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MEMORANDUM

THE WHEYCE TOUSE

WASHIENGTON

August 25, 1976

MEMOR ANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT

RON NESSEN
FROM: | LES .TANKA#’,‘ .
SUBJECT: Morning Press Itemny
1. Conunent on Meeting of Korean Armistice Commisslon:

Suggcsted Guidancas

Strongly recommend you defer all comment to the State
Department today, [f pressed, you should simply point ast that
the U. S, side used todays meeting to reiterate its demands for
punishment of the North Kore an guards involved, and a demand
for assurances against such further incidents. With regard to
the North Korean proposal of further subdividing the Joint
Security Arca to separate Novrth Korean and United Nation forces,
the U. 5. side simply undertook to study the proposal,

If asked, about reports of South Kurean unhapplness with
appearances ol a shifting U. 8. position towards North Korea,
you should point ot the State Department spoke. to this at length
yesterday. indicating that there have bygen continuous close con-
sultations between the Korean Government and the U, 8. Embassy
in Seoul, and thal you have no specific comment on stories of
this nature, '

2. C‘omment on the Lebuncse Sitnation:
Suggested Guidance:

You should leave all questions to State. The State
Department will indicate today that we still have no readout
from the two officers that visited the Christian zone. If pressed,
you should reiterate the consistent stand of the United States
against any partition of Lebanon.

(See Attached Background material),
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Morning Preus Items  (Continued) ' -2

August 25, 1976

3.

Comment on African Developments:

Suggeated CGuidance:

There 1s no reason for you Lo comment on today's spate
of storles about Namibia-U. 8. plans for Rhodesia., and the
continued trouhles in Sonth Alrica. The Stalé Department is
prepared to speak to these matters as, they did 'yesterday.

If asked about an Administration initiative on the Byrd
Amendment, you should reiterate that the Administration has
consistently favored repcal of the Byrd Ainendment and the
Prusident and Secretary Kiassinger have frequently called
upon Clongrces Lo repeal the amendment, and it now up to
the Congress to change the law which puts the United States

in violation of its international obligations regarding the

sanciions of Rhodesia.

Egyptian Hijacking:
Guidance:

Yesterday's suggested guidance is still good, however,
a Presidential me ssage Lo President Sadat has been sent to
Lgypt, but has not yel been delivered, We do not plan to
release the text, You should not mention this until we have
confirmation of delivery of the message,
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For Bacitsravid

Al Tl BARAS 100 i g s

Auguustl 24, 1976

FSOs and LLIEDANON SI'TUATION

[Background: The two forcign service officers, [Toughton and Mack,

have left Tebanon and are en route to Cyprus; they will report on their
talks in'the Christian-held partz of Y.ebapon via telegramsy Lo Washington,
Somea press tickers are carrying reports of their departure {rom Lebauon,
and also speculating that the lwo will go back L0 Lebunoun rather than
return to Washingtun, Comment should be limited to the fullowling:]

Q..Can you confirm that tha foreign service officers sent to the
Christian held parts of Lobanon have left and are in Cyprus?
Wil) they coma back to Washiogton now or return to Lebanon?

A, They have left Liebanon and should be in Cyprus today. Iam not
going to commeant on plans for their onward travel at this time,

Q. Will they be repating on their Lulks from Cyprus?

A. Yes, they will be sanding in their reports to Washington.

Q. Can you tell us what the resulls of Ltheir discussions were and
with whon they met?

A. I have nothing to give you at thxa tima. We haven't had any
reports yet.

Q. What did the mission accomplish? Is there any prospect for
a seltlement? '

A. The dispatch of thase officers is .p:ﬂ‘t of our en-going effort to
be helpful diplomatically but I am not golng to get into ény discussion

of any exchanges.
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FSOs TO LEBANON - |

Why, aftcr evacuating our Americans bocause of the security
situation and thinning down our E mh.mt,y, is the US sending
soine Foreign Scrvice officers into the Christian~held porlions
of J.abanon? Is this a new US luitiative to solve the Lebanon
problem or is it a move Lo formalize the partition of Lebanon?

Since the outset of the I.ahancse vrisis, the US hus been rendering

- diplomatic assistance to help envourage the Lebancse parties

towards a peacaeful settlemaent which will preserve Lebanon's

independence, national unity and territorinl integrily. However,

on a practical basis, owing to the sccurity conditions, it has not

~ been possible for our embassy personnel that remain in West

Boirut lo get in touch'w}th 'mau‘iy of the leaders and important
personalitics un Lhe other side of the confrontation line in FKast
Bei-rut.' " It wil..l be reuallcd that in tryi.ng to cross thiu confron-
tation line, our diplomals were'agsassinated.

Thercfore, two Foreign Service officers (Roburt lloughton and
D:;.V‘.d Mack == State can provide bio‘ details) with wide é);.pericnce
in Lobanese matters have hcaon sent directly to Lcelbanon_,_ via

Cyprus, on tcmporary cmwuliations to discusu currcnt developments

_ w:.th hey lmxders in the Christian- hcld area and report back to

Waslun{;,!.on. | o | -

"JA
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The assignmment of these officers is part of L,‘de.,y Beirut!s.

‘overall mission Lo bave cnntacl with the Lebanvse parties

luokmp ana.rtlb a peacaful ..eulemr_nt 1t iy not a now initiativé

but part of our on-going efforl Lo be bhelpful chplom'xticauy.

The assignment of these officers to arcas whiclk’ c.mmot now
bc reachod by our Embassy pt:rs:onm,l ahsolutely mehes no

change in our pn!ivy and is being undl.'! l.'takun for gt:j_g_gy_practical

reasons owmg to amurlty conditionf.. US policy remains ppposed -

to thu pa l‘titlon of Lvh‘nmn or de facto partition as a solution to
the Lobancse trapgedy. We £u-mly support Lebanon! s sovereifnty,
texritorial integrity, national cohesion and unity.

prcviau;ly ,
Wwhen bcc.ur:ty ¢ onr.hta,uua/allnwnd it, our Embassy pe rsmmc-.l

were in repgular contact with Loebanese Ch ristian leaders,
So this is nol new, it does not imply any spccial raecopnition

of the gaopraphic aren involved or of the individuals who will

L
-

be contacted.

Why was this not announced in mlv.fu\mce?' Did the Lebanese
Chrislians ask the US to send thcue representatives ?

Obviou*ily, it was not announced in advance for security reasond.

This action is 'being taken in the context of T:h:bassy Beirul's

missipn to be in touch with the purlies and therefore the question

. - i
of whother thig iz boing done in regponse lo specific rcquests

docs not arisc.

.
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