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THE WASHINGTON POST = SUNDAY, DECEMBER 34, 19785
NATO MISSES SCHLEBINGER
BY MICHAEL GETLER

BRUSSEL S»wTHE ABBENCE OF PORMER Ul3, SECRETARY QOF: DEFENGE

JAMES R, SCHLESINGER FROM THE JUSTSCONCLUDED NATO DERENSE

MINISTYERS! MEETING HERE CASY A LARGE UWADOW OVER THE ALLIED

gg::ggvg?:ﬂns AND OVER THE NEW PENTAGON CHIEF, DONALD H,.
LG

INTERVIEWS WITH A NUMBER OF NATO, UeS. AND neu;mnn OFFICIALS
REVEALED A WIOZGPREAD FEELING THAT SCHLESINGER(S PRESENEE
WAS SORELY MISSED AND THAT RUMSFELOTS 'INIYIAL OFFIEIAL DEBUT
AS THE NEW DEFENSE: SECRETARY DI0 LITTLE TO EASE NATD CONCERNS
OVER SCHLESINGER'S PIRING BY PRESIDENY FORD A MONTH ABQ, ~

SCHLESINGER!S ABILITY TO PRAME NATO!S PROBLEMS IN TERMS DF
BROAD GLOBAL STRATEGIES, AND RUMSFELD'S REREATED DEFERENCE
IN PRIVATE TO SECRETARY QF SYATE HENRY A, KISSINGER ON A

WIDE RANGE OF U,8,. POLICY QUESTIONS THAT A U.3, OEFENSE CHIEF
NORMALLY WOULD OX18CUSS WERE, WERE THE TWO POINTS MOBT
FREQUENTLY MENTIONED BY EXPERJENCED OFFICIALS,

WHE WAS THE PROFESSORy™ SAZD ONE TOP WESTERN QFFICIAL
ABOUT SCHLEGINGER, "THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF DEPENSE, THE
POLITICIANS PASSING THROUGH AS n!ﬂxarﬁnt~¢rspantN;avnzgggﬁ,
MIM YO QIVE THEM A PHMILOSPHICAL UMBRELLA UNDER WHICW THEY'
COULD OPERATE AT HOMES®
oW W W R e WA HER COMMENT 4w oW W e W

HYLAND, MCFARLANE ) QOMAN, SECPLE
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SCHLEBINGER; WHOSE KNOWLEDBE OF NATIONAL SECURITY I88UES
RAN DEEP AND WAS MIXED TOGETHMER WITH A BACKBRQUND IN
ECONOMECS AND HISTORY, "WAS A TREMENDOUS RESOURCE FOR THE
MINISTERS AND FOR GOVERNMENTS THAT DON'T HAVE THAT BACRe:
GROUND," ADDED ANOTHER EUROPEAN OFFICIAL,

" THE SQUANDERING OF TWAT RESOURCE' IS INCREDIBLE TO US,"
ME ADDED, "BECAUSE WE CANTT REALLY CONSULT WITH HIM, NOW
THAT ME I8 ON THE OUTSIOE, WITHOUT RURTING OUR RELATIONS.
WITH (PRESIDENT) FORD.® |

MANY IN NATO'S CIVILIAN AND MILITARY MIERARGHMY WARE

STILL SHAKING THEIR MEADSNM QVER THE ABRUPT QISMISSAL OF ‘THE
FORMER PENTAGON BOSS, WHO, OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS, AAD
BECOME THE FOREMOBT WESTERN SPOKESMAN POR A MILITARILY
STRONG ATLANTIC ALLIANCE, T i |

THE ARRIVAL WERE EARLY THIS WEEK: OF RUMSFELD, HWOWEVER

NAS LOOKED TO WITR AT LEAST SOME HORE BY ALLIED WINIBTERS,
RUMSPELD I8 VIEWED AS BEING BRIGHT, AND , AB A FORMER
AMBASSADOR 7O NATD, WELL VERSED IN EUROPEAN PROBLEMS,

HE 18 SEEN HERE AS HOLDING A MARD LINE ON DEFENSE MATTERS,
BUT RUMSFELD I8 ALSO VIEWED AS EXTREMELY AMBITIOUS POLITICAWLY
AND A8 NOT WUCH MORE THAN A WCARETARERR AT THE PENTAGON,

A THOUGHY THAT UNSETTLES MANY DEFENSE OFFICIALS,

MI8 PERFORMANCE AT THE TWO=DAY MEETING WERE WAS AL 80 WIDELY
REGARDED AS MUCH T0O LOWwKEY POR AN AMERICAN DEFENSE CHIEN,
WHO 18 TRADITIONALLY LOOKED TO POR STRONG LEADERSHIR,

SOME OFFICIALS, DESPITE RUMSFELD'S BACKGRQUND IN NATO,
WERE: WILLING 16 WRITE OFF. THIS PERFORMANCE AB SIMPLY BEING
NEW IN THE JOB, , L34

"BUT I OONFY THINK HE COULD GET AWAY WITH THAT IF WE DQES 27
AGAIN, ¥ BAYD unuecaguﬁgeu: WHETS GPTING OUT OF ALMOST
EVERYTHING, EITHER HETS SEEN TOLO TO STAY OUT OF HENRY!S
(KIBSINGERTS) BUSINESS OR M18:JOB I8 VERY NARROWLY OEFINED,
ON ISSUE AFPTER 188UE RE WQULD SIMPLY DEFPER TO KISSINGER .AND
THEY we THE DEFENSE MINISTERS == WEREN'T USED TO THAT, ‘1T
WOULD WAVE BEEN BETTER JUST TO SAY RE WAS A NEW BQY," ’

RUMSFELD MELD NO PRESS. CONFERENCE, THE FIRST TIME IN
RECENT MEMORY THAT A Uy$, SECRETARY OF QJEFENSE HAS SHOWN
UP AY THESGE SEMImANNUAL MEETINGS AND NOT RET WITH i
JOURNALISTS, EUROPEAN SOURCES SAID RUMSFELD ALSO GAVE MIS
OPENING SPEECH AT THE WRONG TINE, o ‘ T
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WTHE EURDPEANS == THOUGH CERTAINLY NQT'Akg-ﬂF'!NEM=nwwﬂgPﬁN0$9
ON SCHLEBINGER FOR OEPINING 'ISSUES INTELLECTUALLY AND WITH
GREAT PRECISION, THEY LIKED THE 816 PICTURE AND YOU REALLY

DO NEED A CGACH HERE,™ AN AMERXCAN DELEGATE Sa10,

PSCHLESBINGER'!S PUPIL, GEORG LEBER (TNE WEST GERMAN MINISTER
OF DEFENSE) TRIED TO MAKE L THE 0BVIOUS [OSS BY SIVING™TAE
SCHLESINGER TWIST ON THINGS, HE OOEINTY HAVE THE SAME
GRASP BUT HE I8 A MAN OF STRONG CONVIGTIONS AND IT WAS GOOD
TO SEE WIM TRY TO MOVE IN, ¥ HE ADDED, A

ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL SPOKESMEN, THE NATO MEETING NAS FILLED
WITH WLIVELY DISCUSSIONS® nuR!NéfTHE'THQJDAYG‘ap CLOSEDe
DOOR: MEETINGS, BUT OTHER NATO ‘SOURGES -SAXO PRIVATELY THAT ‘THE
SEBSIONS WERE GENERALLY SWORT AND DULL, |
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