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MEMORANDUM \ .
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
‘ ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE INSTRUCTIONS APPLY

DOS, ARMY reviews ‘

completed. EMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Han Hsu, Deputy Chief, PRC Liaison Office
Mr. Chi Chiao=-chu, PRC Liaison Office
Major General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant

to the President for National Security Affairs

Commander Jonathan T. Howe, NSC Staff

DATE AND TIME: Monday, November 26, 1973
3:00 ~ 3:15 p.m.,

LOCATION: The Map Room

The White House

General Scowcroft began the meeting by briefly noting that Mr. Han was
in charge in the absence of Ambassador Huang, Mz, Han observed that
the Ambassador had arrived in Peking about last Friday.

General Scowcroft then handed the Chinese the message attached at Tab A
concerning Vietnam. After reading the message, there was a brief
whispered conversation in Chinese between Mr. Han and Mr, Chi,

Mz, Han: We will report this to our Government, We, of course, reserve
the right to comment.

General Scowcroft: 1 think the note is self~explanatory. We simply wanted
to let you know of our concerns,

Mr, Han: With regard to housing, you probably know that we have already
signed the contract on the 15th of this month., We plan to move in on the
4th of December,

General Scowcroft: That is good news.
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Mr, Hgn. We want to take this occasion fo. tha,nk you for the help which
you offered in this matter. ,

General chm 1 wish we could have helped to the extent that you
would have been able to move in months ago.

Mpr. Han:; One small problem is the direct phon‘e connection.

General Scowcrgftg Yes. I believe it would be a good idea to still retain
that. . :

My, Han: So, at the appropriate time after we move in, we will let you
know in what roorm we wish to have it placed.

General SCOWOTQ:@; We will have it taken care of at that time.

There was then a brief discussion about the pleasant weather on that day
and the temperatures which could be expected during the winter. In taking
their leave, Mr. Han commented that they would let the State Department
know when they were actually moving. General Scowcroft offered any
agsistance we might be able to give in connection with the Chinese move.
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1. With reference to the conversation between Pl‘:'ime‘M_inister
Chou and ‘Secretary Kissinger.regardingthe prospects in Vietnam, the
U.S. side would like to bring to the attention of the Chinése side the
following informa-?:ion: :

A. The United States Governnient;is deeply conécerned

: over What it .sl«.ae'; a;.s u'r_lmis-tak”able signs of North Vietnamese
preparations to resume armed conflict on a large _sc_ale'in
South Vietn;.m. The United States side réga.rd‘s the present
situati.bn with thé. utmost seriousnes s, and cannot étand idly
by if Norfh Vietnam continues its present actiﬁties.

B. The following evidence has ;;onvinced the ﬁnitéd States
side tha£ North Vietnam is in fact preparing to 1aﬁnch a major |
offensive. (On each pbint below, the evid‘ence. is strong and i‘s
fully accepted by the U. S. sidé. )

(1) The North Vietna.me.sé hé;ve sent more than 22, 000
milité.ry personnel south since 1 September of this year to .
St;'éngthen their armed forces in South Vietnam and ‘ad‘ja.cent
bordef areas. Since llJanu‘ary 1973 they have sent a total
of over 75, OOO troops to the south. |

(2) The U S. side has been reliably informed that the B ‘

North Vietnamese are planning to send almost an equal

number of additional troops into various parts of South

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/12/14 : LOC-HAK-462-9-18-0



No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/12/14 : LOC-HAK-462-9-18-0

Vietﬁam during the 1‘97‘3-1'974 dry season ——‘ sta‘rting

in December 1973. The U.S. side can see no reason:
Why the DRV would. plan-to dlspatch these addltlonal
troops.to South Vietnam, in complete violation of the
Pa‘ris_ Agrreeﬁent a.nd Protocols, ext;epi: to assemble the
manpower and reserves ne.c:ess'a.ry to launch a major . |
military offensive. |

(3) The North Vietnamese have mo_ved into South
Vietnam and'adjacenf border areas er-m.ugh étocks of
‘munitions and militéxry equipmenf to sustain heavy combat

. activity for at least eight mo.nfhs. (Some of these stock-
inles were already in position when the Pafls Agreemént
- was signed last .Tanuary, but they ha;ve been greatly expa.nded
since that time. ) Tliey afe‘ now prepariﬁg -- as the _weather‘
) u'npfoves in southern Laos -~ to bring st111 more muﬁltmns
and m1hta.ry eqmpment 1nto South Vietnam.

(4) As of rmd November, North thnamese Army units
in all of southern Laos were preparmg to move large
qué.ntities of war materielk_furt'her south. Such activity, as

. well as; the very preseﬁce of North Vietnam‘ese rhilitafy

units in Laos, is a clear violation of the Paris Agrecment.
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(5) The North Vletna.meseﬁhave aug.rnen:t.ed their
logistic forces in northern South Vietnam by some 15,000 |
men in recent months 'I‘hey would not need these logistic
forces unle% s' they planned to expand ‘the support to then‘
combat uxiit'S" in this area.

(6) The North Vietnamese are making major improvle-—
meilts on roads in southern La.os, and have nearly’ completed.

a parallel road from North Vietnam through westérn South
Vietnam from the DMZ to South Vletnam s Mlhtary Regmn 3.
These two road nets ha.ve‘ im discern1b1e c1v111a.n purpose

~ but they obvmusly make 11: .muc:h eamer for the North Viet-
namese to prepare for and Su.p'port an offenswe ‘than was
prevlously the case. l

(7) The measures which. the North Vietnamesé are
now taking can be c:ompa.red with those they took in the
months prior to March 1972 when they launched their
last offensive. The military ca.pab111t1es of the DRV in
the‘ south are now at least as ‘great as they were at the
end of Maxc}.t'w??., and in some areas they are greater.

The South Vietnamese .government since that time has

also improved its capabilities, and would be in a better
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- posi.tio.n to wi;chstand-a'.-North Vietnanﬁese offensive without
“.U-. 8. ‘air support.. Under a heavy North Vi etnamése atfac:k,‘
however, U. S air support rmght agém prove necessary. |
(8) It'is ;.mpos..mble to mterpret ‘this North Vietnamese
: bu11du£3 &a.s prudentlél as a response to South'Vietname se
provocations , or indeed as anything but preparatloﬁ foi'

25X1
major North Vietnamese offensive action.

C In addltmn to the ev1dence above, the U, 8. side in

recé.nt.months recewed repeated re;norts that new a.rtﬂlery

- pieces, tanks and other armored veh1<;1e-s have been abserved |
at various points inside North Vietnam ﬁlong the major rail
lines from China. Thesé reports a‘re of great concern because
if trué they would inciicate that North Vietnam is re_ceivirig
additional military eqﬁipment from China a..nd the Soviet Union.
‘2. These unmzstakable mgns that the DRV is pIannmg a mxhta.ry

| oﬂ.'enswe in South V1etnam cannot be 1gnored by the U. S. side. Such a
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d-e-veloé:x‘{nent would ra_ise problems of another diversion of aftention
‘which could only be:.‘.of. valuel to hegemonial powers. Under thésce
cifcumsta.nces, the U.S. side $incere1y hopes that means can be
fouhd to avert a develoﬁlr'll‘f;éht wh1ch would hé‘ve: such advei‘sg conse -

- quences.
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