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FORD, KISSINGER AND AID FOR SEA " Janvary 29, 1975

gcp Schieffayr —w- (RS - Radio -~ lst Line Report

%ben Richard Nixon and Henry Xissinger were running the _
war Gerald Ford was theix'point man ' on Capitol Hill. When

zhe Democrats came up with a plan in the summer of 1973

‘ ~~~#pjmaka it illegal to homb - in Cambodiarit was Tord who argusd -

j Against it . That han on bombing had heen tacked on to 'a funding
- bill which was necessatry to provide money for virtually all
evernment agencies. President Nixon would have no part of it.”

He let it be known he would veto any Bill that contained a
similar ban~tha<homdh amendment , that meant a deadlock with
fongress and a looming financial erisisi Laird, who has served
earlier as Secretary of Defense in the Nixon Administration;
Fame up with a possible compromise. It hoiled down to this =--
Ehe Administra&inn would continue bombing until August 15th,
+£ the President considered more bombing necessary after that
e would seck Congressional permigsion, and would not homb unless
rongress gave the Okay. Again it was Majority Leader Ford who
ook the Administration's cass to the Floor of the House,arguing
he Nixon case as he had so many times in years past . Mr. Ford
?id he had been in communication with the White iflouse over
ight and indeed he sald he had been assured that the President
yould support such a compromise. A few minutes later Mr. Ford would
eave the floor , then rush back to the microphone . Some who'
£a¥ him swear he ran part of theiway. Mr, Chairman, he said,
“have just Einishad“t&lhind-tﬁ*thé“Prhafdéht'hiMsélf/for
pproximately ten minutes . He assured me that everything I said
n the’Floar of the House is a committment y A committment by
im. With that dramatic announcement direcot military involvement
n Indochina had finally been set to end at a date certain,
“”““#t-would“notybe“endingwiﬂWﬂhwwwaywmaﬁyWhﬁﬁWﬁdpeﬂ“ﬁ@ﬁ“tt“was entding -
ind.the cutoff date would be August 15th., Ford is no longeyr the
dministration’s point man in the House on Vietnam matters ¢+ he
8 the Administration's top man now and yesterday he called in
he Congressional leaders to the White House to tell them it was
ime to give more help to Indochina, not direct military help but
inancial aid -- an extra 300 million to SVN and an extra 220
illion to Cambddia. He used many of the same arguments that had
peen used by a sucession of Presddents who wanted to help the
eople of Indochina, arguments that other Presidents had asked
pam-to use to fight their battles on Capitol Hill. This time
ford was ‘in the White House and if there were any volunteers
Fo take his place as poing man on Capitol Hill , they did not stap
forvard. To put it bHluntly said one source ' when Ford told those
senators and Congressmen he wanted more.aid for Indechina they
Just sat. there and looked at- him," According to the source even
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yohn Stennis , the conservative Chairman of the SASC

énd a long time supporter of aid to vietnamlet,it be known
immediately he is not yet ready to vote for'this new request.
Eemocratic Whip Robert Byrd said both Democrats and Republican = -
Leaders had advised the President during the meeting that
getting the extra money for Indochina from Congress would be

extremely difficult , if not downright impossible. Well, will

Ford then assume his 0ld pointman role himself , will be become
hlS own‘thnam point man on Capitol Hill ? The feeling in this
gorner is No; Kissinegyr will continue the hard sell but soeveral

| i;d“‘i“mtmticm*SOUIC%- said yesterday that Kissinger's enthusiasm

D §

or Vietnam aid is not shared hy all of the President's advisors.
h¢¢9réiﬂg to thosw gourcey soveral of the Presidentls top =
dvisors felt that the President was obligated to ask for the
unds as‘he did yesterday , but beyond that there feeling is that
he President. should not make a big fuss Lif Congress turns
koWn.the aid package, ' We have enough trouble trying to
btraighten out the econony, one official sa&d~priﬁatély, we
flo not need a fight with Congress over Vietnam,' '
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