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The Cepse-fire Paper

Ambassador Sullivan remarked that the Lepartment of State's position
op tho cease-fire paper is that it is sot in suitable form for submission
to the President. Ambassador Sulliven expressed the belief that the
presest cease-fire paper should be held ia limbo and retained a5 & ref-
arence docurment which might be used in the futare to develop negotiating

scenarios. [ON-FILE NSC RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS APPLY]
he & on on Lapitel Fll

Armbagssdor Sullivan remarked that he had epent much of his time recently
on the Hill meeoting with varicas Senators. FHis sws progaosis was that the
Defense Procurement Bill wae ast in any real trouble becavse the Maasfleld
Amendment would be dispused of in conference. Sullivan added, however,
that many legislators plan tv hang everythiag on the foreign aid legislation,
There is therefore the possibility of a deadluck in foreiga aid, with so bill
at all. [t would then become a matter of cbtaining a constinuing resolution.
Senator Griffin bas told Ambassader Sullivaa that the progress of much

of this legislation may depend on what is contained in the Mresident’s
Nowexmber 15 speech.

HOK Forcer i1 5outh Yietpam

Sallivas said that st Dr. tissinger's request a cable was being sent to the
field staring wur policy that two KOK divisions shouid be retained in South
Yietnom through calendar year 1972 and that the United “tates iz prepared
to fund this arrasgercent,
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sullivan seid that based on conversations after Geperal Haig's return from

Satgon, it sppesred that there would be » more rapid drawdown of GURLUS
perssnnel levels than was previously ssticipsted, is light of thia, fullivan
sald, the State Departmcent has no institational chjection to assigning
General % eyand over-all wxporvinaty responsibility for CORBE.  Lir,
Dennett cheerved thet the L.5. Mission sppesrs to be thinking in terms

of phasing out CORDS by the eand of 1972, He sxpressed the view that one
of the problems facing the iission would be the sagging morale within
CORDS becsuse it has ot shrunk fast encagh.

Both sAmbassador Sullivan aed i i, Henoett agreed, bowever, that just
becauss COHDE in carrently overstatfed we should not swing ta the sther
extrerne; there may be CURDS-typs functions which will be required for
aome tizae 10 come,

Genersl ¥.arbohs remarked that Secretary Laird has approved the sssumption
of CORDS supsrvinory responsibilities by General Weyand and added that

¥ eyand would ¢f coarse retain his functions as deputy commander of U, &,
forces snd as the U. 5. represestative is the tri-partite llaisvn srrangesmont
with Cambodia and South Vietnam.

Prisonsrs_of War

Ambassadoy Eulliven noted that the Department has just received word of
A RVNAF-JGS plam for recisssifying many POWse held s South Vietaam.
The basic parpose of this reclassification would be te reduce the sumber
of captives in the PUW category. Pullivan said that the U. 5. must weigh
in on this {ssue to insure that whatever the GVN does iff consistent with
the CGeneva Prisener of Way Conventicons.

A T ot 1. A e AP

Genezal Karhohs noted that because our military had heen {ncorrect in its
reporting om the sitastion at Snoul sarlier this year, the press had now
veer- reacted with wildly exaggersted stories about the curreat sitestion
on the Cambedian border. Is fact, said Larhohs, there are no more than
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two samuy units involved. They ars sngaged in some stand-off

shelling and the ARV N has had contact with only & coupbof enemy battalions.
Karhohs added that sustaiied snamy sctivity Lo the area would iadicate

that they have solved soune of their logistical problesas, but i arhoks did
not beliove thet this would prove to be the case.

Laird Vieit to VN

arhoks noted that Secretary Lalvd would be viaiting Saigon on
!&n 8136 of Novembher for 2 1/2 qeys.

Ihe Situation tn Saigon

iz, Carver noted that there had boon s wrap-up of the political situatics
from the station chief in Saigon. The wrap-up concluded that unless thers
was some ynfortanate bounce of the ball, the CVN has the situeticn under
contral (N-te: The wrap-up referred to by Mr. Carver has been briefed
snd submitted separately to Lr. Kisslager).

Letter to Preaident Thisu

After the Ad Hoc Greuwp mesting had ended, Lrcbsspador Sullivan asked

My, Negropoate snd Mr. Benoett to stay bebind., He said that he had been
giviag some thought to what kind of letter of comgratulations President
Nixon might send to Presidest Thiew after bis re-slection. Sullivas said

ho was thinking in terms of suggosting & letter which pats Thien on the back
but thea goes on to polat cut in firms though general terms some of the areas
ia which Thiew will have t¢ move if he is to ephance the image and effective-
ness of his sdministration duciug bis second term. Ambsssador Hulliven
seid he would be preparing & draft for conslieration by Dr. issinger. He
added that he would be briaging the draft sleag with hirs to the cenae-fire
smeoting scheduled for that afternmon,

TOP SECART /SENSITIVE

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2012/04/03 : LOC-HAK-489-1-30-5



