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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION
| | 830
[MORI/CDF|
- SECRBT/EXDIS (GDS) © April3, 1974
JMEMORANDUM FOR: ‘ GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: - o HAROLD H. SAUNDERS ¥
| | WILLIAM B, QUANDT ¢ .
SUBJ’EC:I‘: 3y ' Letter to the President from the Amir

of Kuwait

State has forWarded, the original of a letter from Kuwaiti Amir Sabah

to the President., The letter is a response to the President's

January 9 message to heads of oil producing states.

The letter warns against a confrontation between oil producing and
consuming countries, but includes little else of note other than one
offensive paragraph alluding to "unfounded allegations, provocations and
pointless threats which high officials of your Administration have
persisted in directing against the Arab nation.”

There is no reason to reply to the letter. Our Ambassador has already
raised the offensive language with the Kuwaiti foreign ministry. This

does not seem to be the time to pursue confrontation With the Kuwaitis. .

RECOMMENDATION: That Amir Sabah's letter to the President be

filed without a reply.

@ Approve

Prepare a draft reply,

[State Dept. and NSS review completed|

IMORI PER C03353494.

SECRET/E (GDS)
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March 2,‘1974

SECRET/EXDIS

- MEMORAKDUM FOR MAJOR GENEDRAL PRENT SCOWCROFT
TEE WHITE HOUSD

‘ SubjectzﬂLetter to the President from the
Ruler of Kuwait

-

~ Attached is a letter to the President from the
" Ruler of Kuwait, Amir Sabah al-Salem al-Sabah. It was
hnanded to Under Secretary Sisco on February 20 by the
amir's son, Shaykh Salem, who is Kuwaiti Ambassador here.

' The Ruler's letter is in response to the President's
January 9 letter to the heads of oil producing states ‘
regarding the Energy Conference. An advanced text of the

" puler's letter, and our own Ambassador's comments on it,
were received on February 12 .in Embassy Kuwait's cables
568 and 572, both attached. : '

_ As anticipated, the original copy of the Ruler's
letter delivered February 20 retains an inappropriate

and offensively worded fifth paragraph. However, in that
our Ambassador has already made the necessary counter
points, we do not believe anything we might say at this
point would help influence a more positive Kuwaiti pos-

ture.

- 25X1

Also on the positive side, the GOK has recently
(1) reassured us of its intentions to continue to hold
in prison the five palestinian terrorists involved in
the Rome attack pending trial in another Arab country;
(2) expressed strong interest in a bilateral civil air
agreement; and (3) indicated, in spite-.of the continuing
problems of the Middle East, that it is still interested
enough in US assistance in developing a defense capability

STCRRT/TVNIE

GDS--Dit s boz. oL, L1982
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[

to send approximately.100 of its air force personnel here
for English larguage training, which it hopes can subsequently
lead to flight training.

Thus, for the time being, we believe we should defer
any further reaction to the Huweit Ruler's reply to the
President?s letter akout the Lncrgy Conference and walt
to cee what sort of posture the Muvaitis adopt on rescission

cf the oil erkargo as a consaguuence of the Secretary's
" eurrent initiative in the Middlw fast. !
- . : . : \ | "'r"
" . v 2 o, ES
) » IR L u‘):@ I o
Wi L T, B ] SR -1‘,5’ o ~*~qw :

‘”w-Georgé S. Springsteen
/’ Executive Secretary
. - ¥i {) &

Attachments:

1., Letter to President

2. Kuwait 568 and 572
| | 25X1
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SECREY 192
PAGE €1 KUWAIT PBS68 1213497

ACTION &S 3@

CINFO 0CT=M1  18N=00 SSDhub NGCE=pM  /A31 W

0 g SRR LD G gy Ly 9 SO N Ao D B WD S maedss .

0 1213177 FER 74 ~
COFM OAMEMBASSY KHWALT
'TU SECSTATE HASHDC IMMEDIATE 8753
S ECRE T KUWATT 8568
EXDIS
EQ 11652: 50S
TAGSE ENPG.
SUBJ: AMTR'S REPLY 0 Parqu:Nvfs ME%SAGE RE tN&QUY CONFERENCE
‘REF‘ STATE 4156

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER T0 PRESTDENT NIXON FRN
- QF KUHAIT IN RESPONSFE YO PRESINENT?S JAN. 9 MESSASE (REFTEL)

G RE FEB 11 MEFTING OF MAJUR UTL CONSUMING CNUKNTRIFS IN WASHINGTON,

CTHE LETYFR IS NATED 5 FER, LELIVFRFD 7O EMBASSY FES 1@ AND
. RELEASED BY FOMMTIN (SEE SEPTELY FER 12, ORIGINAL HAS BEEM
. POUCHED TO KUWAIT EMBASSY, ﬂASHIMGTDNQ

2, QTE$ MR, PRESYDANT: WHILE wF APPRFCTATE YOUR MESSAGF OF
JANUARY €, 1974, NNTHING w0OULD PLEASFE KUWAIT MORF THAN 7O TARE
PART IN AMP COMTRIABUTE TO ANY CONSTRUCTIVE AND POSIVIVE EFFORY
EXERYEN YOHUARDS FSTABLISHING NFy MUTHALLY PENEFICIAL ARRANGEM
FOR INTEDMATYGMAL FNFRGY AND RELATTD ETOMOMIT MATTERS, WE
AGREF WITH YNU, MR, PRESIOFNT, THAT ThE NEFD FOR SUCH FFFORTS
1S5 MOST URARENT, REFCOGBNIZIMNG THYS, NUR MINISTER OF FINANCE

AND NIL, HAS Ai READY AS FAR BAaCK AS L AST- JUNE, SUPPORYED THE
HOLDING NF SUCH A MEFTYnNG ATTINDFOD BY ALL NATIONS, PARTICULARL
BOTH THE MAJPK OTL CONSUMING AND GTL PRODUCING ONES, YO DISCUS
THE SUBJFCY Ahﬁ SEFEK APPWU RTATE QDLHTIUV '

IN OUR OPININN, HOWEVER, 17 B2 TRULY CONSTRUCTIVE AND FRUITFUL
THESE FFFQRTS SHAULD UF Rnally INTFOMATIONAL IN THARACTRR FION

‘.'n"'\)‘i e . Uy T T DELREY ‘ LTIV
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PAGE 22 KUWAIT mg508 1213#92

" THE VERY STAPT. TT 18 ESSEMTILL MOT TO COMDUCT THESE EFFGATS
CUIN A MANMER LEADTING TU THE POLARYTYY OF THE NATIONG OF THF WORLD
CINTO THG CPPASTIF BLACS, OTL ORNEUNING HATIONG OEDASTHG OIL
. PRODDC YN MATINNS, FO/ SUICH A BourRrI7ATION SAal LYAD ONLY. YO
= A CONFRQHUTATTON TRATEAD OF LEARING TN THE INTENNATIONaL 0=

T QPFERATYON MERESSARY FUR WORLD REACF AnD PROSGPERITY, TN YHE
0 LIGHT NF THIS, wE INTEND TO TAKE PART IN AMY INTFR NATIONAL

~ + FFFORT® T SNLVE THE GENERAL PRORLEM, WARLD FrERBY, £5 A WHOLE,
: ¢ THIS wAS CLEMLY CEHDOWN O IN THE SRFSS RELEASE LvQ“rD B8Y THE

U MINISTERS FONFFRENCE OF THE OPZ5 STATES TN GINEVA 0N JANU RY
G 19, 1974, |

i AS RFGARNS THE PARTICULAR PHRDE_EM NIL, WE N0 HNT BFLIEVE
SUOTHAT FUTURF OTL SUPPLY AND PRICES ©QULD OR SHOULD SE DISCUBSED
LU ISOLATED FROM SUPPLIES AND PRISES NF COHMONITIZS aAND MAJOR
90 INDUSTRTAL GOONS TRANED YNTERNATYOMALLY, OR FROM THE FLOW OF
CU 0 YECHNIMAL KMNueHNW, SXTLLS AND THEIR COSTS, AR FOOM 8YSYRMS
LT OF WORLD O MONFTARY ARD TaPITAL MOVEMENTS TN THE FUTURF. A
S0 NATIONAL OR TNTERNATYONAL PULITY THAT ATTEMPTS TN TGNORE ANY
R AR OALL OF THESFE FACTARS WILL ACTUALLY RE MEANINGLESS AND
o DOOMED Tﬂ FATLURE,

BUT AS T9 THF PLACE WHERE THFSZ WINF«ZANGIMG AMD FAR-REACHING
; TSSUFS sHOULN RE DYSCUSSFD, WE THINK THAT THE VUNTTED NATIONS
Tt AND CTYS SPRCTAILIZED NRGAMS ARE THE MNST APPRNPRIATE FORUM

o 1 FOR SUTH, SUSPICTONS WOULD THERE BE ALLAYED, CONFIDENCE AND
PO HOPE wnyLD 8F TNORFASED YHAT TRyULY FAIR AND EQUITAALF
ARRANGZHFNYS MAY DF MADE TO STAND FOR THE FUTURE,
i B
i+ ! - INDEED, ™R, PRESTOFENT, NOTHING COULD SERTCOUSLY DAMAGE THE
Tl PROSPENTS F0B YHF NDESIRED FRIENDLY CNOPERATIAN RETWEFN US,
~+ o, MORE TH&N THOSE UNFOUNDED ALLZGATINNS, PROVOCATINNS AND POINTe
Jo1 LESS THRFATS wHIfH HIGH NFFITALS OF YOUR ADHINILGTRATYON HAVE
_;wug RECENTLY PFRIISTFD IN DIRCZCTING AGAINST THE ARAB NATIQN,
470 IT 1S REGRETTEND THAT SHCH A THLNG HAS BEEN ALLOWED TO
fﬁj’é\ HAPPEN,
' ! : .
Cey wEHBELTEVE; MR, PRFSTUENT, THAT THF IINITFD STATES 0OF AMERICA
- | WITH ITS HUGF POSSIBILITIES Tt DTFFERENT FIELDS, IS CAPADRLE
By OF DNINGT A GREAT NDFAL FUR THF REALYZATION OF A WORLD 1IN
Co WHICH UNHEQSTANDTNG AND PQOaFtQI Y PREVATL.
. |
LT TO R SOEUCED VATHOUT T80 200 T a TR O THE ENECUTIVMG ne T ot
i SECRET |
! T
Y
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SECRET
 PAGE 23 K!WAIT Ap568 121349Z
PLEASE ACCEPT, MR, PRESINENT, My BEST REGARDS AND HIGHEST
CONSTDFRATYON. (56D SARAH AL«SALFM AL=SABAH, AMIR OF KUWAIT,
UNATE, | | | ‘
STOLTZFAY -
CROT IO LD T SO0 IED WITH O SEERET CURL OF TR RNECLI
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SECRET 236

1 PAGE 81 KUWAIT ?@572 1214247
R
ACTION SSu32 .

FO NCT=A1 150=AU  SS0<2¢ /031 W
1N ‘ fi ‘ ‘ LA R R RN Rk Rl ol BHEBIA
0 1214M87 FER 74 L i
FH AMEMBASSY RUWATT .
TO SFECSTATE WASHDC IMMEQTIATE 8756

$ ECRE T KUNAIT 8572
EXDIS
FQR THE SERRFTARY FROM STOLTZFUS

£0 116527 GOS
TAGS?T ENRG
SUBJ' AMTR'S RFPLY TN PRESIVENT'!S LETTFR RE ENERGY CONFERENCE

h‘- REF¢ A) KUWATT usea; 89 STATF n4§56

{. REF A CONTATNS TEXT OF AMIR QF KUWAIT'S RFPLY TO PRESiDFNT!S
JAN @ LETTER TN HIM PE FF8 1i FNFRGY CONFERENCE, AS SO00N AS I
RECEIVED CNPY NOF IT (SIGNED ORIGYNAL SFENT KUwAITI AMBASSADOR
WASHINGTANY, 1 CALLED UP FONMIN SABAH DURING CABINET MEETING
FER 19, Y TOLD HIM THAT WHILE T nIN NQT WISH APPEAR BRE TELLING
GOK HOW TD WRITE ITS LETTERS, I THAUBHY THIRD FROM LLAST PARA

" COMPLAINTNR NE MIONFOUNDED ALLEGATIONS, PROVOCATINNSG, AND

. POINTLFSS THREATS" OF HIGH USG OFFTCTALS wAS OFFFNSIVE,
NETRACTED FRNM MAIN THRUST UF LLETTER, AND WAS CALCULATED ONLY
"TQ IRRITATF PRFESNIENY AnD ScCRETARY, FONMIN SAID HE HAD NOT
SEEN LETTER RUT WQULD READ [T ANP RE IN TOUCH LATER IN DAY,

9, WHEN T SAW FONMTN AND UNDERSEC RASHID THAT AFTERNOON,

THFY SAID wWORDS SUCH AS "BLACKMATLM MADE LIFE VERY DIFFICULT
"FOR GOK, AND AMIR FELT QRLIGED TN REFER TO YPROBLEM® OF US
STATFMENTS wHICH INTFRPRETED 8Y ARABS AS PRESSURF TACTIC.

T RETTFRATFD MY PERSANAL VIEW PAPARRAPH WAS NFFENSIVE, @ ASKED
WHEN PROVOCAYIVE KUWAITI STATEMENTS WERE GDIMG TN STOP AND
WHF I PASTTIVE XUWAITT “0RDS AnD PEFRS IN SUPPURT oF US EFFORT
IN MILTAST WFRF GOING TO START, T SaYD I CONSIDEREN IMPORTANT

CNOY 1O 8ROt M;AJ(VD VLIRS T THE o i T O T EXECQUTIVE BT R
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No Objection to Declassification in Part 2012/04/03 : LOC-HAK-45-4-10-6



De])m ,Z;ff of szzfe s 3 m?wt\__ Ann
i “‘:..‘.:;;;;,; Gl
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CPAGE 82 KUWAIT 70572 1214247

PART OF FOMMIN'S AND MY JOBS Tn RE AVOTDANCE OF POLEMICS
AND SEYZTnS aLl NPPORTUNITIES To INCREASE CONPERATION BEWTEEN.
AUR THO COUNMTRYES, IMCLUDIMG PUBLIC GOVT POSITIONS, FONMIN
ASKED ME TN HOLD LP ON SENDING (FTTER TQ DEPT AND HE WOULD SEE
‘NHAT HE ﬂoﬂLD‘DD; . _
3. AT AIPPHRT TO GPEFT MOBUTU FER 12, UNPERSEC RASHID SAID HE
© YNSTRUCTED TFLL ME ON REHALS OF FONMIN SABAH THAT FONMIN HAD
DPISCUSSED MATTER wiITH CROWN PRINFE/PM WHO HAD COMMENTED THAT
HE APPRECIATFD. MY RATSING SUB'PCT AND HE AGREED T HAD A POINT,
CTROUBLE WAS AMTR HAD ALREADY DISPATCHED LETTFR TN HIS SON.
(THE AMBASSANQR) IN WASHINGTON, RASKHTID SAID CROwWN PRINCE AND
FONMIN BOTH WAMTED YOU TO Kifw THAY THFEY WOULD H&VE FAVORED
NDELETION OF OFFENDING PARAGRAPH AND THAT THEY RECOGNIZED
. DAMAGE THAT COHILD RE DONE TU RF'A|IONS NITH us THROUGH
NEEDLESSLY CRITICAL ST A]EMrN TS,

A, 1 WAS UNARLF Ta TANE DOWN AMIRIS {ETTFR, BUYT PERHAPS I AT
CLEAST STRUCK AMOTHFER BLOW IN rtiGH GOK CIRCLES FOR MORE
. TEMPFRATFE KuwAt.t REACTIONS TO. oun CURRtNT MIDEAST AND ENERGY
~ T INITIATIVES,
fLSTOLTZFUS

CNOY D BE RLPTODUCID WG SECRET b A0t OF G0 SITLLTIVE snn
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