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SUBJECT s “PRG™ COMMENTS ON FATE OF AMERICAWS IN BAN ME THUOT

CIBCPAC FOR POLAD

o DURING QUESTION PERIOD AT WEEKXLY SAIGON PRESS CONFERENCE

MARCH 15 "PRG™ SPOKESMAN WAS ASKED ABOUT FATE OF AMERICANS
TRAPPED 1IN BAN ME THUOT , WHICH “PRG™ CLAXMS TD COMPLETELY
CONTROL . SPOKESMAN REPLIED , “I HAVE NO INFORMATION ABOUT

THE AHERICANS OR ANY FOREIGH RESIDENTS IN BAN ME THUOY
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL. BUT X CAM ASSURE YGU THAX ANY FORELIGH
RESIDENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, EVEN INCILUDING HONEST AMERICAMNS
{BIC) == ALL THESE PERSONS ARE GIlVEN A POLICY OF ASSURANCE

AND PROTECTION FROM THE REVOLUTICNARY GOVERNMENT, OF COYRSE ,
YITH REGARD TC AMERICAN MILITARY ADVISTRS, THEY WILL BE GIVEN
SPECIAL TREATMENI BECAUSE THEY ARE IN A SPECIAL CATESORY.”
UNFORTUNATELY, TAPE REEL CHANGE AT THAT MOMENT OBLITERATED

OUR VERBATIM RECORDING, UPI CORRESPONDENT wHO ATTENDED PRESS
CORFERENCE INFORMED US, HOWEVER, THAT SPOKESMAN WENY 0N TO SAY

- THAT FOREIGNERS VOULD EVENTUALLY BE RELEASED EXCEPT FOR

"MILITARY ADVISERS,” WHO WERE THERE IN "VIOLATION™ OF IME
PARYS AGREEMENT. ASKED HOW “"PRG™ wOULD IDENTIFY THESE
"MILITARY ADVISERS,” SPOKESHAN REPLIED THAT THEY HAD THEIR
WAYS OF KNOWIKG.

2, AT LATER POINT IN QUESTIONING , SPOKESMAR RENIED ANY 1CCS
TEAN VAS I# BAN ME THUOT AY TIME OF CAPTURE. ASKED SFECI~
FICALLY ABOUT IRANIANS AND INDORESIANS FROM ICCS KMOWE 30 BE
THERE , SPOKESMAN REPEATED THAT YHERE WAS w0 ICCS “TEa%"
THERE, “BUT IF THERE ARE REALLY IRANIAN OR IRDONESIRH PEOPLE
18 BAN ME THUOT , THAT IS AMOTMER QUESTION, THEY wiLl RECEIVE
HUMASE AND KIND TREATMEET FROW THE PRG, AS THOSE ACCORUED
FOREIGW RESIDEWTS IN SOUTH VIETEAN " |
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