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June 28, 1974
" No. 269

US-USSR AGREEMENT ON COOPERATION IN.. .
" HOUSING AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION . -

_ Today's Agreement on cabperatianjingﬁausing'anﬂ»other=C0nstruction
expands contacts and cooperation-in- the tonstruction field which have
been carried out through exchange vigits since 1960 prxmarlly undet

- the US- USSR Exchange Agreements.

‘ The possibllity of an agreement becamg apparent durlng prepara-
tions for the present summit visit of President Nixon to the Soviet
Union. Negotiations were held May 6-~8'in Moscow between a'US dele~
gation headed by Housing and Urban Development Under Secretary James
L.Mitchell and a Soviet delegation led by the Vice Chairman ‘of USSR
State Committee for Construction, Ivan Ganichev.‘

OUTLINE OF THE AGREEMENT

Proceeding on the agsumption that a more efficient application of
modern technology in the field of construction can contribute to a more
rational use of resources available to both countries, the Agreement
provides for mutual exchanges of information and experts, and for fu-
ture joint prcjects of mutual interest between the two countrles.

- As a major topic of US-Soviet cooperatlon,‘the Agreement
calls for the development of performance criteria for res-
idential building in seismic areas, emphasizing the rela~
tionship of geologic conditions. In particular, it is
hoped that a joint research project in performance criteria
related to the construction in earthquake prone areas may
be implemented in the near future, enhancing capabilities
for life safety in both nations. The project will include
examination of residential structures built on similar
soils, and we would benefit from Soviet experience in the
development and application of design criteria for specific,
small areas based upon analysis of earthquake frequency

and intensity.

Another subject of interest will be the impro#ement of con-
struction in extreme climatic areas, lncludlng cold and
arid regions, with special consideration given to difficult
and unusual soil conditions.:

The Agreement also provides for thé examination of:

Innovations in construction technelogy, with an evaluation
of new methods and materials,
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PR #269

AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UJION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
AND THE GOVERIMEWNT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ‘ ¥
ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF. HOUSING AND OTHER CONSTRUCTIOWN

i e

The Government of the Union of_Soviet Socialist Republics and the
Government of the United States of Americé;

Desiring tq;devglqp cooperation in the field of housing ana
other construction; ' ’ |

Realizing that a more effective application of new and tra-
ditional building materials and technigues can contribute to more
rational_utilization_of.the_resources available to both countries; .

Desiring to exchangefinformation and téchniques in the field ’

of housing and other censtruction;

Believing that cooperation in the field of housing and other R

construction offers benefits for both the Union ofﬂSoviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America;

‘ Convinced thaﬁrsuch‘cooperation will serve to contribute to
the improvement of relations between the two cduﬂtri?s;

Neting coopération‘already being implemented in these areas

under existing agreements, and in accordance with the General
Agreement between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the
United States of America on Contacts, Exchanges, and Cooperation, Ihe

signed June 19, 1973;

- Have agreed as follows:.
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ARTICLE III
Cooperation pursuant to this Agreement may be implemented‘by
the following means:
a. Exchange of experts, advanced students and delegations;
b} Exchange of scientific and technical information and
documentatlon,
C. Conductlng joint conferences, meetings cnd seminars;
d. Joint development and implementatzon of research programs
and projects, and
e. Other forms of cooperation which‘nay be mutually agreed
'upOn. o K - _ . ) ‘
Such cooperatlon shall be conducted in accordance with the

constltutlon and applicable 1aws ang regulatlons of the respectlve

countrles v

mxérn Iv
In furtherance of the aims of this Agreement, the Parties will,
as apprcprlate; encourage, facilitate and monltor the develoPment
of COOperathn and dlrect contacts between agencies, organizations
and firms of the two countries, including the conclusion, as
appropr;ate, of 1mplement1ng agreementa for carrying out Speclflc

projects and programs under this Agreement.

 ARTICLE V
i. For the implementation'of this Agreement, there shall be
estebliehed”a US-USSR Joint Committee on Cooperation in Housing and
Otherﬁconétruction; ‘This Committee shali.meet, as a rule. once a
year alternately in the United States and the Soviet Union, unless

otherwise mutually agreed;

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-211-4-34-5



2. The Join

neceéﬁary for upé"éf

including, but not

programs of cooper

organizatlons, and 4

carrymng out coope

|

i

t Comﬂittee shall
4
at

rative activities;

‘as approprlate, to the Parties.

3.

will be responsible

ment, and,

the'oooperation of

During the period

Executive Agents wi
coordinate and supe

cooperative aotivii

‘4.

vislons, eaoh Part
firm shall bear th

personnel in cooperative activities

ment.

Unless a

f_Nothing in this Agreement sha]

Each Party shall designate

as appropriaée) in their

qther participatin

b

11 maintain cont

e costs of its pa

ion, designation

oint working groups to be responsible for

for coordinating
etween meetings @

zies conducted under this Agreement.

ABTICLE vx

|

No Objectlon To Deolassnflcatlon in Full 2011/04/28 . LOC-HAK- 211 -4-34-5

KX FLO

take such action as is

fective implémentaoion-of‘this Agreemén '

imited to, approval of specific Projects and’

of appfopriate agonoié '
_and‘mhking recommendations,

‘its Executive Agent which

and carrying out this Agree-
resooctiuo oountries,
g institutions and ora

£ the Joint Committee, .

ct with each other and will

rvise the development and implementation of

implementlng agreement contains other pro-
4 or partloipatin institution, organiz tion or

rtioipatxon and that of its

engaged in under this Agree-

1 be interpreted-to pr judloe

other agreements between the Parties or their respective ¥ights

‘e

and obligations w

nder such other a

No Objection To Declassification in Full 201?/’04/28 : LOC-HAK-211-4-34-5

|

J

greements.,

|

e a S e e ——— -




~ No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-211-4-34-5

PR #269

ARTICLE VII ‘

1. ‘This Agreement shall enter into féfce upon signature and
remains in force for fi&e years, It will be éutomatically extended
for successive five year periods un%ess eitgér party notifies
ﬁhe‘other of its intéﬁt to tefﬁinaée‘this Agreement not later than"

six months prior to the expiration of thié'Agreement.

b b

2. This Agreement may be‘modified‘at any time by mutual
agreement of the Parties.

3. The termination of this Agreement shall not affect the

validity of implementing agreements concluded under this Agreement
between interested agencies, organizations and firms éf the two

countries,
DONE at Moscow on 1974, in duplicate in the Russian’

and English languages, both texts being equally authentic,

FOR THE UNION OF SOVIET . FOR THE UNITED STATES
-S8OCIALIST REPUBLICS: o OF AMERICA:
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s T OF STATE

June 28, 1974

No. 270

US-USSR AGREEMENT ON COOPERATION IN
HOUSING AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION:
EARTHQUAKE CONSTRUCTION RESEARCH PROJECT

Today's announcement, in connection with the signing of the Agree-
ment on Cooperation in the Field of Housing and Other Construction,
that the two countries have agreed to undertake on a priority basis a
joint research project on construction in earthquake prone regions is
a new addition to joint work now underway to increase the safety of
their citizens living in these areas.

This research project will aim at increasing the safety of
buildings and other structures and, in particular, at studying the
behavior of pre~fabricated residential structures during earthquakes.
The project, as envisaged by US experts, will seek to enhance our
understanding of the response to earthquakes of panel type, frame

~and other residential structures built by non-conventional techniques
and thus lead to improvements in construction. The researchers will
examine the response of residential type building systems to ground
motion, in particular, the behavior of building elements at their
joints and connections. This will be accomplished through field
measurement of existing buildings. These measurements will be used
to develop and calibrate design models for increasing the safety of
buildings in seismically hazardous areas.

This project complements joint field work now underway in earth-

quake prediction under the 1972 US-USSR Agreement on Cooperation in
Environmental Protection.
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