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By TAD SZULC
Specinl to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct, 31-—A
year ago today President John-
son, then in the closing weeks
of his Administration, ordered
2 halt in the air, naval and|
artillery bombardment of North!
Vietnam, raising strong hopes
for a negotiated peace in Patis
and for a reduction in the acute
political tensions at home,

Since then those' who ex-
pected to see progress in the
Paris talks on Vietnam have
heen bitterly disappointed.

Those who argued that the!
decision not to bomb would
produce higher American casu-
alties have been proved wrong.
The losses of the United States
forces this fall have been half
those in the corresponding
period in 1968,

The situation at the end of
October, 1969—as it emerges
from interviews with Nixon Ad-
ministration officials, former|
Johnson aides and military and
intelligence specialists—is one
of paradox and uncertainty.

The consensus in Washington|
is that Hanoi considers the anti-
war sentiment in the United
States as ane of its most power-
ful weapons.

Conflict of Attrition

On the battlefield the fight-

ing has unquestionably dimin-

‘Jished during the year except

for the cnemy's February-
March offensive and for occa-
sional flurries, The character of
the war has changed to a con-
flict of attrition, with an over-
#1, gradual de-escalation in the
last year.

The stated Communist policy,
as defined n articles in North
Vietnamese military publica-
tions and captured documents,
is to “inflict maximum losses
to the cnemy with

An underground factory in Hatinh province. Bomb halt has unquestionably aided North Vietnam’s industrial recovery.;:

A Year After the Bombing Halt, Balance Sheet Is Still Unclear

Michael Macloar;

ed States policy.
high officials is that Hanoi be-

more promising the prosp
of peace, the stronger will be

losses” to.its own forces while
insisting inn Paris that a settle-
ment may come only from the
acceptance of the “basic solu-
tion” of the National Liberation!
Front, or Vietcang, calling for
withdrawal of all allied troops
from Vietnam.

to this demand in Paris despite
President Nixon's decision to.
reduce the number of American
troops in Vietnam by 60,000,
or more than 10 per cent, this
year,

The enemy, in applying the,
tactics of “economy of forces,”
seems to he concentrating on
South Vietnamese rather than
American units. The casuaity)|

Ipsses have been steadily de-
creasing while South Vietnam-
ese losses have remained con-
stant if they have not grown.
Foe’s Losses Fluctuate
North Vietnamese and Viet-
cong losses have been fluctuat-
ing since 1968, not always
Imatching the pattern of those
ot the alljes,
By way of accounting for the

.|South  Vietnamese cazualties,

one group of analysts belleves
that the “Vietnamization” of
the war—the gradual replace-
ment of American combat units

—~ig the reason for the new
pattern. But others think that
the Communists have hit South
Vietnamese units because they|
are usually weaker and less

statistics show that American

with South Vietnamese troops|

son for the North Viet

well equipped despite the Unit-/may launch’ attacks when the
. |monsoon season ends next|better position than a
The view held among some month.

lieves that the lower the Ameri-|rule out 2 major offensive on
can casualties and apparentlyiseveral fronts next January or
February.

the domestic pressure on Presi-|battlefields, where the United
dent Nixon to wind up the war.[States has been active since
One qualifi observer re-[1961 and in strength since
marked that “there is no rea-|1965, both the Johnson and the

North Vietnam, then, is in a {
iand rail links to China. 3
A 3

to sustain a p

Further, the experts do not|attrition,

sooner or later,”

“autumn offensive of the Amer-|

rising casualty lists.

cation program in South Viet-

. Impact on Parls Talks '

seck a pogition of strength on
remain viable,

to a renewal of intensive hos-
tilities. “Intelligence reports in-
dicate that 3,000 to 4,000 North

‘Overzealous’ Meter Maids
Hurting Business in Boston

Mr. Langone said the Meter

to fight hard against the troops|sumed that an “essential under-
they know will he pulled out|standing” —
ression used by Mt. Johnson

The opposite view is ex-|in atnouncing the bombing halt
pmsmij tor]:q: that mdtiwartsenti- — exists !betwecn Washingto: North
. ment in the United States —|and Hano! despite angry Nortl
The Communists have held|the fanoi radio described the|Viethamese der?ials of a?n'y “sgc-
QOct. 15 Moratorium Day as the(ret agreements.”

ican pcople” — will be stimu-{cessation as an *“uncondition-
lated by renewed fighting and|al victory,” but it is sald that
i in exchange the enemy made
In the opinion of the Wash-|a commitment not to send new
ington experts, however, Hanoi|troops through the demili-
faces a political and militaryjtarized zone and not to shell
dilemma. They believe that the|South Vietnamese citles heav-
relative success of the pacifi-|ily.

nam — an illustration was the|fied that there has been no
Nixon Administration’s report|infiltration through "the six-
that about 250,000 villagers had|mile - deep demilitarized zone,
returned home in the last|but intelligence reports say
nine months — would force{say that four North Vietnam-
the enemy to react even at the{ese divisions are poised imme-
risk of incurring serious losses.|diately north of it. It is noted
. |that thera has been no neces-
sity to commit additional
Those experts also belleveltroopg in South Vietnam slnce
that the North Vietnamese must|100,000 are a],-e,dg- there,
[o] i to the

the battlefield so that their ne-|halt was based on the view
gotiating posture in- Parls willithat a considerable amount of
. (manpower would be released

Those considerations, many|far military and economic ac-
officials here su{ggest. may lead|tivities,

Vietnamese troops have been|the bombings reduced North
moved into the Mekong River|{Vietnamese industrial capacity
Delta southwest of Saigon in|by a third and that farm pro-
recent months and that theyiduction dropped 15 to 20 per
cent. Major damage. was
caused to rail lines and roads.

:Vlaids had been hEl‘rt‘mg down-{gency repair of roads, bridges

Chinese

But the experts here note
that the disruption of agricul-
ture and food distributions by,
Whatever the trend on theithe bombing had not serjously,
affected the countty because of
aid from the Soviet Union and
Communist China, In fact, ex-
perts say, wheat and other sub-
Nixon A long have as-|stitutes for rice delivered by
the two countries improved the
this was the ex-|North Vietnamese diet.

‘The end of the bombing has
also allowed the departure from
Vietnam of some 50,000
construction  troops

their own antfaircraft units,'period.

concentrated on repairing rqia

ot morale i

North Vietnam a year after ti
tbombing halt are conflictin|
Some speak of war weariness
and attempts to bolster moral
|throughs  warnings that  th
bombing may resume at anf
time, Others say that after
eriod of consternation and fed
ollowing  President Ho Cl
Minh's death in September, mg
rale has improved and the res
gime, ‘headed for all prag
tical purposes by the Fir:

|Secretary  of the Qorkers
(Communist) party, Le Duary
is confident that it can suppott

that, under the protection ofjthe war effort for an indefini?

Hanoi greeted the bo

The United States is satis-

Capacity Cut a Third
Assessments hera are that

Freed from constant emer-

tracks, the North Vietnam-

BOSTON (UPD)—City Coun:,
cilman Frederick C. L
thinks Boston's Meter Maids|
have been too enthusiastic in
ticketing automobiles on Satur-|
days.

own busi

tagging.™ . ese are concentrating on more
lfn! g d to the traffi i

and parking commissioner that|slow rebuilding of industry, es-|.

repairs and the

the women “be called off” p ly in the power, cement,
that parking violations be re.textile and food-pr ing|
laxed on Saturdays. fields. -
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