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FOR RELEASE AT 1:00 P. M. PST APRIL 3, 1973

Office of the White House Press Seci-étar'y‘
{San Clemente, California) SR

JOINT UNITED STATES-REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM COMMUNIQUE

The President of the United States, Richard M. Nixon, and the President of .
the Republic of Vietnam, Nguyen Van Thieu, met for two days of discussions
in San Clemente at the outset of President Thieu's official visit to the United
States. Taking part in these discussions on the United States side were the
Secratary of State, William P. Rogers; the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs, Henry A. Kissinger; the Ambassador of the United
States to the Republic of Vietram, Ellsworth Bunker; the Ambassador ~designate
of the United States to the Republic of Vietnam, Graham Martin; and other
officials. On the side of the Republic of Vietnam the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Tran Van Lam; the Minister of Economy, Pham Kim Ngoc; the =
Minister of Finance, Ha Xuan Trung; the Special Assistant to the President =
for Foreign Affairs, Nguyen Phu Duc; the Vietnamese Ambas sador to the o
United States, Tran Kim Phuong, and other officials also participated in the
discussions. A SN TN o

-The discussions were held in a very cordial atmosphere appropriate to the
enduring relationship of friendship which exists between the governments
of the Republic of Vietnam and the United States. ‘ The two Presidents
--discussed the course of U. S, -Vietnamese relations since their meeting at.
Midway Island on June 8, 1969 and the postwar relationship between the two
countries. They reached full consensus in their views. = = - i

President Nixon and President Thieu reviewed ‘the progress that has been’

made in economic, political and defense affairs in Vietnam since the Midway -
- meeting. President Nixon expressed gratification with the proficiency of

South Vietnam's armed forceés and noted their effective and courageous )

performance in halting the invasion launched by North Vietnam on Mazrch 30,

1972. ‘The President also expressed satisfaction with the development of .

political institutions and noted the political stability that has prevailed . o
4 in South Vietnam in recent years. President Thieu reaffirmed his determination
o s s dnrwesure socksl-and political-justice. for.the .people of South Vietram. S

W

The two Presidents expressed their satisfaction at the conclusion of the

Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam, as well

‘as the Act of the International Conference on Vietnam which endorsed this
- Agreement. They asserted the determination of their two governments to_
implement the provisions of the Agreement scrupulously. They also affizmed
their strong expectation that the other parties signatory to the Agreement '
would do the same in order to establish a lasting peace in Vietnam. The two
Presidents expressed their appreciation to the other members of the inter-
mnational community who helped in achieving the Agreement and particularly to

the four member governments of the Internstional Commission of Contral

and Supervision whose representatives are observing its implementation. o

They consider that the International Commission, acting in cooperation - .
‘with the Four Parties to the Agreement, is an essential element in the structure
of restoring peace to Vietnam and expressed their determination to further '
encourage the most effective and objective possible supervision of the

Agreement. : B R :
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President Nixon informed President Thieu of his great mterest in the meatings
between representati ves of the two South Vietnamese parties which are . -
currently taking place in France in an effort to achieve an internal pohhcal
settlement in South Vietnam, President Thieu said that his government is
‘resolved at these meetings to achieve a settlement which will fully insure the .
right of self-determination by the South Vietnamese people in accordance with

. the Agreement on Ending the War.  President Thieu expressed his earnest :
desire for a reconciliation among the South Vietnamese parties which wﬂl fulﬁn
the hopes of the South Vietnamese people for peace, mdependence, and - .
democracy. . : - ,

Both Presidents, while acknowledging that progress was being rnade toward
military and political settlements in South Vietnam, nevertheless viewed

with great concern infiltrations of men and weapons in sizeable numbers from '
North Vietnam into South Vietnam in violation of the Agreement on Ending

the War, and considered that actions which would threaten the basis of the
Agreement would call for appropriately vigorous reactions, They efoeased
their conviction that all the provisions of the Agreement, including in . *
particular those concerning military forces and military supplies, muSt be ‘
faithfully implemented if the cease-fire is to be preserved and the prospects
“for a peaceful settlement are to be assured. President Nixon ‘stated in this
connection that the United States views violations of any prov—ision of the ot
Agreement with great and contmuing concern. . S 2

Both Preaidents also agreed that there could be lastmg peace in: thna.m onlY
if there is peace in the neighboring countries. Accordingly they expressed -
their earnest interest in the achievement of a satisfactory implementaﬁon of
the cease-fire agreement reached in Laos on February 21. “They expressed
their grave concern at the fact that Article 20 of the Agreement which calls :
for the unconditional withdrawal of all foreign forces from Laos and.
Cambodia has not been carried out. 'I‘hey agreed that this Artzcle s‘nould be

: quickly implemented ’ L iy

7 I assessmg the prospects {or peace throughout Indochina the two Presidents

stressed the need for vigilance on fhe part of the povernmIenLs in ERe &
Indochnese states against of renewed Communist ap ressmn

ié departure of United States ground forces from South Vietnam.
_ Btreased the fact that this vigilance will reuirethe continued political,

2 : me&!c“fsaqma'a a_;gigtangg.o p:eserve the :

eceaaag aocial and economtc stabﬂig for Be Tfu}. de;re oPmtgﬁ
 this context, President ieu affiy ' ‘

n t:on of the e

cres, and bu1 ding a strong and viable conomy,

the Vietnamese nation can n gradually shoulder a éreater burden in the .. '} ‘

maintenance of peace and the achievement of economic progress for ity o ;
W side aereed that in ovder fo attaim tﬁe_EFaEﬁZonomc .

'remainder “of this year and to seek Congressional authcrtty tor a level _oj____d-
ing for fhe next year sufficient to assure essential economic stability and
= mmmmmed
, thatthe ecbnomic development and self-sufficiency of South Vietnam depend to a .
o Mgni.ﬁcant extent on its ability to promote and attract foreign investment. He -
o alsh expressed his intention to seek Congressional support for a longer range.
- -program for the economic develop‘xnent of South Vletnam now that the war has
“ended. : : :
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‘The two Presidents expressed their earnest hope that other nations as well
as international institutions will act promptly on a positive and concerted . f
program of international assistance to the Republic of Vietnam. They also. .~
agreed that consultations should sooh be held in this regatd with all’ .
. interested parties. . : ; A e
The two Presidents expressed hope that t e implementation of the Agreement
on Vietnam would permit a normalization of relations with all countries of = .
Southeast Asia. They agreed that this step and a regional reconstruction. S
program will increase the prospects of a lasting peace in the area. RO S

President Nixon discussed the future security of South Vietnam in the ”con,text‘

©of the Nixon Doctrine, The President noted that the assumption by the

Republic of Vietnam of the full manpower requirements 1 its

own defense |

President Thieu asked President Nixon to convey to the American people ©
and particularly to families bereaved by the loss of loved ones, the deep '
‘and abiding appreciation of the people of South Vietnam for the sacrifices - .
made on their behalf and the assistance given to the Republic of Vietnam
in its long struggle to maintain its freedom and preserve ifs right of .
self-determination. S i

Prior to the departure of President Thieu for Washington to continue his.
official visit to the United States, both Presidents agreed that through the
harsh experience of a tragic war and the sacrifices of their two peoples -

" a close and constructive relationship between the American and the South

- Vietnamese people has been developed and strengthened. They affirmed .
their full confidence that this association would be preserved as the -~
iound.ation of an honorable and lasting peace in Southeast Asia. B

Ay

. President Thien exjpresseci-hia_ gratitude for the {vxarm:‘hospiﬁality e;cte#cied -
to him and his party by President Nixon. Lo e
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