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RISSINGER PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF POLICY

ON U.S. AID TO SOUTH VIETNAM AND ENFORCEMENT OF

THE AGREEMENT

- Dr. Kwsmger's Press Conference
.Ia.nuarv 24, 1973'

Question: "If a peace treaty is violated and if the IGG Proiréé-
ineffective, will the United States ever agam send troops mto_
Vletnam? " : .

i
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Dr. Kissinger: "I don't want to specula.te on hy-pothetxcal
situations that we don't expect to arise."
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“The United States, as the President said, will continue . .
economic aid to South Viet-Nam. It will continue that

- military aid which is permitted by the agreement. The
United States is prepared to gear that military aid to the

) . actions of other countnes and not to t:reat it as an end in -
1tself.“
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“"What is permltted by the agreemenf is that mxlxtary equxpment
- that, as you said, is destroyed, worn out, used up, or damage:d
can be replaced. LT S L
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"The reason for that prow.swn ig that 1f far a.ny- reason the war e
should start at any level, it would be an unfair restriction - L
on our South Vietnamese allies to prohibit.them from re- =
placmg their weapons if their enem:.es are able to do so." o

I ) . DI
"We believe that it would be unfaxr and wrong for one country to

be armed by its allies while the other one has no r:.ght toda so.
This is what w111 govern our actmns. "
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Dr. Kmsms;erL Interview mth 'Ma.rm Kalb -

Februarz 1, 1973
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Mr. Kalb:"Dr. K1ssmger, shifting snuth for a.mument to )
. South Vietnam, now that the peace agreement has been axgne.d,

- how would you define the nature and depth of the Amenca.n
- cormmitment to Saigon? "
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Dr. Kissinger: ""We have been allies in a bitter and difficult
war and we have a responsibility to give those with whom we
have been associated an opportunity to shape their own future.
.Therefore, we have a responsibility to continue a program of
economic assistance along the lines that ha.ve been develoPed

» "We also will, as the Premdent pointed out in h:.s speech

announcing the peace, continue that degree of m:l1tar',r assmtance oo
that the agreement permits and whxch is made necessary by
the military situation. :

"Now, the agreement permits us to replace weapons that are _
used up, destroyed, damaged or warn out. Needless to say, if

- there is no conflict, the amount of replacement of military

equipment that is needed will be much less than it was during
the war. In the longer term, it has always been our intention
to enable the South Vietnamese to take over the burden of their

own military defense and we believe we ‘have left them in 2 posi- = .-
tion where they can handle most of the cha.llenges tha.t we can now o

- foresee.

* S

Mr. Kalb: "Dr. Kissinger, I think what I was trying to get at is

- what happens -- and I suppose this question must be asked.
"'In the best of all possible worlds the cease-fire. is going to hold.
- In the world that we live in it may not. President Thieu said in

an interview tonight on CBS that he would never call upon Arnerican
airpower to go back. And Ambassador Sullivan said only last
Sunday that there are no inhibitions -~ I believe were his words -—

 on the use of this a;xrpower. Is that correct‘? "

Dr. Kissiﬁger: " That is legally correct. "’v,

*Mr. Kalb: "Politically and diplomatically"?-'_"'_ .

Dr. Kissinger: "We have the right to do ti‘ii‘s. " The que‘stlc‘m is very
difficult to answer in the abstract. It depends on the extent of the -

‘ challenge, on the nature of the threat, on the circumstances in

which it arises; and it would be extremely unwise for a respon-~
sible American official at this stage, when the peace is in the
process of being established, to give a checklist about what the
United States will or will not do in every circumstance that is
11ke1y to arise. : :
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"For the future that we can foresee, the North Vietnamese are not in
a position to launch an overwhelming attack on the South, even if
they violate the agreement. What happens after a year or two

has to be seen in the circumstances which then exist. =

"Most of the v101at10ns that one can now foresee shculd ba
: handled by the South Vletna.mese."

‘Mr. Kalb: "So that for the next year or two, if I understand you
s right, there would be no need for a remvolvement of American. =

mﬂ1tary power? 't

Dr. Kis smger- “Marvin, we did not end this war in order to look

. for an excuse to reenter it, but it would be irresponsible for us at -

this moment to give a precise checklist to potential a.ggre.ssors A

‘as to what they' can or cannot safely do,"™  _

'De, Kissinger, Iﬁtefﬁew-wi'th Barbara Walters
February 23, 1973:

- Dr. Kissinger: "In the present circumstance, when you have ;
- a peace that has many precarious aspects, after ten years of = "
war, of a war that annually cost ten times as much as one S
could conceive spending, not to consider what may be psycho» o

logically, politically, and humanely neces sary, ‘is. s:u:nply a-
wrong allocation of priorities." :

% % %

Miss Walters: 'In all the talk about rebuilding Nortk Vietnam,

there has been little discussion of rebuilding the South, - What

~are the plans there?" g Co el e
‘Dr. Kissinger: " I think that we have an on~-going program in
South Vietnam and therefore there has been less need to justify s

continuing what we have been doing and we would expect to contmue
our economic a.smstance to South Vietnam, " :

‘MIn South Vietnam the situation is somewhat different in the sense .
that the economy is already beginning to take hold and that one can
visualize, over a period of years, a declining rate of American -
participation. But in the next few yeats we have to maintain

.. our economic assistance to South Vietnam at roughly the level

that we have been doing in recent years. " .And we. wzll talk to other -

. na.tmns a.bout aid to Indochina in general.“ _
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Dr. Kissinger's Press Conference
May 2, 1973:

Question: "You say if North Vietnam does not obey the call
for an honorable cease-fire, it would risk revived confron-
tation with us. Could you spell out a little bit more clearly
what you mean there? "

Dr. Kissinger: "... Now, on the confrontation, we have made
clear that we mean to have the agreement observed, We are now
engaged in an effort to discuss with the North Vietnamese what |
is required to bring about the strict implementation of the a.greeu
ment. We have every intention and every incentive to make
certain that our side of the agreement is maintained, and to use
our influence wherever we can to bring about the stnct 1mp1e- B
menta.tmn of the agreerent, - o '

. "But the United States cannot sign a solemn agreement and within

" weeks have major provisions violated without our making an =~
attempt to indicate it. Now, the particular measures: Some of
them are, of course, obvious, and we would prefer, as we state
in the report and as we have stated publicly many times, to-move
our relationship with the North Vietnamese toward normala.za.t:.on, :
and to start a process which v»ould a,ccelera.te,‘ such as other _
processes normally have. - R

""So the general thrust of this pa.l'ao'ra.ph is that the tensmn emstmg

between us certainly cannot case as rapidly as we want 1f the - =

agreement is not observed," - :

Dz, Kissiﬁé’er's Press Conference
June 13, 1973:

,Questlow “Do you feél now that with the szgnma of the doc:ument
you have more or less ended your work in the Indochina area

or that you will still have a lot of difficulties, especmlly concernmg
. Cambodia? ¥ - _

~Dr. Kissinger: '"The remaining issues in Indochina will still -
- require significant diplomatic efforts, and we expect to continue
them. Of course, we remain committed to the strictimplemen-
tation of the agreement, and we will maintain our interest in it. "
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Secretary Kzssu,x'.cfe."" ) Le.,ter to Senator Kennédy
March 25, 197-1-'

"Asa s:.gna..cr of the Parls Agreement the Umted States comm;tted
. Witself to strengthening the conditions which made the cease-fire
~ possible and to the goal of the South Vietnamese people's right ,I
~ to self-determination. With these commitrnents in mind, we = |
. continue to provide to the Republic of Viet-Nam the mea.ns SRR
neces sa.ry for its self defense and for its economic w.abxhty. " ;f o

S I _*_ . S el e T

. "We have... com_rmtted ourselves very substantxally, 'both
: ‘pohtxcally and morally wo




