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EMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

SEERET /SENSITIVE ' ACTION

September 11, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL HAIG
FROM: RICHARD T. KENNEDY N{L/"
SUBJECT: The. Possibility that the DRV will try

to Assassinate Thieu

The article attached again raises the possibility that Hanoi will try to
pull off a ""surprise" before the election to upset the present military

and political balance between the two sides. - Although a military
"gurprise" of the Tet dimension is most unlikely, a desperate assassina-
tion attempt against Thieu may well be within the capability of the DRYV.
If successful, it would certainly present the U,S. Government with a
"surprise, " the consequences of which (for us) cannot be good and could
prove disastrous. : ‘

The DRV may well have this capability and certainly -~ at least to the
western mind -- such an attempt would be a logical one for the DRV to
try. o

We should make certain that the Thieu vaerpment -- and our mission in
Saigon -- is adequately prepared:

~- to protect against Thieu's assassination; and

-- in the event of his assassination, to keep the present Saigon
Government from disintegrating.

If you agree, I will discreetly query George Carver to make certain that
concerned elements of our Saigon mission have kept this possibility under
review, that all reasonable planning has been done to meet such a con-

. tingency, and that they are satisfied that Thieu has kept this in mind in
his own internal planning.. For the obvious reason, we must do any
checking with the utmost discretion, and I would emphasize this -- we
are not calling for planning, jusy checking to see if it has been done.

NSS review oompleted.]

Agree 1 Disagree
Attachment hd

John Holdridge concurs.

MSITWE -
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'.- PEKI‘\'G Sept. 5—~Senior
"North Vietnamese officials
-have hinted that the Indo-
‘china war could possibly end
before or shortly after the
-American presidential eleetion
in November, travellers just
‘back {rom Hanoi said here
-today.

= But if no agreement Is
.reached by November, the
‘North Vietnamese affirmed
-that they had “surprises
ahead” on the battlefield, the
travellers said. Hanoi officials
admitted to the visitors, how-

mﬁ‘

. »
ever, that the U.S. bombing
and harbor-mining was having
an effect. .

The visitors, who had talks
with officials just below the
level of North Vietnam’s rul-
ing triumvirate, said this was
the first time they had heard
even a caufious note of opti-
mism from Manoi channels
about the possibility of a Viet-
nam cease-five within a defi-
nite time frame,

[A coniradictory report filed
by UPI from London quoted
Communist diplomats who re-
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cently visited Hanof and sald
these sources indicate that
North Vietnam will wait until
after the U.S. presidential
election before considering a
possible . settlement of the,
war.]

The reportz came 24 hours
after the exiled Cambodian
head of state, Prince Norodom
Sihanouk, had told reporters
here that a few days &go Pre-
mier Chou En-ai had said
there was a possibility of Pres-
ident Nixon stopping the war
just before the election or
within a month or two after-
wards.

Like Chou, the returned vis.
ftors from Hanoi Iindicated

‘jthat North Vietnamese offi-

clals had also sald there was
an equal possibility that the
war could continue -indefl-
nitely.

Qbservers here note that
President Nixon and other
senfor U.S. officials have re.
cently referred to the possibil
ity of a2 quick end to the war.
Diplomats speculate that Mr.

" |Nixon, Chou and the North Vi

etnamese leaders may know
more &..out secret negotiation
than has yet become public.

Diplomatic sources lere
said today it was possible that
North Vietnam might he pre
pared to make some conces-
slons—possibly fewer than the
Amerleans—to reach a peace-
ful solution.

Some ° observers believe
Chou's theory that a quick end
to the war is possible could
stem from information which
the President's foreign policy
adviser Henry Kissinger con-
veyed when he was here in
June.

Observers believe the North
Vietnamese leaders have re-
servations about Mr. Nixon's
intentions—hence their refer.
ences to continued warfare,
Their alluslon to ‘surprises
ahead” if there is no cnmn.
hient ‘soon - TN refer 10 at-
}ac}s on’ Saigon, {tis, henf,:.'ed
hore,

e “pro-Communist forccs

South Virtnamese eapital snd
one hattle Jast week {ook

pluce only 3.: mllvm nm'(h of it,

have been edging closer (o the,
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