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MEMORANDUM FOR THE srcaargnv

FROM3 THE SITUATION ROOM
SUBJECTI  REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM,

[ARMY review completed ]

THE SITUATION NORTH OF: HUE REMAINS SERIOUSP HOWEVER,
GOVERNMENT DEFENSE. LINES ARE REGINNING TO STABILIZE AS
THE MILITARY REGION (MR) { COMMANDER, MAJ GEN TRUONG,
'MOVES HIS FDRCEB INTD DEFENSIVEF POSITIONS NORTH, WEST,
AND SOUTH DF THE CITY, THE CDMMUNIST ATTACK AND CAPTURE
~ OF VIRTUALLY DESERTED QUANG TRI CITY ON 19 MARCH AND
. SUBSEQUENT REPDRTS OF NVA TANKS AND INFANTRY HEADING SOUTH
TOWARD AUF APPEAR T HAVE INYTTALLY SHAKEN ARVN CONw
FIDENCE IN ITS ABRILITY YO DEFEND MHUE, MOWEVER, THE HFAVY
CASSAULTS AGAINST THE CITY ENVISIONED BY LOCAL SOUTH
VIETNAMESE COMMANDERS MAVE NOT YET UCCURRED AND PLANS FOR
DEFENDING THE CITY ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED, THE MY CHANH
RIVER, WHICH FORMS THE QUANG TRIwTHUA THIEN PROVINCIAL -
BOROER IN THE ROUTE { AREA, WILL BF THE NORTHERNMQOST _ : NSA oo
DEFENSTVE POBITION, IT IS DEFENDED BY FQUR ARVN RANGER | "
AND 19 REGIONAL FORCE BAYTALIONS BACKED BY ARMOR UNITS,
THE LINE EXTENDING SOUTHWESTWARD I8 DEFENDED BY 4 MARINE
BRIGADE, THE ARVN 18T DIVISION IS NPERATING IN THE HIGH
. GROUND WEST AND SOUTHWEST OF HUE AND TWO BATTALIONS DF
ANOTHER MARINE BRIGADE. ARE DEPLOYED NEAR PHY |0C, BETWEENM
HUE AND THE HAT VAN PASS, THE VITAL PaASS Is DEFENDED BY ON-FILE NSC RELEASE
THREE REGIONAL FORCE aumxeus. INSTRUCTIONS APPLY

SQUTH OF D& NANG, THWOD BATTAL,!DNS FROM THE ARVN 3D DIVISION
HAVE REINFORCED QUANG TIN PROVINCE, BUTT AS IN QUANG NGAR
PROVINCE, COMMUNIST FORCES ARE CONTINUING TU PRESSURFE GOVERNw
MENT POSITIONS, AT LAST REPORT, ROUTE { WAS OPFM RETYWEEN
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QUANG NGAI AND DA NANG,

LEAD ELEMENTS OF THE EVAcuafIQN COLUMN FROM THE HIGHLANDS
ARRIVED AT TUY HOA PROVINCE LAST NIGHT, INITYAL REPORTS INw
DICATE THAT WITHDRAWING TROOPS WERE ORDERLY AND UNDER CONw
TROL, THE EXTENT OF NVA HARASSHMENT OF THE COLUMN 18 NOT
KNOWN, BUT A 20 MARCH ROMMUNTST MESSAGE STATED THAT CHED RED
MAD REEN OCCUPIED AND, THOUGH PROBABLY EXABGERATED, "TWENTYw
EIGHT $55-MM HOWTTZERB, 48 TANKS, AND MANY ARMORED

VEMICLES" HAD BEEN CAPTURED,:

ELEMENTS OF THE ARVYN 3D AIRBORNE BRIGADE, WHICH ARRIVED a?v
CAM RANM BAY ON 19 MARCHM, ARF EN ROUTE TOD WESTERN KHANH

HOA PROYINCE, WITH THE DEPEAT OF THE 23D ARVYN DIVISION IN

- DARLAC PROVINCE, THME AIRBORNE WILL WAVE THE IMPORTANT JOB

- OF. DEFENDING THE HIGH GROUND ALONG ROUTE 21 AND THE WESTERN
APPﬁnAFHEQ TD KHMANM HMOA PRNOVINCE,

DIVISINN, AN NVA PRISONER CAPTURED IN THMF BAN ME THUNT
- FIGHTING CLATYMED TD RE: FROM THE 336TH, BUT IT HAS NOT BEEN
FIRNMLY ESTABLISHED THAT THE DIVISION IS IN DARLAC PROVINCE,

IN ADDYITIQN TO MEAVY FIGHTING TN THE TAY NINW AREA, BINMW

TUY AND LONG KHANH PROVIMEFS HAVE EXPERIENCED INCREASED ENEMY
ACTIVITY, ON 19 MARCH, AFTER DAYS OF HEAVY FIGHMTYING, GOYERNe
MENT FORCES WERE ROUTED IN THE DINH DUAN AREA, EFFECTIVELY
BLOCKING ROAD ACCUESS TO THE MIGHLANDS ALONG ROUTF 120, ON

ON THE 287TH, HOAT DUC DISYRICT TOWN, IN RINM THUY WAS DVERRUN,
Auo ATTACKS. AGAxNaT XUAN LDC DN ROUTE § CAN Be EXPECTED SOON,

~IN 6IMH LONG PRGVINCE: THE EQEAKQUT FROM THE BOVERNMENT ENCLAVES
AT AN |LDC AND CHAN THANK Iﬂ REPDRTED TH RE MEETING LITTLE ‘
C:UMHUNIST OPPOSITION,
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IN. MR 4, COMMUNIST FORCES PONTINUE TO THREATEN CAN THD AND THE -
ROUTE 4 AREA NEAR THE DINH THUONG=KIEN PHMONG PROVINCTAL

BORDER, BuUT ND BIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS OR CONTACTS uITH

GOVERNMENT FORCES HAV& BEEN REPORTED,
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