LTS~ RE -AD WA T
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-489-8-15-5
VY 9w

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE

JCS REVIEWED 29-Nov-2010: DECLASSIFIED FOR RELEASE IN FULL|

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSA TION

SUBJECT: Briefing of Dr. Kissinger by General Pauley
and Colonel Carlson of the Joint Staff
April 28, 1972

PARTICIPANTS: General Pauley
Colonel Carlson
Dr. Kissinger
General Haig
Commander Howe

General Pauley: As you know, we are now attacking with Naval gun
fire targets as far north®25 degrees and 25 minutes
north latitude, Yesterday ships in the Freedom Train
operation struck POL targets and bridges.

Dr, Kissinger: How is the weather?
General Pauley: Yesterday was not very good., Today it is improving.,

(General Pauley then showed Dr. Kissinger the satellite
weather picture which showed some clouds over Quang

Tri.)
Dr. Kissinger: Why is it raining in Quang Tri?
General Pauley: That is a localized situation, That is a fluke, We are

looking for 48 to 72 good hours in the weather,

Dr, Kissinger: Will they be able to fly in the battle area?

General Pauley: Yes, it should be unrestricted,

There were 53 sorties north of the DMZ yesterday and

we believe there were two sites on the Thang Hoa Bridge.
(The briefing sheet shows 40 TacAir sorties and 13 support
air sorties) One F-4 was shot down by MIG aircraft.

We are still trying to recover the crew,
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'I'txrning to Arc: nght strikes there were 26 in MR 1,
SR 29. in MR~-2 and 19 in MR-B for a. total of 74 out of 75
g EChﬁdUJ.Edo

,Thﬂ'e al'ways seems to be one or two that don't make it
: --but I am not: holding that against you General,

_ ‘___‘Thez:e was a mechanical problem with one aircraft.

cat ”‘-\There was a total of 506 air sorties yeaterday by U. S.
oy __r_a:rcraft with the. perponderance being in MR-1,

_ D::a sz amgeg.’;_--‘ : o1 thought the weather was bad?

General Pauley"._':;\,;h_ At the. end cf ‘_the'day -they were ablé to get in q'uité a few

... Tac Ajr strikes, There were 181 air sorties in MR-1,
'there were 102 in MR~2, 126 in'MR-3 and 57 in MR~4,
Overall, counting VNAF and all support efforts, there
i we:re 907 sorties flown. L |
e : B an.
Turmng to MR 1 enemy shelling struck/atmunition dump
oo oab Quang Tri, destroying some 23, 000 rounds of ammuni-
.. tion, The enemy has been pressing hard and last night Dong
e Ha, and Fire Suppoﬂ Base Pedro fell, ‘

"_;';-_Is the Navy there?

Yes, _they have been prov:dmg gun fire S“Pport. | Dbng.‘_
't_Ha ‘has been evacuated. . . e o

How, is it possible that tanks and enemy forces got across
the river north of Dang Ha‘>

Dr. Kissingery

L G:eng_:ra.l'l-‘?éufl&_x; . We beheve they mfxltrated across the rwer near the
S e north o \ ‘

'f'f'-‘t_‘rewbgld' be able to ford

f‘h&‘ PT-76 tank m a éwimmmr".
mefi'rwer. . #

I

“ What reason do.we have to- believe that the South V1et~
1 namese can hwld the line? o \

_,Genefa."i__Pa.@l&x:_: ;"‘4"I‘he ﬁttmtmn couldﬂworseti same what but 1 want to |
SR K R emphas:me that 1t is not a. route and bases are not bemg-
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v ‘«.';-'W“hat ewdénc;e 15 tﬁe;ﬁe that thby w111 ﬁght’-’

“They were out ﬂankech 'I‘hey had o chmcebut to
‘_wmhdraw from Fire Support ‘Base Pedfo, Othenw1se
/it.would have been igolated. Therefore, they had no -
;choace but to wxbhdraw. ~ : :

. "W’hy won"t ﬂllS'- p‘rbéess of wifhd—raw_é\i«cdn"t“_i‘x.li,;e?

It isa dsz:.cult sxtuation. The losses of artillery, am-
‘miunition is part;cularl*y senous, but the enemy has. lost
‘tanks, DIA estimatés there are six infantry, one
rtillery, and one tarﬂt regs.ment partm:upatmg in the

: ba.ttle.‘ ' K :

\ ‘What i8 the First Dwmiqm domg‘? Just Waltlng around,

1 It.meems to me like the Napoleon wars where the aggres-

"'?""75‘;{5-‘361'3 were able to concentrate their forces aga.mst the
-.‘defenders ‘whose forces are sprea.d outs -

© ‘and

S 'There has been actwrty down there /- pull:mg out of I-Iue

"would be a problem. Y

'__In MR~2 there waa na activ:,ty of a.ny- consequence. The
326 Division is mioving east from Rocket Ridge., The 22nd -
"__,-"nww.smn is being mconstﬁ;ted iri the Pleiku area, :Sappers
e made three attaeka in the Route 1 area.

n :-“,_Now Iookmg at MR~3 {:here were 1, 900 rounds fired at.

S .\An Loc and also some actiwtv in the Dau T1eng area, In
" one attack in thé area, 133 enemy were KIA., In Cambodxa
‘?‘«i;he FANK is trying to’ clear Route 1. =

Dr, Kissing o1 -‘*"-""It would seem to.me the safest place to be in Vietnam is
- R _._‘\"betwae;n an offennive conducted. by General Lam with a -
";FANK; afianswe ¢aming from the other end,

Attached at T Aa

““khe notes used by the briefars. X . ::')'71"'!'::;_.'
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