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conT THE DAY IN R T ALOEG YITH NEGROPONTE, KRAEKER AND

BRQ”WT S ERRIVED I8 HUE TN THE MDST OF SOME EXCITEMEU] 2§T$
RESHLT OF EARLY AM 1370M SHELLING OF Ny OUTSKIRTS OF“THE cItY,
Too ATTACY BY FIRE WAS BRIEF KILLING ABOUT 8 CIVILIANS BU JoT
T8 My UITW OF ANY GREAT SIGNIFICANCET. IT WAS PROBABLY LAURCHE
AN EFFORT TO THFLUENCE THE QUANG TRI OFFENSIVE. o Lo

" TUTTEET 16 SUCCESSTOR WITH GERERAL TRUONG €6 MR 1, GM% A

FARTNE DIVISIOK CG, GEMERAL DOKG ATREORNE CG, GEN PHUEé? .
DIVISION GG AKD GEMERAL THI 28D DIVISTON CG. ALL EXC THE
L ATTS2 WERE COLFIDENT AND NOT PARTICULARLY APPREHENSIVE £
CAPABILITIES. THE MARTNES WERE CONVINCED THAT THEY © DIUISTON
GorLp FMVE TO THEE DMZ RAPIDLY AND WITH EASE. TH% AIRBO%&QIS VISTON
ot wag A THOUGH CORFIDENT THOUGH PROPERLY CONCERNED WITH HI L
Flany. HE TOOK NE ASIDE AND ASXED IF FOR POLITICAL REASONS E
Sumin b PRESS TO TAKE QUANG TRI BECAUSE IF SO HE COULD DO 3 .
oR TIREZ DAYS. T TOLD HIM YES BUT OKLY TF 1HE MOVE WERE  ThES
STRATESICALLY SOUND CONSIDERING THE THREAT TO HIS FLANK. Iy, TH
SEGARD TT 15 INTERESTING THAT THE WEAPONS BEING CAPTURED IN THE
SRIuT ART TN THE RATIO OF ONE TO ONE BETWEEN CREY SERVED ﬁ%EMY
TNDTUIDIAL WEAPORS. THIS WOULD TEND TO SUGGEST THAT THE EN 1y

16 gunRT OF INFANTRY AND HAS ESTABLISHED A FACADE FORCE OEO%E -
ATRORAFT ARTILLERY 8HD TANKS. IT IS ALSO INTERESTING TO E Tho
RoR TIE ©0ST PART THE ENEMY BEING ENCOUATERED IS NOT FIGHTING BU
ADAUNONTNG KIS WEAPONS AND EVEN SOME TANKS. THE ATRBORNE )
STVI&TRT 1S HOWEVER GETTING SOME PRESSURE FROM ITS LEFT FLANK.
Te1e nv THE AIRSORNE HAD “A SHARP CONTACT FROM TANKS AND INFANTR
I+ LuTeY OVER 173 ENEMY WERF KILLED AND SEVEN WERE CAPTURED.

© iy oyt ASSESSMENT ADRITTEDLY BASED UPON THE MOST L IMITED
VeouLsaeE 1S THAT TPE OFFENSIVE SHOULD CONTINUE UKRTIL QUANG TRI
T& LI%eaaTED. ALL THE COMHAMDERS I SPOKE TO WERE CONFIDENT THAT
Thz rrmiy waS MUGH WEAKER THAM HE HAD BEEN. ALL CLEARLY EMPHAQELV\
A &uano nonp TP ENEMY MORALE, TRAIRING AND COMPETENCE. comyEngLTﬁw
ML ARve URITS WERE STROKGER TODAY THAN DURING EARLIER PHASES OF THE
TNEMY OFTENSIVE. .
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1 4A3 TMPRESSED AND PLEASED TO SEE Mow GEN TRUONG HAS
IVPROVEN FIRE COORDIMATION IM MR T. HE HAS ESTABLISHED A DIRECTION
CEPTER WHICE IMCLUDES ALL NMNAVY, AIR AD ARTILLERY - US AND GUN
(4 Y goeTRM STTE. THIS SYSTEN cOMBIAED WITH SOPHISTICATED SHELL
REPORT I MG HAS BREATLY IMPROVED ARVN'S
ARTLITY TO LOCATE Amp vesimor gublY ARTILLERY.

my DISCUSSIONS WITH GEHERAL PHU, NOY CHARGED WITH THE DEFENSE
AF HUE AS THE AIRBORNE AMD MARINES MOVZ MORTH, HAVE ADDED TO
Tus 1yoRESSION THAT THE ERENY IS NO L ONGER CAPABLE OF TAKING HUE

. EVE® wITH THE THINNING OF FRIEZ&DLY FORCES WHICH HAS RESULTED FROM

TWE AFFENSTIVE, PHU'S DIVISION 1S5 NEYVERTHELESS TIRED HAVIRG

BEE" I COMTACT SINCE EARLY MARCH. .
o sLL OF THE ARVY COMMANDERS SEEMED VERY APPREHENSIVE ABOUT
THE PRNSPECTS FOR A CEASE FIRE. ALL REFLECTED SOME MIXED FEELINGS =-
TEAR THAT A BAD DEAL MIGHT BE IMPOSED ON THEM BUT OBVIOUSLY ANXIOUS
TQ PERCTIVE A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNMEL. ALL WERE DELIGHTED ARD
IMPRESESD WITH US ACTIONS AGAINST THE NORTH, TRUONG AND LAMN
wEpRTTANED THAT BEFORE TOO LONG THEY COULD AND SHOULD ATTACK NORTH.OF
THE DiZ IF NECESSARY. . |

.~ "GERERAL PHU STATED THAT HE BELTEVED THE ENEMY WILL NOT BE
ABLE TO RETURH I EQUIVALENT STRENGTH FOR AMOTHER FOUR YEARS IF
WE CONTINUE TO PUNISH HI¥ FOR A FEY MORF MONTHS,

" 1 SPOKE TO VOGT EARLY THIS AM PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FOR MR T.
HE 1§ FULLY APPRISED OF YOUR THINXING ON BOMBING AND WILL COMPLY.
GELERAL WEYARD IS ALSO WELL AWARE OF HOW THINGS ARE DONE IN DC
AlD OF THE MEED TO USE THE SPECIAL CHANNEL THROUGH BURKER WHENEVER
DAUSTS EXIST. \

I AM PROCEEDING MOW TO PHNOM PENH AND yILL SEE LON NOL TN

AN ‘AND THIEU TOMORROYW AFTERNOOH. 1T wILL HAVE DINNER WITH BUNKER
TONARR0Y HIGHT AND DEPART SAIGON AT 12:02 PM LOCAL FOR EL TORO
Vip CIVCFAC. WARM REGARDS. ' "
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