"PRESIDENT THIEU INTERVIEWED RY JAPANESE CORRESPONDENTS

“NOTHING WILL IMPEDE ME IF ) DECIDE YO RUN FOR ANOTHER TERM™

70430 SAIGON DAN CHU 1M VIETHAMESE 7 #An 75 PP 1, 5 50
REPORT BY PHAM TRAN ON INTERVIEW GR&N’TE§ BY RVN PRESIDEHRT
MGUYEN VAN THIEU TO 12 JAPANESE PRESS CORRESPONDENTS AT )
INDEPE NDENCE PALACE ON 5 MARCH 9 75%) : y

GEXT) PRESVDENT MGUYER V&N THIEU SATD WEDNESDAY THAT

MEXT OrTOBER.” HOWEWER, HE ADDEDs 780 Fﬁf{ I HAVE WNOT YET
MADE A DEFINITE DECISION,” s
THE RVN LEADER MADE THIS STATEWSNT IN #8 INTERVIEW GRANT )
10,2 JAPANESE PRESE CORRESPONDENTS PFRMNEHTLY ASSIGHED TO SABCN.

«~PRESIDENT THIFU CONSIDERED AS HIS "PRIVATE AFFATR™ WHETHER |
OR NOT HE WOULD SEEX REFLECTION, AND HWE 847D HE WOULD NOT NEED
TO (REATE A MOISY. ATMOSPMERE REGARD 1IN THIS MATTER OR YO
RESORT TO “POLITICAL -MANBUVERS TO WIN THE ELECTION, RECAUSE
THIS WILL MOT HELP ACHIEE Sl‘JC‘“SﬂFUL LEADERSHIP,™

THE JAPANESE PRESS CORRESPONDENTS ASKED HIM AT LEAST FOWR
TIMES WHETHER HE RAD MADE A DEFINITE DEICISION. HE THEWN
ANSWERED ¢ "TO ME, SEEKING OR NOT SEEX N REFLECTION i§ OMLY
A MATTER OF CONFIDENCE, IF | WERE SUPPORTED 2Y THE PEQOPLE,

© 1 WOULD WIN THE MAJORITY OF VOTES, OTHERWISE, { WOULD HAVE

A MINORITY," ME ADDEDt “IF THE PEGPLE ASKX M Y0 STAY,

I WILL 8TaY. IF THEY wANT ME TO CO’?TIHU‘BZ ASBUMING MY
RESPONSI’BILJTY, I WILL BE RLM}Yc

BASIC ASPECTS THAT COULD PROMPT HIM TO SEEX REELECTION:
s+ THE hT!’nI?\‘Mf“T OF ECOROMIC P“\‘OSPE}%TY.. ?
%o THE CAPARILITY OF CHECKIMG THE CONMUNIST GENERAL OF‘FEN‘uW’D
3. THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY. mj

HE STRESSED THAT ATTAINMENTS IN Tmzszgmﬁt ASPECTS
PROMPT KIM TO RUN FOR ﬂmTﬂEf? TERM.

THE TER(“L:A Ol' OFFICF GF PRE‘HDEWT THLEG Aﬂ& VICE PRESIDE'NT\‘ ¥ i
o 3 i ; n{ PRV N S S ;! - .
© THERE WILL EE AN ELECTION T"‘ THE 10%:‘? HO USE  NE XT AlBUSx’ .

DEPUTIES ARE PREPARING FOR A REELECTION WHILE MANY POLITiCAL
PARTIES AND INDIVIDUALS ARE DOTNG THE SANE, A

IN Hi5 CONTACT WITH THE JAPANESE PRE$$ CORRESPONDENTS,
PREGIDENT THIEU MADE CLEAR THAT [iN H.S OFINION, THE FACT THAT
IF HE SEEXS REELECTION MUST BE CONCE iVED DF A A puTryY TO !
FIGHT FOR THE COUNTRY, BECAUSE THE RVE I8 ‘N WARTIME AND

NOT IN PEZCETIME. MORROMVER, ME 18 NOT A-POLITICiAM-~A TERM
OFTEN ATYRIBUTED TO £ PRESIDENTIAL CANDIBATE.,

THE JAPANESE PRESS CORRESPONDENTS POSED OUE ST 1QNS ABOUT
CORRUPTION A®D THE THIRD FORCE , AND P‘IEﬁ;ﬁENT THIEU'S ANSWERS
CAN BE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS Y

HOWEVER , IN HIS AMNSWER, PﬂEbﬁ}E'@T THIEU SPOKE OF THREE }

WE CANNOT SAY THAT CORRUPTION MAS BEE"' COMPLETELY ERAD ICATED,
BUT WE MUST RECOGHIZE THAT CORRUYPT ION MAS DIMINISHED QUITE
A BIT, CONSIDERABLE PUNISHMENT MpS BEEN TNFORCED IN THE
ADMINISTRATION AND ARMY AND WILL PE CONT INUED., MO ONE CiW
ERADICATE CORRUPTION COMPLETELY, MOT EVE'N THE UNITED STATES. - |
OMLY WHEN EVERYONE HAS BECOME A SAINT ORIBUDDHA IN THIS WORLD /
CAN VE EXPECT THE END OF CORRUPT PRACTICES. 1IN A (OUNTRY WHICH
MAS BEEN AT WAR FOR 30 YEARS AND WHICH 15 £NOOUNTER ING
ECONOMIC DIFFICIRTIES, AND AT A TIME WHEN THE GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEES MUST INCIR CONWSIDERABLE EXPERSES WHILE EARNING
SMALL SALARIES, IT I8 TRULY DIFRICHLT TO AVOID CORRUPTION,

L ;
PRESIDENT THIEU ALSO SPOXE OF BLACKMARKETEER ING AND CORRUPTION
PREVALEAT IN HORTH VIETNAM AND CONCLUDED® ™A WAR-TORN COUNTRY

TLIKE SOUTH VIETNAM HAS EXACTLY THE SAM PROBLENMS AS FRANCE,

JAFPAN, ETC,es BEFORE AND AFTER WORLD ‘MF{ TTa AND THAT IS NO
SURPISE AT ALL-

REGARD ING THE MLEGATIONS wa HE HAS BEEN ENGAGED 1IN
CORR UPT PRACTICES, MWE-BALD THAT HE DEEMED IT UNMECESSARY TO o

“DENY THEM BECAUSE THE DENIAL, PILL BE FOLLOWED BY CTHER

SLANDEROUS INDICTMENTS BE R USE%ME PRODUBER S OF THE mncwz*aw CAN
WRITE MANY SUCH INDICTMENTS w‘um.f ‘A#D DEILY. ME SAIDs I CaN
AFFIRM THAT IT PSNOT JUST NOW THAT THE THAMESE PEQPLE HAVE.,
KNOWH THAT I NAVE WOT REEN ENGAGED IN COERUPT BRACTICES. iF .

HAVE BEEN, 1 CERTAIL WOULD HOT RE S0 SYUPID AZ'Pe_SECIRE )

"OME REAL ESTATE MERE FOR MY WEEXEND LEAVE OR A NUMSEW.QF

ORCHARDS IN LOMG XUYEN OR LONG RHaANM., L:COULD DO E RY?HW
AS AN ORDINARY GHIZKNNCCOMIIM 10 LA\"?‘
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CSTEXTY MIF. 1 WANT TO HAVES LANDETD “TIEL', | MUST PURCHASE  wn™
4T ACCORDING T THE LAW. LINE.DTHER' PEOPLE, 'IF 1 WERE A RIG

CORR UPT ELEMENT, I VOULD HAVE MY REFL ESTATE (N FORE (G4

COUNTR IZS FOR MY ENJOYFENT.  THEN 1 WOULD MAVE QUIT THE

PRESIDENCY TN 197110 E%J0Y ‘ﬂm UitTs: 0*#‘ CORRUPT - PRACTICES

WHILE I WAS STILL' YOUNG. KOW. GAN.I ENJOY MYSELF NOw THAT

I/ AN GETTUNG .OLO? . HOW. CAN. ISO'RBROADTH ENJOY MYSFLF NOW

THAT MY COUNTRY A8 STILL. IN &USTHATE OF 7 SOME POLTTICE w“
HAVE REAL' ESTATE AND CATTLE IN £ 4ND. wxrzmu .
0T BUT NOT ME,"
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