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TEXT GF AS-SADAT'S OCTOBER ANNIVERSARY INTERVIEW

JN062200Y Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1915 GMT 6 Oct 77 JN/NC
—'
[Interview given 6 October by President Mihammad Anwar as-Sadat to Mrs Himmat Mustafa
of the Egyptian television on the occasion of the fourth anniversary of the October
war--recorded ]

[Text] [Question] History will certainly pause for a long time before the 6 October

ar a5 a turning point in the contemporary history of Egypt and the surrounding abea.
Rekording facts and teaching them to our modern generation is a matter wortny”bf

dation and interest. Furthermore, we should benefit from the great Octeber victory,
which n the opinion of the military establishments all over the world--Fast and West--
] We

of the canal Yacing our forces. We even believed all the allegajions the enemy made
about us, as iR defeat had been imposed on us forever. But le} 'us now live the

man of Egypt,kPreside~t Muhammad Anwar as-Sadat. Happy/Holiday, Mr President.

: rg still living'ﬁhe monents of this
victory and exploiting tts resulds. ‘have always. done, Mr President, on such

military standpoint.

[Answer] In the name of God, I Aas overvheed with Joy in those days which are
repepberdd and which will continue to be remdpbered for generations awl centuries

to come. 'They will contimg to leave their imgact on the world, nof only on our
area, or on the Middle Eaat or the Third World, “}put on the whole worid. People
record evenbts abroad beqeuse they always deperd oy the scientific method. Therefore,
they are now saying thﬁt the situation in the pre-O¢tober 1973 world was completely
different from that gr the post~October world. Worl# analysts admit this. The
pre~0ctober world was a world different from that of the post-Cectober world. You are
trying to take mefﬁack to the days which we experlienced\after the 5 June 1967 defeat.
Indeed these we;é some of the most difficult days I have kver experienced. I might

e Straits of Tiran in May 1967, we used to go dally B the armed forces
2, We went to the
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However, this [the expulsion of Soviet expefts from E t] could done in a

ore Eenfle way than it uas dona g Viey nob Tssucd the ospommms o ool dn e
ain

abilit id=~1n a‘ggz_;gmgbggg_gmggggg want to be treated
nor want %o treat anyone. Where have we reached?

and the beginning of 1972,

[Answer] In 1972, after the decisive year,

[Question] Yes.

{Answer] 1In 1972, I defended the Soviets while I was Suppressing the bitterness and
the pain., I went to them.' The last visit was in 1972, My last visit to Moscow was
in April 1972, ' They asked me to go to them. On the previous 3 visits, I insisted on
going. This time they insdsted that I go even if only for 24 hours., " Why? It so
happened that Nixon was going to visit them in 1 month to 'diseuss the issue of detente,
Nixon was going to visit Moscow for the first time. After the visit, the statement on
lack of military ability was issued. R :

-'‘Some" say that the Soviet Union has a poliey. A1l right." Yesterday, a U.S.-Soviet
- statement was issued, T have been telling them always that the big powers! stand is

one--the United States and the Soviet. Union. There is no need to azttribute %0 the
Soviet Union stands which it does not uphold but uses for propaganda. - However, the

getting on its mnerves.

I have been saying 50 all my 1ife but nobody believed me. ' _After the detente, after this

and after the neglect’ they sho oviet experts, which I have

otten explained, I issued my decision and removed the Soviet e Something then
HEBB3ﬁéH'?EEf—EEFVEE“EE5iH—ﬁEﬁFfEEﬁEEIIEa“EfFE?EETE“ﬁéﬁézgggﬁjzn::tizhhave strategic
guidance in which the civilian chief of state sends. to the military commander in chief
the complete pilcture and the changes and so forth and the aim of the dattle, we also
have strategic deception which we began as soon as we started preparing for our battle.
What is strategic deception? It is . a plan to malke the enemy facing me believe that I am
not ready for war. As simple as that. . What helped me in this was the Soviet Union,
without realizing 1t. @ ysvv - aee g T :

. L
gt

“As part of the campaign of violence it launched against me, the Soviet Union sent word

to the experts and to its agents, the agents of the Soviet Union, the Soviet left not
the Egyptian left--no, the leftist agents T have hepe; It ‘sent them instruetions to
attack, that is, to attack the regime in 1972. There was sectarian strife at the time.
They said that there was sectarian strife. In the university, the agents moved among
the 'students. I thank God that the students here have always been a sound lot. Those
elements were small gangs all their lives., However, they rose up and demonstrated,
This is a long story.

As part of the operation, what dig the Soviet Union do? It was righting me, not knowing

- that it was serving me in an indirect manner, No. It was doing me the greatest service.

in history angd affording me the great opportunity in the strategic deception I was trying
to dimplement. The Soviet Union leaked a paper to the Arab nation and to the West. -

-’ g foe . B AR '4 ST
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What put Israel back on its feet and saved it from leaving . the roéad to Tel Aviv open, .
as Dayan had'said in-front of all the world newsmen? There were two things.: First of.

411, -the United States entered. the war on the ‘side of “Israel and sent equipment to Al

'Arish, behind the front, on my soil and in my country.
{Question] Had Israel asked for help?

[Answer] Right. It had asked for help. I have told this story before. I said that
their appeal was: ,"Save Israel, aid Israel. We need 400 tanks immediately because we
lost that many tanks on the Egyptian front." Of course, the United States officilally
recorded this appeal. VWhen did they make this appeal? It was on the fourth day, Tuesday,
10 [as heard] October. On Thursday, 4 [as heard] October, Israeli Foreign Minister Abba
Eban was in the Unifed States. He atiended the General Assembly meeting in September

and then left [presumably for New York] because of the Jewish appeal fund in the United
States. Kissinger was the secretary of state at the time. Rogers had gone and Kissinger
assumed the post of secretary of state., Kissinger sent for Abba Eban to meet with him.
Eban called on Kisslnger in his office on U4 October, 2 days before the battle. . At the
time in 1973, Kissinger ' iz Isma'll, our national security adviser,
in Paris. I announced the visit at the time. It was not a secrel visit.

Hafiz Isma’il discussed with Kissinger the question of settlement and expressed our
opinion on peace and ‘a peaceful settlement, Kissinger told Hafiz Isma'il very frankly:
"You talk as though you were the victors. _The world deals with facts. You have been
defeated: Speak one language and then the United States will be able to extend aid to
you, - But let us be practical. You are talking as though you were the victors.. You

‘must know that facts should influence 2ll actions. We cannot perform miracles for you

as long asVydu are in your present position. ' You must change the status quo."

Hafiz Isma'il asked: "How can we change it?" Kissinger answered: "Through a military
battle., If the positlon is not changed militarily, I cannot do anything. I wish you

to convey some advice from me to As~Sadat. I have not seen him and do not know him."
Our relations with the United Btates were severed at that time. Kissinger told Isma'il:
"I have not seen As-Sadat and do not know him. But I feel that the man wants to conduct
a dialog and wants to build his:country. Give him some advice from me. Tell him: Do
not try to change the military situation because another defeat of the 1967 type would
do- away with any hope for a peaceful or any other settlement. Nobody would be able ta
speak to Israel.” : :

This conversation took place in just such frankness. When did this happen? It happened
in February and April 1973, We now come to 4 October 1973. Israeli Foreign Minister
Abba Eban made his speech at the General Assembly in September. In October he went on a
tour to collect funds. On Y October, Kissinger asked to see him. He met with Kissinger
at his office in the U.8., State Department. Kissinger told him; "You are the victors
now and the Arabs are the vanquished, The initiative must come from you to preserve

the dignity of these people." ~ There was a possibility then. Kissinger had at that
time concluded deals on the Vietnam operation, international detente and U.S. relations
with China. PFollowing the few deals he concluded at that time, he was deseribed as the
international magician. He was at that time finished with the intricate Vietnamese

{ 7problem). Kissinger told Eban: "Let the initiative come from you. There 15 a man

in Egypt who, we feel, wants to hold a dialog and turn his attention to building. You

must offer something yourselves." _ A
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On 4 October, Abba Eban answered in all simplicity: "Why should we offer anything?
Egypt and the Arabs will not have pplitical or military strength for the next 50 years.
They are a corpse. We know the Arabs., Let us deal with them. Leave us alone and do

- not interfere, !

Eban left and the war Proke out 2 days later. This aroused the pity of Kissinger, who,
as he told me, sought God!s help for Egypt and for the East and thought that the
entire issue was over. He felt that Israel would geb on.its high horse again. This
was on Thursday. On Tuesday, 10 October, Dayansaid what he said. You ask what has
the October war done. Today we can see the nervousness and madness in Israel. There
is an unnatural kind of madness in Israel now. Why this madness? It is because the

" Israelis never believed the day would come:when the Arabs would be able to fight and
absorb the technology of the first rocket and electronle war in Arab history. This has
been recorded. : : .

ez

As T have said, the 10 centimebters on the east bank changed everything. These were
not just 10 centimeters--they were 1520 km, After the second disengagement, it was
possible for the Arab nation to restore its pdsition'and regain confidence in itself,
Arab militarism, Egyptian militarism in particular, was able to regain confidence in
itself. The world is now listening to us because we are now speaking the language of
the age and because we have absorbed the technology of the age. All our analyses and
actions are based on the technology of the age. All soldiers who partiecipated in the
military battle, as I have already said, absorbed this technology. What I have to say
about military sclence could fill volumes. This is the highest military technology
and one of the most complicated sciences in the world., I say that we absorbed all this.
After all this, I do not say nos no, no as we ‘had been doing for the past 25 years.

I say no to what I must ‘say no-to and yes to what I can say yes to. We now speak with
the logic of the age and in accordance with the analysis of the,age in which we live.
The whole.situation has now changed in West Europe, the United Stmtes and the East bloe,
despite-the fact that the Soviet Union is adopting the stand it is adopting. The
~Soviet Unionhadused s satellite to photograph our battle from its beginning. I sent
and asked for a copy but it refused to give me one.. It photographed the real battle,
not & maneuver. No. It photographed it through the satellite because it had known

gbout the start of the battle from Presid A reed,

The battle restored our self-confidence, It is not only a question of the Palestinian
pPéople’s problem. Ko. We must say that the Palestinian problem was about to become
nothing more than a museum. Every visitor to the museum weuld fGtter a few words saying
"there is no power and no strength save in God and the matter would be forgotten. The
battle did much to revive the Palestinian issue because it touched on the. core of the
mattef.‘ The core of the matter, the core of opf problem is the Palestinian issue.

We will start with De Gaulle. De Gaulle predicted this and said as much to Abba Eban,
This too 1is among the memories of the battle. Before the 1967 battle, before 1967,
Abba Eban met with De Gaulle in France. De Gaulle was. president of France at the time.
De Gaulle had drawn up a political line at the time, . He said: = We will renounce and
stand against the state which begins the attack. V

When Abba Eban went to him with recordings of Ash—Shuqayri's speeches in which
Ash=-Shuqayri said: We will drive them into the sea, etc., De Gaulle told Eban: "Listen,
leave this aside, I would like to tell you something.
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