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The attached telegrém repdrts that the British Deputy High Commissioner
in Calcutta has tentatively set a meeting tomorrow with Awami League
repregentative Tajuddin Ahmed,

The telegram from Calcutta said that the chief political officer from the
consulate general would attend the meeting unless otherwise instructed.
‘I called Sisco to express strong reservahons about our being represented

at such a meeting.

The argum.ent for attending is the simple one of not cutting ourselves off
from new leaderslnp ‘ ‘ _ ‘

- - The argument against attending is that we would appear to be associating
‘with the leaders of an "insurrection! on the soil of India which is openly
supporting the resistance and is helping to engineer recognition of an
independent Bangla Desh.

© . Sisco at first was inclined to authorize the contact while making clear that

no recognition was implied. However, he seems now to have retreated to

a position of instructing the Consul General not to send a representative

to tomorrow's meeting. The instruction would also--by my understanding--
say that if any such Bengali walks into the Consulate he should be received
courteously but with the explicit caveat that he is bewg received only as a
prwate 1.nd1.v1dua.1 ‘

If you see a telegram gomg out on this subJect not cleared formally, it is

to stop US attendance at a meeting now less than six hours awayhltisﬁ
based on my exchange with Sisco reported above. ‘ MORI/CDF C05076762
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ye WL L4FORNED BY BRITISH DEP&TY HIGH CONMISSION (UKHC)

TAAT AWAMI LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVE CALLED AT UXDHC TUDAY WITH

INFOGRMATION THAT fiAﬁuLA,u;SEmﬁﬁlwu MINISTER™ TAJUEDI% R ‘

Adbind SXPECTED

§ ———

AF K IV CQLLUII.A IaMInasT) LSNJ wJULD LIK}.

v WEITH BRJTISH Awd aNBICAN CFFICYAIT AT UKD HC AS SGON AS

FugblaLhWArILn_ﬂIa ANRIVAL . REZPRESENTATIVE SALD AHVED DI
WuT wWisH TO CALL AT SOTH UFFICE SUILDINGS BUT WANTZD BRITISH TO
ASK US TO ATTEND, Ho ALSO SALD AHMED WOULD BE ACCUMPANIED

BY AT LEAST 2 OTHER “BANGAL DESH MINISToRS®

(SEL CALCUTTA 632)

AdiD GIRELY WARTED 10 "TALK™ TO UeSa. AED ORITISH REPRESCNTATIVES.

a

2. BRITISH HAVE TENTATIVELY 3ET 1000 HOURS APRIL 14 AS TINE

FUR ®EeTING, ASSUWIﬁG'AHF”D‘ﬁﬁHIVES EVERING APRIL 13.

BUT HAVE INDICATED THEY WILLING hLLI EARLIER IF NeCLS3SARY.

3. UGLESS INJTRUCT&D OTdn kW13, 1 PLAN SESD CHILZF POLITICAL

T P i b R
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OFFICER (GRIFFIN) TO ATTEND MEETING.

4. 4E ALSO INFORMED 57 UKDHC THAT AHVMED AKD OTHER f :
VEHSERS HIS CASINET BEING AFFORDED FULL PROTECTION BY CALCUTIA
POLICE COMNISSIORER. AFTLR MEE 1LG AT UKDMG, FLAR IS 16

: TAKL ' ,
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HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMISE WHEITHER ANY DF THEM :
AWAKE OF PROPOSED PRESS CUNFERENCL e GP=3e | : !
GORLDOL . ﬂw“Mmdm“ffw¢_wﬂn
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