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TO: AMBASSADOR BRUCE | ddy 22,1973
) ON-FILE NSC RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER QD APPLY

VIA VOYAGER CHANNELS

LR R i m A f ‘3::_/

The following is the text of a note which we propose to hand

[State Dept. review oompleted]

to Han Hsu on Tuesday, in response to fheir note on Cambodia.
Would appféciaté your comrments on text. fFeel we must be fairly
tough just to let them know they do not have a free ride.” On
Wednesday:;ian to hand Han Hsu a note on my visit, rejecting
August 16 and proposing September 6 through 9. QUOTE

"The US side has. consistently sought a ceasefire and political
settlement in Cambodia since the January 27 Paris Agreement. The
other side has continﬁally refused to end the war in Cambodia and
responded to the unilateral ceasefire proclaimed by the Phnom Penh
government and the cessation of US air actions in Cambodia in :
February with an intensified military offensive.

The Chinese side declared to the US side in its message of

June 4 that it would communicate the US peace pr‘0posa1 of May .27
to Prince Sihanouk. This proposal accepted a long-standing Chinese
suggestion for direct talks with Prince Siha,noﬁk made during every
visit by Dr. Kissinger to Pekiﬁg. The contents of the June 4 message
were reiterated on June 13 by Foréign Minister Chi P'eng-fei and again

in the Chinese message of July 6, that this awaited only the return of

Prince Sihanouk from his travels. On July 6, Ambassador Huang Chen
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d.eclared that the Chinese side would convey the US proposal to Prince
| Sihanouk now that he had returned to Peking.

The Chinese message of July 18 has therefore been noted with
astonishment. There has been no change in US policy and no increase
in US activities. In light of these earlier assurances, and the principles
and spirit of the Shanghai Communique, it is impossible to understand
why the Chinese side is unable to communicate an American peace
proposal to a leader located in Peking. This raises special difficulties
because in reliance on the June 4 note and subsequent é.ssurances, the
US had not engaged in any other negotiations or respopded to any other
channels. It is absurd that this leader should publicly demand that
cornmunicationsl to him go through Mauritania to which the Chinese
side would not entrust the original US communication of May 2'7‘. |

As to the substance of the Chinese'note‘ of July 18, the Chinese
side will not be‘: surprised that the US side rejects a "golution' so one-
sidely dictated to it. This is inconsistent with thg requirements of
reciprocity and 9quality. It is beyonvd the bounds of logic to be asked
to ﬁegdtiafe on an issue when the other side, clearly and from the
outset, leaves no room for negotiations. In thes_e circumstances
the US side will leave negotiations to the Cambodian parties.

The Chinese side has often expressedits devotion to principle.

The US side is no less serious. One of its firm principles is not to

betray those that have relied on it, a position‘which is essential if
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- hegemonial aspirations are to be resisted. The US side believes
that the Chinese side will welcome US adherence to this principle in
other contexts." UNQUOTE

Warm regards.
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