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'atentn-knn'z (THIEY SPEECH TEXT)
XXX T0 BE DONE.

TEXT) N 1915. AS I REcALL. I DISCUSSED AND AWALYZED

rnz sxruarxou rnnr wnaLn ARISE IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM IN

1972 AND 1973, AND I ANTICIPATED THAT. xu 1972 u.s. rnoops-nxaur
* BE TOTALLY VITHDRAWN AND THAT THE RVN ARMED ronczs WOULD

ASSUME FULL m:smusmn.m FOR GROUND COMBAT OPERATIONS, ~

. ¢ sLse nnTxcxpnrnn THAT Bzeuust 1972 1S A U.S. ELECTION rtaa |

AND 1973 VILL BE A POSTELEGTI&! YEAR 1T VAS RIGHLY. LIKELY

THAT THE eonnuuxsrs vouLD rxant A FINAL BATILE. ruznzrent

1 nmm-:mn mu U.Se smarmw AND TACTICAL AIR |
SUPPORT BE nn:nrnxuzn UNTIL. LAIE 1973, IN THIS spxnxr, I ALS@ |
;REQUESTEE THAT aax rnaeps nzna:n UNTIL LATE 1973, wanr 1 roazssw
'ms Now mnt mut. i " | |

B ('Y nmam-:a pznsnc'rm: aun m:rmuc oF vmmn can
©BE PROYD OF THE. FACT THAT u 18 puﬂn mz ROLD *

i e e sem dbeeem s dber kv AR W RS T B mn‘l‘nlrna'!‘ nnn\
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%A SOLUTION WHEREBY INDGCHINA WOULD BECOME A BUFFER zaue., THEY CONTEND -
THAT OF THE TVO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES--THE USSR AND RED CHINA--
THE USSR IS NOT T0 BE FEARED BECAUSE IT IS A EUROPEAN COMNUNLST L
© COUNTRY FAR FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA, VHEREAS RED CHIWA 1S TO BE FEARED
 BECAUSE IT IS AN ASTAN COMMUNIST COUNTRY CLOSE TO US. THESE
 IHEORIES CALL FOR TURNING INDOCHINA INTO A BUFFER zenm, VHERE. s
© THE VIETWAMESE PEOPLE--VHO HAVE TRADITIONALLY HATED
CHINA--VOULD BE CAPABLE OF OPPOSING RED CHIWA. cconnxua 10
THESE THEORISTS, TO INSURE THAT THE VIETWAMESE PEOPLE SUCGESSFULLY
* PERFORM THIS TASK, SOUTH AND NORTH VIETWAN MUST BE REUNIFIED
|50 AS TO HAVE SUFFICIENT MANPOWER AND TROOP STRENGTH. THESE
THEORISTS VISUALIZE THAT ONLY HANOI IS CAPABLE OF LEADING
INDOCHINA - TN PERFORMING THIS TASK--THAT OF TURNING INDOCKINA
| INT0 A BUFFER ZONE, UNDER SOVIET IurLuzncz, T0 CONTAIN RED cuxua.;,ff _

Reannnrns THIS TﬁEORY, 1 HOLD THAT THE USSR AND. azu
| CHINA POSE A COMMON aanaxx, THAT EVEN A REUNIFIED VIETNAM
WOULD NOT BE A YUGOSLAVIA, THAT THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (AS

MEARD) VOULD BY W0 ntnns BE ABLE ra PLAY THE RGLE OF A YUQGSLAVIA

VIS A VIS THE USSR AND RED cn:nn, THAT VIETNAN (AS HEARD)

'VOULD BY N0 MEANS BE ABLE TO PLAY THE ROLE OF A YUGGSLAVIA |
visa VIS THE USSR, AND. THAT A SO-CALLED YUSOSLAVIA OF runacuzun |
. wOuLD. cvnsxsr SOLELY OF conuuuzsr PARTY MEMBERS AFFILI&TED '
:-wxra RED cHInA. tuznsreﬁt, THIS THEORY 18 UNTENABLE.

* WHY NOT TURN NORTH VIETNAM, AND NORTH VIETNAN ALO!E. IITO A
~ BUFFER ZONE AND nnxnrAxu THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AS A FREE
| ]nar:ou? naatn v:srunn ALONE, AS A BUFFER ZONE, WOULD BE ABLE.
- TO KEEP RED cuxna PERHAPS MORE EFFECTIVELY FROM SPREADING TO
jsauruznsr ASIA. VE REALIZE THEN THAT THIS THEORY
WAS PROMOTED BY noaru vxzruan.j THE | U
NBRTH vtzrnnnzst COMMINISTS CLAIN THAT VIETNAM 5 ou:. .  ;;fff“ff,55

AID THA‘!’ TNRANANTEA CARSTISTS OF ONLY THREE :m'mns. O
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OF NORTH VIETHAHESE COMMUNIST TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETUAN, '
- CAMBODIA AND LAOS. HE CAH ASSU”E THEI THAT THE PRE-SEIT

bPEACE SDLBTION ADVARCED BY THE COMMUNISTS, WHICH WULD LEAVE -
300,002 NORTH VIETMHESE TROOPS 1IN THE SOUTH, AID ‘A FORMULA FOR
A THREE~SEGMENT GOVERM!EHT, A DISBUISED COALITION GOVERHENT,
REPRESENT HERELY A TRANSITIONAL STAGE CONDUCIVE TO REUNIFICATION
OF THE SOUTH AND THE NORTH UNDER THE HANOI COHHUHIST GQVERIHENT

\,_’"
T
i

AND TO IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS THEORY.

WHAT ROLE IS OUR REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM PLAYING? THE REPUBLIC
OF VIETWAM, AS 1 HAVE SAID, ON ONE HAND 1S PROTECTING ITS |
INDEPENDENCE, TERRITORY AND FREEDOM AND ON THE OTHER HAND 1S
PLAYING THE ROLE OF AN ourrosr CONTAINING THE RED TIDE AND
KEEPING IT FROM SPnsapxns ALL OVER SOUTHEAST ASIA. IF THE
xzpuaL:c'orivrzrnnu,‘w§1¢n I gnvt OFTEN LIXENED TO A STANDARD
BEARER, FALLS, I CAN FIND NO OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRY
CAPABLE OF STANDING FIRM, POLITICIANS AROUND US ALSO REALIZE
THAT SHOULD THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM FAIL TO STAND FIRM THE
SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION WOULD GRADUALLY FALL INTO COMMUNIST HANDS.

THEREFORE , wﬁts.yz Fbuxn.ounsvaas IN A SITUATION WHERE VE HAD
_ TO CONTINUE FIGHTING WITH THE VIETWAMESE PEOPLE'S OVN BLOOD AND
* BONES, WE AT ONCE CONFIRMED OUR ASPIRATIONS TO THE U.S. ALLY.
1 WAS THE FIRST TO WELCOME THE NIXON DOCTRINE AND THE VIETWAMIZATION
 PROGRAM BECAUSE I BELIEVED THAT THIS WAR IS THE LONGEST FOR
THE UNITED STATES, AND THAT THEREFORE THE QUESTION OF TOTAL -
- UsSe TROOP wxruuﬁnan WOULD SOOWER OR LATER ARISE. I BELIEVED A
PHASED U.S. TROOP WITHDRAWAL--VHILE THE RVN ARMED FORCES GRADUALLY
MATURE AND ARE GRADUALLY MODERWIZED TO REPLACE U.S. TROOPS
AND THEREBY AVOID A VACUUM--VOULD BE EVEW MORE ADVANTAGEOUS
AND LESS DETRIWENTAL TO THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM THAN THE zusxsrtucx
~ THAT ONE-HALF MILLION U.S. TROOPS REMAIN IN THE SOUTH UNTIL,
" FOR POLITICAL OR HUMANITARIAN REASONS, VE WOULD HAVE TO AGREE
TO LET ALL THESE 500,098 U.S. TROOPS LEAVE séunﬁnxLi AND WITHIN
A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. HAD VE DONE 50, THE -REPUBLIC OF
VIETWAM VOULD CERTAINLY NOT HAVE SURVIVED. |

(MORE)
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