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in Phnom Penh ﬁ

Recent Khmer military reverses have created serious political ,
friction in Phnom Penh., Specifically at issue is Lon Nol's arbitrary /.
and ineffective handling of the recent Chenla Il operation along Rout 53 ;
Six, All of the Embassy, military, and CIA reports we have seen E// q,/k/
indicate that Lion Nol's mismanagement contributed sub st&nhally to 5

e magnitude he governm feat, 7
t'hmg1u of the government de _ | ML/ZZ;

Late last week, Sirik Matak, Chief of State Cheng Heng, and members Ky P
of the FANK General Staff appealed to Lon Nol to coordinate the '
direction of military operations and to use established command J ”h&
channels, According to all reports, Lon Nol rejected these ideas 147
 2Ex1 out of hand, | - | o | "G,
As a result, Lon Nol and Sirik Matak are now at loggerheads, although 7%6 _
relations between the two have not yet been permanently damaged, As ”/
you know, the Lon Nol-Sirik Matak axis has been the major stabilizing
factor in the political scene, and the question now is whether that
relationship will survive the current difficulty, If it does not, Lon
Nol would probably remain in power, but would be more isolated and
even less effective,

Sirik Matak only American intervention
25X1 could prevent a government crisis of major proportions., He urged that
we persuade Lon Nol to take six month's rest abroad.
CIA's Far East Division chief in Washington,
told me today| that
- Matak means what he says, and that we should act before it is too late.

—SBEGRET- 25X1

DOS and JCS reviews
completed.
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Ambassador >wank alse regards the situation as very serious, but
at lest report he does not helieve that we should intervene directly
(Tab B), He is stressing the need for Khmer unity and solidarity as
sppropriste. (However, wank may bave filed his cable beiore
receiving word of Matak's direct appeal. )

Cotrinent, 1 &greﬂ Phlt the situation is serious and that 25X
we should consider taking actions of some sort. These might include:

-. Getting to Lon Mol through his doctor and move him ocut of the
country for medical treatment, either to a U.&, facility or slsewhers
as appropriate (he wis considering going to Japan for a check-up some
weeks back).

-~ Having Admirel McCaln, Geoeral Abrams or General Weyand
approach Lon Nol for a heart-to-heart military talk, stressing the
aced for military professionaliem, i, e, getting Lon Nol cut of the
direct chiin of comunand, I successful, this would alleviate the roat
of the »olitical friction as well, and allow Loa Nol to remain ia the
country.

-- Instructing Ambassador Swank to intercede with Lon Nol, using
essentially the same argument :s above,

1 have awked the (”}m to forward any suggestions it might have for easing
the proablem.
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