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TO: Mr. Jenka, as petr your wepuest == . _

January 20, 1975
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Bv-Line Report from Demnis Troute -

While another battle secems to be shaping in Congress over ad§it10na1
military 2id to South Viet Nam some American officials in Saxgon
are of the opinion that the aid is is not really needed, Granam
Martin, US Ambassador to South Viet-Nam, is a strong proponent of
~increased aid, He viewes the Government's recent loss of Pouch Long
Provence {sp) as positive evidemce that American cut-backs have
crippled the Thieu regime. But sowe other menbers of the-Embassy
staff are skeptical, They say privately that the South'?letnamesa
armed forces have enough amuunition stockpiled to carry it through
three to six months of heavy fighting. The same Embassy sources say
the South Vietnamese would not benefit now from replacement of older
- planes with more advanced models. Many aireraft already cannot be
- used beczuse of a shortage of mainten: ance men. 'The C-130 .}
transport plane is a good example, only eight out of the 30 in-tne :
country are normally flying st the same time., The vest are heid up.
in slow woving repair centers., There are some signs' that the flow .
of war material into Indo China is being accellerated in responsﬁ
to wilitary galns made by the communists,” There are reports;“haﬁ ;
smmunition stockpiled in Thiland is being brought to Sou?h-viet-kam-?
Off South Viet-Nam's coast a convoy of five barges is being loades
for a trip uvp the Mekong rivey to rhe beseiged Czmbodian capitfll
of Phuom Penh, In the past these convoys carried petroleu?,'r%fe‘
 and other food stuf§ as well as weaponry, but this convoy is Oniynd‘vf'
. cérrying samunition according to several p@OPle who have been loaCil
t. Despite khese outward signs American officials deny that ar?s
shipments are being stepped-up to any epprecilable extent,-thouaf_
guestion of American aid to its allies in Indo China may have taxen
on psychological undertones. TIncrease in aid probably would not
have immediate impact on the battle field but it would restore. s
- confidence in continuing Anerlcan supporti - something that is lacking |
right now, ’ o '
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