CONTEXT WE NOT ONLY
“HAVE LITTLE CHOICE BUT I BELIEVE THAT IT IS AN UNALLOYED PLUS. - S
(FIRST COF ALL EVERYONE WILL RELATE IT TO NE.RLY COMPLETED NEGOTIATIONS. =
gSfCQ*DLY, YHILE WE HAVE A MORAP CASE FOR BOMBINGMORTH VIETNAM WHEN 8
"IT D923 QT ACCEPT OUR - ‘PROPOSALS, IT SEEMS TO BE REALLY STRETCHING
THE Porr TO ‘BOMB NORTH VIETKAlY WHEN IT HAS ACCEPTED OUR PROPOSALS =
| AND WHER SOUTH VIETNAM HAS NOT. IF WE NCWw STOP THE BOMBING ANF THEN . 7
HARNOT REF ISESTO-MAKE A BILATERAL DEAL IN THE AROVE SENSE,. THEN WEN \
5-CAN RESUME THE BOMBING WITH ALL THE GREATER EFFECT. ALSO OUR . = =
[STOPPINZ THE BOMBING NOW WILL ALSO SHOW TO THIEU THAT WE MEAN -~ 0 o
BUSINSSS, THUS, DESPITE WHAH I. KNOW ARE PROBABLY YOUR OWN RESEpa.ﬁ““"*J.
|TIONS ON THIS ISSUE, T KNOW YOU WILL MAKE THE STRONGEST CASE POSSIBLE = %
ITO THE PRESIDENT, YOU SHOULD DO EVECYTHING POSFIBLE TO GAIN TIS R
CONCURREYCE TO END THE BOMBING FOR AT LEAST THE PERIOD HHAT-1 YOULD .
HAVE BEEN IN HANOI. T SEE NOTHING BUT DISASTER IN MOCK TOUGHNESE .
NOW, TWE YOULD HAVE #0 BASIS TO GET MOSCOW OR PEKING TO HELL US WITH=- =
JouT 4 BON%ING ‘HALT, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL NOT THINK WE ARE GETTING
smwx SIﬁCE THERE ARE ENOUGH : o

| sroarzs &cw suaazsrxﬂe THAT WE ARE ' S

ﬁNEAR AGREEMENT,  WE CTAN MAXE CPEAR THAT THERE ARE ONLY A FEY ;« L

sREUATIVELY MINOR-FETAILS STANDING IN THE WAY OF AN AGREEMENT. T.. "

LEAVE TO YOU THE BEST WAY TO PRESENT THE ARGUMENTS FOR STOPPING THE
OMBING TO THE PRESIDENT AND AM COUNTING ON YOU TO S&ET HIS CON- -

URRENCE -IN AT LEAST THE INTERIM HMALT FOR THE NEXT FEW DAYS. .

«  YOU WILL BE INTERESTED TO XKNoWw THAT YOUR MISSIONS WITH THIEU

"HAVE BEEN NO MNMRE. POPULAR THEN MINE, HE TOLD ME THAT WE ERREVOG&BLY 03

. BROKE CUR BONDS WITH HIM WHEN YOU REQUESTED HIM LAST YEAR T0 AGREE -V”ﬂ
-TO STEP DOWH, HEIS UNFORTUNATELY PARANOIC. : R

7. DMLESS Y HEAR TO THE CONTRARY, I NOW PLAN'TO LEAVE SATGON :

,r‘ﬂowaa 409 TOMORCOW, MONDAY. BUNKER AND T HAVE A MEETING waH T e
;gﬂrnu AT 8200 IN THE MORNING BUT THIS IS STRICTLY FORMAL, IN ORDER S

¥

*_Io GIVE 4 PUBLIC Excusz 'FOR MY STAYING OVER' UNTIL TOMORROW¢A wE
AkN@I REPEAT NOT EXPECT ANY CHANGE IN HIS POSITION,
g, - IF ALL OF US CAN NOW KEEP OUR SENSE OF PERSPECTIVE AND NOTN ! i
‘ lppwzﬁ IN THE FACE OF.THIS TEMPORARY BAD TURN, WE WILL.STILL BE 0 - %
. ABLE T BET NEARLY EVERYTTING WE HAVESOUGHT. : FURTHERMORE,:IN THE”L;~gTs,;g
 LONG TERM.IT MAY BE BETTER FOR AMERICA IF WE FINISH THIS PROCESS . =~ | -
AFTER THE ELECTION, AND IT MAY EVEN HELP DURING THE MEXI Two S
‘W Evs ro EHBW THAT wE wILL NOT BE STAMPEDED BY ELECTORAL
\fm:\ . o




