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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WABSHINGTON

TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: Briefing of Dr, Kissinger by Geneal Pauly

and Colonel Carlson of the Joint Staff
DATE & TIME: May 19, 1972 - 8:10-8:30 a, m.
PARTICIPANTS: General Pauly

Colonel Carlson
Dr. Kissinger
General Haig
Captain McKee
Commander Howe

Dr, Kissinger: Let's see if we can do this in ten minutes,
General Pauly: In naval gunfire support,four destroyers struck several

storage areas in the north, A leaflet drop of 17,5 million
of leaflets was made by a C-130 aircraft employing the
stanf-off wind drift technique., A F-4 leaflet mission
scheduled over Hanoi was postponed due to the weather,
It is planned for tonight at midnight Washington time,

Dr. Kissinger: I am not sure it should be done tonight,
General Pauly: The railroad bridge near the Chinese border has two

spans down, It will be difficult to repair due to the
rough terrain in which it is located, In strikes yesterday
the results on the Hanoi POL storage area were excellent
with six tanks destroyed. The strike against the Hanoi
transformer station had to be scrubbed today due to bad
weather, Heavy smoke was seen from highway and rail-
road targets in the Haiphong area.

Dr. Kigsinger: By what reasoning are we not hitting Hanoi area when we
will be away next week and you will not be able to make
strikes there?
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-f“I'don't know,  We’ will questmn the fmlc’l on thrs. The
transformer was. not }ut because af Weather. '

é--‘\-Wh‘y not dsk thé fxeld why they d;d nat hit Hanoi.

"'*_’The night before. fast three MI.“Gs were shot down and

one U.S. aifrcraft lost, All targets last night were scrubbed

__.{__'&ue to. weat.hﬁr a,nd the sorties were dwerted further to the
south. F :

Y Thu*s far in ’the rhining operation 1, 624 mines have been
' laid. . . Last mght 193 MK-36 destroyers were laid in the

- outer Ha.:.phong’ area. There are now 24 fo:relgn ships in
Haa.phongm L S

m iB SZactwity all 75 of the scheduled missions were
ﬂowﬁ, with 12 -in’ MR 1, 57 in MR-2, and six in MR-3.

I‘I unde:-stand they closed Route 13 wlth B 528. The craters -
~are so bad they can't opera.te on. it. R

' We don't have any mformatmh on’ that. Tactical air
“activity there were 694 sorties with 134 in MR-1, 73 in
.MR-2, 165 in MR 3 and 40 in MR 4 There were 282’. in
R No:rth Vletnam. U S e S

In MR 1 theré were seven frrendly rmnated actwns
causing. 161 eneray KiA, 108 of these KBA, There was one

- Marineé action which resulted. in 22 enemy KIA, In

. maval gunfite off: MR*I three cruisers and six destroyers
\'sahelled va.ricms tar’gef;s, mcludmg a truck park

‘-\In MR 2, there was continuous pressure a.ga.mst Kontum.
... There were at least seven probes and ‘in one case infiltra-
"« tors broke into the town and 43 of these infiltrators have
" 'been killed. The Airport  has now'been opensd and there.
R f-;_,'is a planito’ open Kontum base in the next couple of days. -
Ve _@ne enemy tank was destroyed by a tow mxssale. |
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What‘a.re my da.,i".lings doing on the road?

Thelr progress is alow. ‘We look to them to open it up
tomorrow. Soms uﬁhﬁ ‘have been brought in ¢lose using
\k-"héﬁ.copters. - :

- Are they encircling each other now?

Y ‘TFhe enemy has managed to irsertthemselves between the
.. friendly units and the helicopter operation was necessary

LR bo relluce ‘préssure,] There were 4, 500 rounds of mixed
4 récket and artillery fire in the An Loc area, There are

o - several enemy units operating down in the Parrots Beak
area,

Dr, Kissinger: -~ What units are down there?

The 24th and 271 regiment in MR-4, There was one action
along the Cambodian border which resulted in 51 enemy
-~ KIA., This is the largest contact since thus far and it
L ‘appaa.rs that there is heavy infiltration from the Fuk Phuc
' :_- Long front, :

‘Attached a.t "L'a.b A are ‘the notes used by the bnefers.




