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CTey THE SECRETARY
FROMY BEORGE BUSH _
SUBJECTS CHINAIS INTERNAL 9CENE ON THE EVE DF: YOUR VISIY
e IN ROPES TNAY 1T MIGHY BE HELPFUL TO YOU, WE MAVE
PREPARED THE FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT OF CHINA'S INTERNAL SCENE
OM THE EVE OF YOUR VISIT, AS IY LOOKS TO US IN PEKING,
2, THE IDEDLOGICAL CAMPAIGN WHICH WAS JUST GATHERING STEAM
AT THE TINE OF YOUR LAAT vISIT NOW SEEMS TD BE DRAWING TO A
CLOSE, ALMOST IDENTICAL RPPORTS. FROM THREE CITIES IN CHINA
DESCRIBE A RECENY CENTRAL COMMITTEE DIRECTIVE WHICH QUOTE NO
T LESS THAN CHAIRMAN MAD A8 SAYING THAT PIGHY YEARS OF THE
. BULTURAL REVOLUTION TS ENOUGH, IT APPEARS THAT A NATIONAL.
PEOPLE’S CONGRESS COULD BE CONVENED AT ANY TIME, A 8TEP
© WHICH WOULD MARK FURTHER MOVEMENT TOWARD TME CREATION OF A
~ LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE TO TAXE CHINA INFO THE ANYICIPATED
| BUCCESSION PERIOD, MAD TSEwYUNG CONTINUES TO REMAIN DUTSIDE
PEKING, HOWEVER, AND HAG NOW BEEN GONE AT LEAST FOUR MONTHS,
A FACT WHICH INJECTS BOME UNCERTAINTY INTO ANY PROJECTION OF
PRC: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS, MAO'S RETURN TO PEKING COULD,
A8 HAS HAPPENED IN THE PASY, SIGNAL' ENTIRELY NEW DIRECTIONS
IN CHINESE POLICY, ALYMOUGHM THIS DOES NOY APPEAR LIKELY,
. 8e  NWHAT WAS ACCOMPLISMED BY THE RECENT POLITICAL CAMPAIGN?
IN QUR VIEW, A VARZETY OF TSSUFS, ALL PARTS OF WNICH IS
PERHAPS MADTS LAST EFFORT YO SHAPE CHINA IN HIS IMAGE, WERE
AT STAKE, - THEY INCLUOE YHE ROLE OF CHINA'S MILITARY AND 1718
RELATYIONBHIP TO THE RARTY, THE DEGREE OF CENTRAL CONTROL OVER
- CHINATS MASSTVE REGIONAL AND PROVINCIAL BUREAYCRACIES, THE
MIDDLE KINBDOM'S RELATYONSHIP WITH THE BARBARIAN STATES,
MOST IMPORTANTLY THE Uy,8, AND THE SOVIEY UNION, AND LASTY
BUT NOT. LEAST, A GENUINE ERFORT TO ERADICATE TRADITIONAL,
BONFUCTAN THOUGHY AND BEHAVIOR PATTERNS AMONG THE CHINESE
PEOPLE, WHILE IT I3 IMPDSSIBLE TO MEASURE WITH ANYTHING
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" LIKE PRECISION THE REGIMETS SUCCESS IN RESOLVING THESE ISSUES,

- WE. BUSPECT TME RESULTS MAVE BEEN MIXED AT BESY AND MANY
BUESTIONS MAVE BEEM COMPROMISED BUT NOT SOLYED,

| 4, PERMAPS THME MOBT TMPORTANT CHANGES MAVE TAKEN PLACE IN
TNE MILATARY PRELD.. EARLY IN THE CAMPAIGN EIGMT OF CHINA'S
ELEVEN. RESTONAL MILEZTANY COMMANDERS WERE WRENCHED L OOSE

FPROM: THEIR LONG STANDING POWER BASES IN A MASSIVE SHIPY _
YHE IMPACT OF WHICH REMAINS UNCLEAR, WMEREAS THEY PREVIOUSLY

fﬁﬂmu;nccuwxavsaavurnruivanv AND POLITICAL POSITYONS, USUALLY AS
- PROVINCIAL PARTY PIRST SECRETARY, MOST WAVE NOW

f

|

CDEEN: STRIPPED OF THEIR POLLTICAL FUNCTIONS, THE APPARENT

- DEBATE OVER MILITARY PRIDRITIES AND STATEGY AL80 SEEMS TO

HAVE BEEN RESGLVED IN FAVOR OF THE MADISY POSIYION avﬂ!ssxﬂﬁ

" EMPMASTZING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OVER MASSIVE MILITARY

BUDGETS, IN OUR JUDSMENT, WOWEVER, THESE 1SAUFS, WHILE RESOL
POR: YHE PRESENT, WILL' BONTINUEZ TO BE: A MAJOR POCUS OF DEBATE

~ CONVENTIAL' OVER NUCLEAR' PREPAREDNESS, AND IN. ADDITION - _Z o
RS CHINA MOVES INTO THE UNCERTAIN PERIOD OF SUCCESSION,

O THAT THE ISSUE OF TENTRAL: VERSUS LOCAL' CONTROL: REMAINS
© UNREBOLVED WAS TLLUSTRATED BY SERIES OF AUTHORYIYAYIVE ARTICLES
LN THE NOVEMBER ISSUP. OF RED FLAS, IMPLICIT IN THE ARTICLES

COWAS MALECATION THAT PROVINCIAL AND LDCAL AUTHMORITIES HAD -
SUBSYITUTED THETR AUTHORITY POR THAT OF THE. PARTY CENTRAL,
 KRDUONCE AGAIN THE ROLE OF THME REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES 18

].xww@magwnnuar. THE PROBLEM OF "CREATING A BOVERNMENTAL
C BIRUBTURE IN zu!na~uﬂﬁtﬂh:s'ngapnwaxva-?o-wzxxns*s-nuvaonxtr,

A PROBLEM AS OLD AR CMINA, REMAINS UNSOLVED, -
o PMEC DEBATE OVER: GHINAYS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WEST WAS
EAPRESSED IN THME FIELD: OF CULTURE: THROUGH THE POLEMICS |
| O¥ER THE NATONIONI FILM AND THE ATTACKS ON WESTERN MUSIC, IN.
THE FIELDS OF COMMERCE AND TECMNOLOGY, THE DESATE WAS CENTERED
ON. SELF. RELIANCE AS OFPOSED TO TME IMPORY OF FOREIGN G600DS
AND ADVANCED TECHNIQUES, THE PROBLEM IN BOTW [ASES IS TO
WHAT EXTENT CAN CHINA' MOVE INTO THE MODERN WORLD AND WIDENED
CONTACTS WITH THE WEST WITHOUT ITS PEOPLE BEING OVERWHELMED BY .
. OUTRYor INFLUEMCES, WE BUSPECT THAT IN THE COURSE OF THE .
DEBAYE A COMPROMISE POSITION HAS BEEN REACHED: WHIEH, FOR THE
CPRESENY AT LEAST, MAS SATISPIED CHINEGE LEADERS THAT THEY CAN
MOVE TOWARD GREATER LOMTAEYT AND EXPOSURE TH THE WEST WHILE
MAINTAINING THE ESSENTYIAL PRINCIPLE OF SELF RE|IANCE AND A
‘ LY REVOLUTIONARY«TINGED THINESE CulLTURE, e |
INMLLYy THE nznrzﬁﬂ@!&t%avvtnnvnn&atnt&t%urudsu, THE
AEx: ON CONPUCTUS ANS THE WEYGHT OF TRADITYONAL' THOUGHT ON
THE EMINESE POPULACE MAS, IN OUR- VIEW, WAD TME LEASY IMPACT
#1ALL, AMILE IT I8 INPOSSISLE 1O DOCUMENY, 1T I8 OUR .
. THPREBSLON BASED OM OUR: EXPOSURE: TO THE CHINESE BUREAUCRACY
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" AND YHE MAN. ON THE awnzzm THAT Lxrvgz HAS CHANGED IN THE
C MIDDLE KINGOOM, MWATERIALISM RATHER THAN REVOLUTIONARY
- IDEOLOGY REMAINS TME: MOSY IMPORTANT IMPEYUS IN CHINESE
- BOCTETY, WHICH ALSO RENAINS AN INNATE CONSERVATISH,
S INCTHE PROCESS. OF ATTEMPTING THESE CMANGES AND naAcwst
b NEW CONSENSUN, HOWEVER, NEW TURMDIL: AND UNCERTAINTY :
" HAVE BEEN BENERATED IN CMINA, THE CALLS FOR: STRUGGLE AND "GOING
 ABAINSY THE TIDEY REOPENED OLD WOUNDS OF THE CULTURAL |
 REVOLUTION AND ARGUSED: THE AMBITIONS OF THOSE WMO' ROSE TO
CPDSLYIONS OF POWER DURING THAT MOVEMENT ONLY YO BE RELEGATED
Y0 OBSCURITY WHEN ORGER WAD YD BE RESTORED, NEW PACTIONAL
 FIGMTING ANO POSTER ATTACKS REMINISCENT OF THE: CULTURAL
 RENDLUTION ERUPTED: DURING THE SPRING AND SUMMER, BUT WERE - .
- QUICKLY CURTAILED BY OHIRECTIVES FROM THE CENTER, APPARENTLY
17 WAS AGREED THAT CMINA COULD NOT AFFORD ANOTMER CULTURAL ‘j P
REVOLUTION AT THIS YIME,  ALTHOUGH FACTIONAL DISPUTES AND. ) ¢
POSTER ATTACKS CONTINUE, IY 18 DUR ESTIMATE TNAT THESE ~ . | ™
REPREBENY A MINORITY FEGHTING A FORLORN CAMPAIEN IN AN zrronv
YO NEESTABLISH THE ROLE OF "MASS REPRESENTATIVES" CREATED
DURING THE cu¥1unnu REVOLUTION,
. AV YHE CENTER, IT APPEARS THAT A MINIMUM CONSENSUS HAS
BEEN REACHED ON THE BASIC YSSUES CONFRONTING CMINA, THE
OVMESRIDING SUCCESSION 18BUE HAS BOTH INTENSIPIND THE
WANBUVERING FOR POWEN: AND REINFORCED THE IMPETUS FOR UNITY,
CTENG: HBIAGWRING NOW SEENS. CLEARLY YO MAVE MOVED INTO THE
ACTING PREMIER'S ROLE, THIS PLUS THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF
_ ENIAD KUAN@HUA'S APPOINTMENT AS POREIGN MINISTER INDICATE
SYMAT SOME BASIC 158UES WAVE BEEN RESOLVED PROBABLY INCLUDING
cuauavs CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP WITH THME U,8, OUR ASSUMPTIONS
IN. THIS REGARD ARE: BYRENGTMENED BY WMAT WE FEEL 18 AKEDLY -
NORE RELAXED ATHMOSPHERE ¥n OUR OEALINGS WITW OUR CHINESE NOSTS
AY ALY LEVELS SINCE ?Mi%ﬂaLu*uy ANTS YEAR,  YOUR VISIT WILL,
ORCOURSE, PROVIDE &° nuw curmnxu :n&:anv !wva vnu na;uwnu
~nr:r REES IN CHINA, 5
L UThesUM UM, 1Y aatnw 70 US THAT THE uxnzevton OF CHINESE POLICY.
-REM%RNS VERY MUCH IN. THE. MANDS OF THE SAME: STABLISMMENT WHICH FIRST
DEEIDED TO PERMIT THE av$x1Nﬁ OF THE. PRESENT |, 8,«PRC RELATIONSHIP,
SENENGIR THE ACTIVE CASY DF CHARACTERS WITHIN THIS ESTABLISHMENY Has
. CHANBED SOUMEMMAT, CHINESE ACYIONS, BOTH INTERNAL: AND EXTERNAL,
ALBO REMAIN ESSENTIALLY UNCMANSED EVEN IF THEY ARE PORTRAYED FOR
PURFDRES OF GAINING vn&mwzattr POSSIBLE SUPPDRYT IN nnnt RADICAL OR
'ﬁ!#ﬂkUTtuuhNY" TERNS: ugnmar!caLLw. ATTENTION 18 ‘
_ FOCURBED LUPON BUILDING UP THE NATIONAL ECONOMY NNILE MAINTAINING
BUETILIENT DEGREE oF: #0 kuvchL UNITY TO TAKE THME: COUNTRY THROUGM
A THANSITION IN LEADENOHIPY IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS CHINA IS FOLw
. -:.“&H tnaan*zuLLW aarensxvz anunaoruv (ORSPITE THE Arvavna
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