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U SAIGON CUPI)~- PRESIDENT NIXON HAS TOLD soum vxnrmmm: PRESI-
DENT NGUYEN VAN-THIEY THAT THE UNITED STATES IS "NOT GOING TO BE
. STAMPEDED™ OUYF OF VIETNAM, DIFLOMATIC SOURCES SAID TONIGHT. IT WILL

.. TEST THE LATEST COMMUNIST PEACE PLAN FOR A SIMWTANEOUS RE~
. LEASE OF AMERICAN POWS AND WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS BEFORE THE
END_OF THE YEAR.

THE DIPLOMATIC SOURCES SAID THAT U.S. . PRESIDENI’IAL AIDE FE“RY

, -;_mssINGER BROUGHT THIEU PERSONAL ASSURANCES FROM NIXON THAT
" THE "UNITED STATES WOWD CONT INUE TO SUPPORT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
GOVERNMENT . KISSINGER FLEW TO THAILAND TODAY AFTER A THREE DAY visit

7 MERE,

KISSINMR TOLD THIEU THAT THE COMMUNIST PEACE FLAN FRESENTED AT

| THE. PARIS TALKS LAST WEEK WAS "ENTICING" BUT ALSO FUWLL OF TRAPS, THE

" 'SOUNCES SAID, AS IT STANDS, THE SOURCES QUOTED KISSINGER AS SAYING,

" THE PLAN 1S NOT M:tEM‘ABLE. BUF THAT NIXON WILL MAKE A REASONABLE

gguggzn-omn TO SEE HHETHER THE COMMUNISTS ARE WILLING TO NEGO-
aTE.

% K1SSINGER DID Ruﬁ: m: POSSIBIL ITY OF A GREATLY SPEEDED UP

‘nam OF AMERICAFTROOP W ITHDRAWALS, THE SOURCES SAID-=~NOT ONLY

WITH THIEU BUT WITH U.S. AmaAssanﬁn ELLSWORTH BUNKER AND UsS, VIET-

-nm COMMANDER GEN. CRE IGHTON W. ABRAMS,

© . THE SOURCES SAID THAT NO. DEFINITE CONCL USIONS WERE. REACHED DUR-
nm ‘KISSINGER'S VISIT, BUI THAT 1T WAS POSSIBLE THE WITHDRAWAL RATE

WOWLD INCREASE 10 AS mmv AS 20,808 MEN A MONTH DURING THE NEXT

- SEVERAL MONTHS, -

-4 THE WEEKLY 'ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE U.S. COMMAND HERE SAID 2,200
. TROOPS WERE W ITHDRAWN LAST WEEK, REDUCING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF

HE LOWEST SINCE MARCH 31, 1966.
“THE ‘SOURGCES SAID THE INCREASED RATE OF WITHDRAWALS NOW -

amﬁa DISCUSSED WOUD CONTINUE UNTIL A "RESIDUAL FORCE LEVEL" WAS
" REAGMED IN VIETNAM, ALTHOUGH THAT LEVEL ITSELF HAS NOT YET BEEN

. FIXED. SOME SOURCES MERE SAY THE "RESIDUAL FORCE™ WOLWD BE
-ABOUT ashqm ‘MEN, WHILE REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON RECENTLY HAVE INe

e M%IED
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' THE SOURCES SAID TRE S IFT PWLOUTS WERE BEING CONTEMPLATED PART-

"LY IN RESPONSE TO THE COMMUNIST OFFER, PARTLY TO REDUCE POL ITICAL
. PRESSURE AT MOME, AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF GROWING FEARS OF THE DRUG AND
. GENERAL MORALE PROBLEMS IN THE U,S. MIL ITARY HERE. |

'WHATEVER THE PWLOUT RATE BECOMES, HOWEVER, KISSINGER ‘
ASSURED THIEU THAT THERE WOWD BE STRONG CONTINUED LOGISTICAL HELP
TO THE VIETNAMESE WAR EFFORT AS WELL AS INCREASED UeSs AID TO OFF=
SET ECONOMIC LOSSES CAUSED RY THE DEPARTURES, THE SOWRCES SAID. -

_ K1ISSINGER SPENT THE LAST DAY OF HIS VISIT MEETING WITH OPPOSI~-
TION FIGURES, SOME OF WHOM ARE EXPECTED TO RUN AGAINST TMIEU IN
OCTOBER®S PRESIDENT IAL ELECT JIONS, HE HAD EARLIER MET WITH |
THIEU AND OTHER GOVERNMENT FIGIRES.
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