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- MEMORANDUM

-

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOP SECRET [SENSITIVE

SUBJECT:

DATE:

PARTICIPANTS:

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

CS REVIEWED 29 Nov-2010: DECLASSIFIED FOR RELEASE IN FULL,

Briefing of Dr. Kissinger by Colonel Carlson
of the Joint Staff

September 16, 1972

Dr. Kissinger
General Haig
Commander Howe
Colonel Carlson

The following are excerpts from the September 16, 1972 briefing.

D, Kissinger:

Colonel Carlson:

Dr. Kis sing"e'r‘:-

Colonel Carlson:

Dr, Kigsinger:

i
Colonel Carlson: -
b Colonel Carlson:

Have we or have we not taken the Citadel?
Yes.

Then why do you say the Marines are still engaged
with the enemy?

The enemy is bugging out of the city. Some 420 of
them have been killed. There is an enemy buildup
to the West but the attack has not materialized.

% % % % X%

(With regard to the Southern MR -1 buildup.) What
are they doing about it? I always get these great
reports. ‘

There has been a shift of boundary responsibility
and some shift of units down to that area. This is
the first contact in that area. Over the last month
there were a couple of contacts.

(Referring to MR-3 situation.) Two ARVN were

killed.
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-‘ _};Far General Mmh if two people are killed, it means
' ',he won't fight amy more.

s0n: Hq dnesn't seem, to be domg any'thmg

Ok * * ak

Lon Nol has n&med General Fernandez as the new

Ch.ief of Staff of the Cambodian General Staff re-

I plamng Major General Pok S8am Am. He is known
f’as a dynamic leader and has been fighting in the South.

3o . ‘Hls amb1t10ns .ma,-y.,bg‘ of the coup type.

That doesn't bother me
T .
What is happening it Dinh Tuong?

'_The ARVN ha.s the in'itia'tive.

Dr. Kisgm‘ r‘.‘  ' 7 W'why is the um not being pushed back?

" The, umt really has no place to go.

' * * % # * ‘
Where are m“y darlmgs of the 21st Dwimon‘?

‘ (Poxnts to map of Southern MR -4 and shows varlous
v locatwns of 21st Dwismn.) |

- I not:ce there ‘have not been rany contacts around
i there.
kS No_,’,th’e're ha#eﬂ"i: been.

'I‘hat must be. 1nd1catwe of their good intelligence,
They know the ene:my 1sn't there and that's why
they are there.

*****
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c (Wxth reference to B- 52 strikes agamst North Viet-
nam.) Why did they go up to th‘?

. . They are staymg South of the route package one line,
‘ ‘.._For anythmg a.bove the line, they must have Washing-
ton's perm:.asmn. | ‘ |

Just as I suspected. |
- 'T‘hia‘ is not a tactical problem. They just don't want
.. to. repeat the problems we had earlier. They want
~ to maintain better control. : )
: -What,problems? _
. FEarlier during‘t-he bombing.
S % %k % %

. ~How many sorties were North of 200?

§ Fmr September 15 there were 187 sorties in route
packages 4, 5 and 6 B, There were 225 attack
: sort1es SOuth of 200 : ‘

:***_*:*

' (With reference to sortms against Southern route
packages. ) ‘What are they hitting?

i Thls is one of the first days that there have been
L lmmore sortles Soﬂth of 200,

TheY are hlthng bndges and installations.
Ok
% *‘:Ik'#"*

3 There were some. 500 bags (25 tons;) of rice ﬂoatlng

from Chinese shlps w}nch were sunk by naval gunﬁre‘
\and tactical air,
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ps ‘_'Whéik-di'd tiie‘jr do, count them?

‘ Smce you ha.va been gone, the lighters have d1sa.ppeared
¢ ‘and they have takento floating in supplies. Some 250
. tohis of rice have been destroyed thusfar. ‘

ok *V***

s ‘_(Witzh reference to 1eaﬂ¢ts being dropped over North
o _‘_-’;,\hetnam.) &

What:are they daing now; dropping Qa.c:tures of me and
Gieneral Haig in thé sxtuatmn room‘? PO

‘-.;-;I.‘don't _know.' ;: W‘e dO#l_f"é _ha‘v'e: a'repo‘rt. (S.miling.) .
R k% |

i The North Viethamese are mcr‘—‘aﬂihg the SAM

_ envelope in the Red Rwer Valle’y area and along

- the Northeast.and Nor!:hwest loglsbms corrldors, :
©as well as- 1nthe buifer zone. o

o They could hanre gatten them from the Clnnese

_ quone:l%rlwn . _Ye-. "
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