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TO P‘ L E“R‘E—f—SFHS4$4¥E 6115452 AUG 71 VIA CAS FHﬁﬂH’LS
FROM: AIBASSADOR BUNKER, SAIGON 6844 IHNEDIATE |
. 103 THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FGR HENRY n. KISSIMG&?
"REFS3 A) UHS 16903 B)Y SAIGOR 08183 C) SAIGON 0714
SUBJECTs MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIFU; AUGUST 31: ELECTIONS, .
i. I DISCUSSED WITH THIEU AGAIH TODAY THE PROS AlD COflS CF THE
ALTERBATIVES MENTTIONED IN MY:2818, T EMPHASIZED THE URGENT BEZED OF
HIS TARING SOME CONSTRUCTIVE ACTION BEFORE CONCRESS RECONVINES O
SEPTEMBER 7, FOR WE WOULD FIND CURSELVES Il Afl EXTREMELY DIFFICHULT
PCSITION IF WL FACED THE PROSFECT OF AN UNCONTESTED ELECTION, THE
FRESENT @UIET IS ROT Al IKDICATION OF SUPPORT 0 WHAT THE “Taﬂﬁliﬂﬁ
WILL BE LIKE WHEN CONCRESS RECOHVEHES.
2. THIED SAID THAT HE HAD TODAY AGATH ?hVIEWED WITH HIS PEVI”EPS
CTHE ALTERNATIVES WE HAD DISCUSSED YESTERDAY.
3. WITH REGARD TO ALTERNATIVE A(PEF B) THE NINIST?Y OF THE I@"FRIDR
HAD REPORIED THAT, ASSUMIKG THREE TO FIVE CAEDIDATES, THE AMEUDED
LAY WOULD HAVE TO BE PROMULGATED BY SEPTEMBER 5 WTLH FIfal DATE FOR

BEGINHING PREPARATIONS SEPTENMBER 11, . SINGE IT was CLEARLY ‘i”?ﬂﬁituﬂ_'

AL .TO GET ACTYON BY THE NATIOHAL ASSEMBLY WITHIN THIS TN BRA hhg |
THIS ALTERNATIVE HAD TO BE DISCARDED,

4, POSTPORING THE ELECTIONS (QPTION BD ALSO PP&SEFT DIY?I'U!'IFS B

WHICH SEEH TO MAKE IT IMPRACTICAL. DEFERHENT OF THE ELECTION WILL A .-
REQUIRE A COHSTITUTTONAL AMIEDMANT, THE PRESENT MaTYOUAL ASSEHBLY
WILL EXPIRE OCTOBER 1 AND THIEU BELIEVES THAT I# VIEY. OF THI PRO=
CEDURE HECESSARY TO ENACT A CONSTITUTIONAL AMEHDUENT, IT WILL BE.
DIFFICULT IF HOT IMPOSSIBLE TO PASS THE UECESSARY LEGISLATION L
WITHIN A MONTM, SINCE MANY OF TH INCUMDENTS HAVE BEEN DEFEATED, .-
IT MaY KOT BE POSSIBLE TO CONVENE THE FEVDERSHIP NZEDED TO SECURE -
A TWO~THIRDS VOTE, THE NEW ASSEMBLY will MEET OCTOBER 4 AND WILL
REQUIRE APPROXIMATELY A MONTH FOR VALIDATION OF ITS MENBIRSHIP,
ELECTION OF OFFICERS, AND ORGANIZATION, AND THERE IS WO TELLING AT
THIS STAGE WHAT THE TEMPER OF THE NEY MEUBERSHIP WILL BE, <
5. THIEY 'AND HIS ADVISERS, THEREFORE, HAVE COME YO THE CORCLUSION
THAT THE ONLY PRACTICAL SCLUTYON OF THE PROBLEI 18 TO CONVERT THE
OCTOBER 3 ELECTION TO A REFERENDUM (OPTIOHN C) AMD HE- PLAHS TO GO
AHEAD OM THIS BASIS, THE SUPRENMZ COURT HAD GIVEN ITS OPINIOH THAT
SINCE KY HAD STATED THAT HE WOULD NOT TAKE PART IN THE ELECTION, THE

. PRACTICAL RESULT WAS THAT THERE wOULD BE OHLY ONE TICKET, 4t YTHAT

THE MIHISTRY OF INTERIOR COULD CARRY OUT THE ARRAHGEMENTS °. = THE
ELECTION., THIEU HAS BEGUN WORK ON A STATEMENT HE WOULD P ‘0 WAKE,
POSSIBLY TOMORROW NIGMI, SEPTEMBER 1. THIS WOULD RECOUNT . EVENYS
WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE§ THE JURIDICAL SYTUATION; AND a ST.. ZNT

MODIFYING THE CARACTER OF THE OCYOBER ELECTION TO A IMPLh
MANDATE BY WHICH THE ELECTORATE CAN REGYISTER A VOTE OF CONMIDENCE®

OR NO CONFIDENCE IN HIS ADMINISTRATIONs. THE PARF OF THE lA;LMENT s

REFERRING TO A REFERENDUM WOULD BE ALONG THE LINES MENTIORED 1IN
MY 3714, I SUBMITTED A DRAFT TO HIM SUGGESTING LINE HE MIGHT TAXE.
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FOR A FREE ELECTION VIGOROUSLY COLTESTED BY RESPOUSIDLE GPPOSITION
LEADERS., THIS IS WHAT THE COHSTITUTION PROVIDES FOR. THE PEOPLE
YOULD THEN HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUHITY TO DECIDE BETWER( THD POLICIES
§ HAVE PURSUED DURING THE LAST FOUR YEARS AND THOSE PROPOSED BY 1Y
OPPONENTS,

UNFORTUNATELY, THE OPPOSITION CAKDIDATES HAVE CHOSEN TO
YITHORAY FROM THE ELECTORAL CONTEST FOR REASONS I 0O NOT CORSIDER
VALID, HMUCH HAS BEEN SAID BY BOTH CANDIDATES, TQ EXPLAIN THEIR
DECISTONS IN THE MOST FAVORABLE LIGHY. THESE STATEHZNTS HAVE IN=
CLUDED CHARGES AGAIRST ME, AGATHST THE SUPREME CQuaT, AND OTHER
TUSTITUTIONS OF GOGERMMENT., WHILE Y REJECY THESE CHANGES I SEE
NOTHING TO BE GAINED YH CONTINUING ARGUMENE, MY PRIVARY JUTEREST 18
IN MAINTAINTHG THE CONSTITUTIOHAL SYSTEM AND THE COMMITHMENT TO THE
PRIfICTIPLES OF FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS, '

Il VIEW OF THESE DEVELOPMEHTS AMD SINCE T STILL BELIEVE THAT
A CLEAR EXPRESSION OF THE POPULAR WILL IS ESSENTIAL FOR VIET-NAN®S

é. " BEGIN TEXT: ~ I HAD HOPED ABOV;’E WLL.TO MAVE AN OPPORTUNITY ~— =

FUTURE, T HAVE DECIDED TO MODIFY THE CARACTER OF THE OCTODER ELECTION

TO & SIMPLE MARDATE BY WHICH THE ELECTORATE CAN REGISTER A VOTE OF -
CONFIDEHCE OR NO CORFIDENHCE IN MY ADMINISTRATION, s
IF THE OUTCOME YS AFFIRMATIVE, I WILL CONSIDER THAT THE COH=-

TERM. - o :
IF THE OUTCOME SHOULD PROVE TO BE A VOTE OF NO COUFIDENCE,

1 yILL RESIGN AND CALlL FOR A HZW ELECTION WITHIN 90 DAYS,

1 OFFER BOTH GENERAL MINH AND VICE PRESIDENT KY THE FULL
OPPORTUNHITY TO CAMPAIGH O#f THE “CONFIDENCE OR KO COKFIDEHNCE™ ISSUk, .
1 ASSURE THEM THAT THEY WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO CAKPAIGH ACTIVELY

% AN OPPOSITION ROLE AND WILL GUARANTEE THEM THE FACILITIES THEY
NEED TO CARRY ON THEIR CAMPAIGH IH ORDER TO ASSURE FAIRKESS AHD
EQyal OPPORTUNITY 10 BOTH SIDES. .

MY AMBITION IS MNOT TOBE PRESIDENT, BUT TO RESTGRE PEACE TO
MY COUNTRY AND MY PEOPLE, I PLEDGE TO WORK SINCERZLY AlD VIGOROUSLY
TOWYARD THAT END IF I AM RETURNED TO OFFICE. IF I SYCCEED I
ACHIEVING A SETTLEMENT OF THE WAR, I WILL RESIGY SO THAT NEW
ELECTIOHNS CAN TAKE PLACE., EMD TEXT, : .

7. THIZY COMMENTED THAT HE SHOULD HOT INVITE GENERAL MINH AND

VICE PRESIDENT KXY TO CAMPAIGH AGATNST HIM, THEY WCULD CONSIDER

iT TRICKZIRY AND AH ATTEMPT TO USE THEM TO JUSTIFY HIS VICIORY, HE
YouLD, HGJEVER, MAKE IT CLEWR THAT THEY HAD AN 0PPORTUMITY TO ~
OPPOSE HiMe HE ALSO SUGGESTED CHANGING THE FINAL SEHTEHCE OF THE
L4ST PARAGRAPH TO READ, “IF I SUCCEED IN ACHIEVIHNG A SETTLENZHT OF

CTHE WAR, 1 WILL HAVE ACHIEVED MY MISSION. I §ILL THEH ASK YOU TO

PERMIT ¥ TO RETIRE SO THAT YOU CAN CHOOSE ANOTHER PRISIDENT

THROUGH NEW ELECTIONS,” -

8, THIEU AGREED TO SHGW ME A DRAFT OF HIS STATEMEMNT TIODUORROW
AFTERNOON, - - - ' | )

9, If 19 CLEAR THIEY HAS GIVEN MUCH THOUGHT TO THE PROBLEM HE FACES
AND IS NOW PREPARED TO GO AMEAD WITH THE REFERENDUIl AS THE MOST
FﬂAgTICAL WAY OUT OF THE DIFFICULT SITUATION IN WHICH HE FIUDS HIfl=
SELF,. '
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