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0 State Dept. review completed vt e K730
TOPSECRET THNSITIVE @qu3“7 oCcT 72 UIE—Q&&TgHﬁMNWL (BUNKER)
FROM: ANDASSADOR BUNKER “Ea1G08 ATEZ . IMNEDIA

10 THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES OKLY FOR HEMRY A. KISSTHGER
REF WHS 22108 '

1« I DELTIVERED THE PRESIDENT'*S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT THIEU THIS
AFTERNENO0N, THIEU ASKED ME TO EXPRESS HIS APPRECIATION TO THE
PRESIDENT AND WAS 0OBVIOUSLY GREATLY PLEASED BY THE MESSAGE,

o THIEN SAID THAT HE HAD WANTED TO wRITE TO THE PRESIDERNT TO
FXPLALN THE PROBLEMS WHICH THE GVN FACED CONCERNING POINT 4 OF
OYR PEACE PROPOSALS AND THE TINTERNAL DOWESTIC DIFFICULTIES THESE
CouLp Pn8E, HWE REFERRED TOHE UNREST WHICH HAD BEEN CREATED

AUONG THE MILITARY IN 19683 (AS THE PRIME MINISTER HAD MENTIONED
TO ZEHERAL HAIG) BY RUMORS THAT DIEM, THROUGH MADAME NHU,

WAS CONSIDERING ENTERING INTO A PACT WITH THE COMMUNISTS,

3, THIZY SAID THAT AT HIS MEETING YESTERDAY WITH THE CORPS COM-
MANDERS, HE TOOX THE OCCASION TO REFER TO THE MANY RUMORS WHICH
WERE PREVALENT ABOUT AN IMMINENT SETTLEMENT OF THE WAR AND A
CEASE-FIRE, PROBABLY HEIGHTENED BY HIS MEETINGS WITH GENERAL
HAIG, AND ADXJNISHED THEM NOT TO SIVE ANY CREDENCE TO THESE _
R”bin:. HE ASSURED THEM THAT IF THERE %WERE ANY DEVELOPMENTS OF
THIS MATURE THEY wOULD BE INFORMED. THE GV#, HE SAID, WILL
CONTINUE TO COLLABORATE WITH 1U.,S. PEACE INITIATIVES. HE WARNED
THE# THAT THE PERIOD BETWEEN NOw AND THE U.S. ELECTION WAS A
SENSITIVE ONE wHICH THE COMMUNISTS wOULD LIXE TO TAXE

eDVANTAST OF BY SPREADING RUMORS AND PROPAGANDA. THEIR (THE
CNRPS COMMANDERS) DUTY wAS TO CONSOLIDATE MILITARY GAINS, TD

KEEP PUSHING BACK THE ENEMY, A{ID TO RESTORE PACIFICATION. THIZU
SATID THaT HE HAD ADMONISHED THEM THAT “WE MUST NOT BE AFRAID OF

8 PEACK SETTLEMENT™.

4, THIE! ZAID THAT HIZ LETTER TO THFE PRESIDENT wWOULD NOT BE READY
BEFORE <1MDAY TNDICATING, T THINK, THAT HE NOTED THE PRESIDENT'
SUGBGESTION THAT HE CONS IOER THE SUBSTANCE OF THE PRESIDENT'S MrS-
SAGE BLFORE COMPLETING HIS LETTER. I THINK THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER
CANE AT & MOST OPPORTUMNE MOMENT; IT CLEARLY HAD A REASSURING

AND STEADYING EFFECT ON THIEZI,
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