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IKIE ON THE CRUISE MISSILE

New reports over the weekend carry stories about ACDA Chief
Ikle's remarks on the cruise missile and its verification problems in
any SALT agreement.

Ikle's remarks were not carefully stated and were not construed
properly in reporting. His office will issue clarifying statements for
the record today.

If asked: about the reports, we should say that there has been
unanimity among Administration officials on the U.S. SALT negotiating

positions. State and DOD will follow suit..

FYI: ACDA Pyblic Affairs official is Ralph Smith: 632-0392.

Text of Oswald Johnston article att ached,
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Oﬁ'icial Criticizes U.S. Arms Pact Plan
By Oswald Johnston
LLos Angeles Times, Saturday, February 28, \19?6

"Washington « The Ford Administration's latest reported compromise.
on what strategic arms limitation formula to offer the Russians came
under veiled criticism Friday from the head of the Government Agency
responsible for furthering arms control programs.

- uEped C. Ikle, head of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, told
a news conference that limiting the range of certain types of crulse |
missiles to 375 miles would be impossible to verify and that such pro-
posals were therefore damaging to the longe-term future of an arms pact
between the United Smtes and the Soviet Union.

“Ikle called reporters into his office ostensibly to criticize a proposal
by three liberal Senators that both superpowers delay ﬂxght tests of sea~
launched crulse missiles of strategic range.

"But it became evident that criticism of the Senators' plan applied also
to some aspects of the proposals Secretary of State Henry A, Kigsinger
has forwarded to the Russians during the current negotiations on a new
strategic arms treaty.

"At issue is the extremely complicated question of how to verify a weapon
as versatile as the cruise missile. '

”Tha weapon can be fired from an airplane oz lam;ch#d from a surface
ship or through the torpado tube:of a submerged submarine, fly at
ranges from 2 few hundred miles to more than 2 thousand miles and
deliver either a conventinnal or a nuclear warhead within a few feet of
a target.

"Under present techniques of verification, it is impossible to determine
how many cruise missiles are deployed, what their range is or whether

theNo Objection To Declassification in Full 2012/02/13 : LOC-HAK- 226 3-1-68ics

"Against the background of repeated charges by critics of Ktasinger and
his arms control policies that previous strategic arms agreements have
been violated by the Russians, and any new agreement containing unverifi-
able limits on cruise missiles is bound to come under sharp attack ~« ‘
especially in an election year, |
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“Nevertheless, Kissinger came away from Moscow aftar talks there

Jast month with a tentative agreement to ban testing and deployment of
submarine~launched cruise missiles with a range exceeding 375 miles.

"In support of this proposal, which has been under fire from the Pentagon,
Kissinger aides have arged that flight tests of ¢ruise missiles can be
monitored and that the Russians would be unlikely to deploy a weapon for .
strategic purposes if it had only been flight-tested at substrategic-tactical-
ranges. :

“These officials have also argued that, given the five«to-ten year advantage
in computer technology that the United States now hae aver the Soviet Union,
verification problems invblving cruise miasiles are ""their problem with
us, rather than our problem with them.!® o

“Ikle‘e.xplicitiy rejected both of these arguments Friday, A cruise missile,

" he said, is so versatile it could easily be tested as though it were designed

to be launched from a heavy bomber, then surreptitiously deployed on a
submarine, o ‘

"He said further that arnis pact negotiators should look ahead to the
future, even though, in the short run, violations or problems are rela~
tively unimportant, |
“Ikle hinted that the best approach to the present arms negotiations with
the Russians might be to avoid any attempt to impose numerical limits
on cruise miassiles -~ whether a range limitation, such a3 is now under

discussion, or a deployment limit such as Kissinger reportedly oifered
last fall. "
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