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. SECRETARY ROGERS AND AMBASSADOR JOHNSON, AFTER READING. .
POLITICAL CHAPTER, MAVE DESCRIBED IT AS .A TOTAL SURRENDER. ROGERS
CMENTIONED THIS AS AN ASIDE.TO THE PRESIDENT DURING THE MEETING WITH

 PATOLICHEV AND PRESIDENT'S ENTHUSIASM IS AGATIN AT A HIGH WATER
" MARK. ME JUST CALLED ME TO HIS OFFICE AND STATED THAT I SHOULD
.~ PROVIDE TO YOU THE FOLLOWING SUGSESTIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF YOUR.
INTTIAL DISCUSSTION WITH THIEU, THE PRESIDENT BELIEVES THAT YOU
SHOILD RNT LET THIEU SEE THE POLITICAL CHAPTER UNTIL YOU HAVE DIS-
CUSSED THE MORE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE RELEASE OF POWS =
AND' VARTOUS SECURITY GUARANTEES, INCLUDING THE PRESENCE OF NORTH. . -
VIETNAMESE TROOPS. IN THE SOUTH AND THE CEASE-FIRE IN PLACE '
MODALITIZS. PRESIDERT THEN SUGGESTS THAT YOU MIGHT WISH TO . INFORM
THIEU THAT THE OTHER SIDE CONTINUES TO INSIST ON AT LEAST A FORM
. OF COALITION GOVERNMENT AND WANTS SOME ASSURANCE ABOUT THIEU'S
.- REMOVAL FROM POVER. PRESIDENT SUGGESTS THAT YOU THEN TABLE THE
" POLITICAL CHAPTER AS BEING THE PRESIDENT'S ROCK BOTTOM POSITION
WHICH HE INTENDS TO- HOLD ON AND FIGHT FOR, PROVIDED YOU CAN.BE
MORE FORTHCOMING WITH RESPECT TO THE OTHER CHAPTERS.
PRESIDENT ‘DESCRIBED -THIS AS A POKER GAME WITH THIEU IN WHICH YOU
HOLD YOUR TRUMP. CARD UNTIL THE LAST PLAY. I KNOW YOU NEED THIS
moogeeep - OF ADVICE AT THIS JUNCTURE BUT RECOGNIZE THAT THE PRESS OF
- BUSTNESS THERE MIGHT HWAVE PREVENTED YOU FROM FOCUSING ON THE
" eOmBYCT OF YOUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THIEU. HOW STRONGLY YOU WOULD
. PLAY SUCH A HAND WOULD, OF COURSE, DEPEND ON HOW FAR BUNKER HAS
. GHNE WITH HIM ALREADY. . | PR
" stL HERE ARE EAGERLY AWAITING THE OUTCOME OF YOUR TALKS WITH
THIED, T HOPE YO CAN PROVIDE US WITH A REPORT AS SOON AS IT IS
POSSIRLE, :BEST. OF LUCKX ON THE TOUGHEST OF ASSIGNMENIS. |
WARM REGARDS. : o
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