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N\ NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION
(Outside System)

‘ . DOS, NSS, review : .
‘ \ . (completed : [MORI/CDF 005075152]

SECRET/SENSITIVE (XGDS) | " March 6, 1974
MEMORANDUM FOR.: GENERAL SCOWCROFT
FROM: | HAROLD H. SAUNDERS ’)(/"’L

| WILLIAM B. QUANDT 5.4

SUBJECT: Reply to Eilts Message on NAMRU

The subject of Ambassador Eilts'message at Tab B is the Naval
Medical Research Unit (NAMRU). It is one of those US institutions

in Egypt that survived the break in d1plornat1c relations in 1967.

The purpose of NAMRU is to conduct research on tropical diseas es,
a function it has performed effectively since World War II. It has a
sizable American staff and is located on the outskirts of Cairo.
NAMRU has normally had cordial relations with the Egyptian Ministry
of Health, . : ‘

Ambassador Eilts' message does not requir‘e”a. substantive reply, |
but we have attached at Tab A a brief acknowledgement that the

‘Secretary or you could send to Eilts,

RECOMMENDATION ‘That you seek the Secretary's a.pproval to

send the message at Tab A.
,(r Approve

Other

XGDS - 3
DECLAS - Date Impossible to Determlne
BYAUTH - Dr, Henry A. Kissinger
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SECRET/SENSITIVE
25X1
March 11, 1974
TO: AMBASSADOR EILTS
FROM:  SECRETARY KISSINGER [R__

Thank you for sending me the report on NAMRU. Your

approach to Fahmi was correct and hopefully, will enable us to

" avoid unnecessary problems here and there.

Warm regards.

SECRET/SENSITIVE
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- MARCH 5, 1974 . ¥ o \ o |
To:  SECRETARY KISSINGER _
FROM: AMBASSADOR EILTSs CAIRD 126

1, FDR PAST TWD MONTHS WE HaVE BEEN PRESSED BY CULTURAL SECTION
. DF FOREIGN MINISTRY TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS FOR A NEW NAMRU pnLICY
© . AGREEMENT. 1IT APPEARS THAT WHEN NAMRU LEASZ WAS RENEWED LAST JULY,
_MINISTER OF HEALTH SQUGHT TO INSIST ON INCLUSION OF SEVERAL OPERATIONAL
MATTERS WHICH WOULD IN EFFcCT MaVE GIVEN EGvPTIANS CDEQUAL STATUS IN
NAMRU. NAMRU CHIEF QSJECTED AND MANAGED TO GET THESE PROVISIONS KEPT
. DUT OF THE LEASEs BUT MINISTER NF HEALTH THEN ASKED FOREIGN MINISTRY

. TO HANDLE MATTER ON A MORE FORMAL GOVERNMENT=TO-GOVERNMENT (EVEL.

« _AFDREMENTIONED CULTURAL SECTION'S APPROACHER ARE THE RESULT,

L 2., 1 HAVE DELIBERATELY DELAYEN GIVING Mv ANSWER TO THE ~ULTURAL

¢ SECTION SINCE 1 KNOW US NAvY FEELS STRONGLY A30UT NOT GETTING EGYPTIANS
ANY MORE INTO THE NAMRY ACT, WHEN WITH FAHwyY T0ODAYs I TOLND HIM ABOUT
THE PRORLEM AND SUGGESTED NN A PUTRELY PERSONAL BASIS THAT H- SHDULD
FRAR THE TIME BEING GET THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND HIS CULTURAL (
SECTION TO DROP THE SURJECT. GIVEN WHAT 1 UNDERSTAND ARE ZUMWALT'S !

© NEGATIVE VIEWS OM SUFZ CANaL REMPENING AND nTHER MATTERS Df INTEREST §
TN EGYPT AND THE JO8 OF CO<NITINNING IT WILL TAKE WITH HIM :Np SOME OF -
TUE OTHER ADMIRALS, 1 OOINTED DUT THAT IT IS IN NEITHMER OF NUR INTERESTS
Th MUDDy THE WATERS By PRESSING NnW ON WHAT IS BASICALLY A »INDR ISSUEs
BUT ONE WHICH COULD GET NAvY BACKS UP, i
3, FAHMY KNEW NOTHING :BOUT THE CULTURAL SECTION'S APPvnACHES. g
ME IMMENIATELY AGREED AND UNDERTODK TO GET TN TOUCH WITH Tu= MINISTER
OF HEALTH TO ASK HIM T LAY OFF, HE SAID Ht WILL ALSO ARRA“GE THAT I
CALL ON THE MINISTER TO DISCUSS NAMRU OPERATINON, WHICH I Sa1D 1 WOULD
OF CDURSE BE PLEASED T0D 0O, AS FaR HIS CULTURAL SECTIONs w4 TOLD ME
SIMPLY TO IGNORE ITS APPROACHES OM THE SUBJECT. o i
" 4, HOWEVERs SINCE WE MuST WORK WITH CULTURAL SECTION ON OTHER
MATTERS, 1 SUBSEQUENTLY ASxED SIRRI TO LET HIS CULTURAL COLLEAGUES
KNOW. THE MINISTER QOES NOT WANT THE NAMRU 1ssus PUSHED,
BY
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