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SURJ? KOREA = US LFETTER TU UN SECURITY TOUNCIL PRESIDENT
ON AUGUST 18 DMZ INCTDENT

REF? STATE 6452 (NOTAL)

1, PURSUANT REFTEL, AMBASSADOR BENMETT DELIVERED LETTER WHICH
FOLLOWS IN PARA © BELDW TO PRESIPENT ABE OF UN SECURITY
ROUNCIL (UNSC) ON AFTERNOON AUGURT 19, LETTER, WHICH CONVEYED
UNTTED NATTONS COMMAND REPORT NN AUGUST 18 INCIDENT IN

PM?, EXPECTED TO BF CIRCULATFD AS UNSC DOCUMENT ON AUGUST

29, COPIES OF LETTER MAQDE AVAILARLE TO PRESS BY USUN

AT TIME OF DELIVERY TO UNSC PRESTDENT,

2, TEXT OF LETTER FOLLDWS:
NUNTE?R
AURUST 19, 1978

HIS EXCELLENCY

MR, 1S5A0 ARE

PRFSIDENT OF THWE SECURITY COUNCIL
THF UNTTED NATIONS

NEAR MR, PRESIDENT?

ON BEWALF OF THE UNIFIED COMMAND ESTABLISHED PURSUANT
*0) SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIDN 84 OF 7 JULY 1988, 1 HAVE
THFE WONOR TO CONVEY A REPORT OF THF UNITED NATIONS COMMAND
AN AN INCIDENT TN THE JOINT SECURITY AREA OF THE DEMILT~
TARIZED 2ONE IN KOREA, IT RESULTED IN TW0O UNITED NATIQNS
LOMMAND PERSONNEL BEING REATEN TO DEATH AND THE WOUNDING
NF SEVERAL OTHFR UNITED NATIONS COMMAND AND REPUBLIC OF
KOREA PERSONNEL RY NORTH KOREANS, ‘

AT APPROXTMATELY 10139 A M,, AUGUST 18, A UNITED
NATIONS COMMAND WORK CREW ARRIVED YN THE VICINITY OF A

UNTTED NATIONS COMMAND CHECKPOTNT IN THE JOINT SECURTTY
ARFA, C(THIS Is AN ARFA LNCATED ASTRINDE THE FOUR KILOw
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METER=WINE DEMILITARIZED ZONE ESTABLISMED PURSUANT TO THE
KOREAN ARMISTICE AGREEMENT FOR THME USE OF ALL PARTICIPANTS
ON AN EQUAL BASTS, IT IS THE SITE OF THE MILITARY ARMISa

CTICE COMMISSION MEFTINGS,) THE WORK PARTY CONSISTED OF

FIVE KOREAN LASORERS, WWD WERE ACCOMPAINED 8Y THREE UNTITED
NATIONS COMMAND OPFICERS AND A SEVFN MAN SECURITY FORCE,
THFIR PURPOSE WAS TO PRUNE A THREE WHICH MINDERED DBSERVAw.
TINN BETWEEN TWO UMITED NATIONS COMMAND CHECK POINTS,

THTS WAS A ROUTINE MAINTENANCE TASK. OF THE SQRT FREOUFNTw
.Y UNDEHTANEN BY BOTH SIDES, |

SWQﬂTL¥ AFTRR. THE NORK REGAM, TWD RORTH KOREAN DFFIUEﬂs
AND APPROXIMATELY NINE ENLISTED MEN DROVE UP IN A TRUCK
AND GOT QUT, OME OF THESE OFFIMERS BEGAN A DISCUSSTON W]ITH
THE RANKING UNTTRD NATIONS COMMAND OFFICER, CAPTAIN BONIFAS,
AND  ASKED WHAT HE Wa8 DOING, WHEN THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND
NFFICER EXPLAINED WIS INTENTION THE NQRTW KQREAN OFFTICFR

 INDICATED CONCURBENCE WITH THE PLAN, WWICH INVOLVED

PRUNING BUT NOYT REMOVAL OF THE TREF, THE WORK CONTINUED
FOR 1@ OR {5 MINUTES AND SOME NF THE NORTM KOREAN
PERSONNEL ENGAGED TN TRYING YO INSTRUCY THE WORKERS HOW
THF TREE SHOULD BE PRUMED,

AT Anpnoxxmwwmix»1mwﬁm;mmuns, THF NQRTH KOREAN OFFICER
TCLD THE UNITED NATIDNS COMMAND OFFJICER TO STUP THE WQRK,
THERE  FOLLOWED A DISTUSSION RETWEEN THE OFFICERS OF TwuF

CTRN SIDES DURING . WHICH THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER THREATENED
THF UNITED NATTONS COMMAND PERSONNFL, THE UNITED NATTIONS

POMMAND OFFICER, PERFORMING A PEACEFUL MISSION AND WITHIN
HI® PRERAGATIVAS. DIRECTED THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND ‘
PERSONNEL TO. CONTIMUE WORKING, AT THIS POINT, THE NORTH

KQREAN QFFICER TRIED T0O NIRECT THE WORK FORCE TO STOP

WORKING, THWE UMITED NATIONS COMMAND OFFICER AGAIN INm
NICATED THE WORK WOULD CONTINUF, THE NDRTH KOREAN OFFICER

© RENT A GUARD TO A NEARBY KDREAN PEOPLES ARMY GUARD FOST,
WITHIN A SHORT PERIQOD OF TIME, ADDITIONAL KOREAN PFOPLES

ARMY GUARDS ARRIVED RQTH FROM WITHIN THE JOINT SECUKITY
ARFA AND FROM OUTSBIDE OF THE AREA UNTIL THERE WERE
APPROXIMATELY %83 NORTH KNRFAN MILITARY PERSONNEL IN THF
TMMEDIATE AREA, A8 . PREVIODUSLY STATFD, THF UNITED NATTONS

‘FﬁNMﬁND HWﬂ 19 ﬂﬂﬁUﬂITY PERSONNEL AND FIVE KORFAN LARQRERS,

b e  a o
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AT THIS POINT DNE NORTHM KQREAN QFFICER TOQOK OFF H]IS WAT(CH,
NRAPPED IT IN A WANDKERCHMIEF. AND PLACED IT IN HIS POCKFT,
ANATHER OF THE OFFICFRS ROLLFD UP HIS SLEEVES, THE UNITED
NATIONS COMMAND SENIOR QFFICER WAS BUSY WITH THE TREE
PRUNING DETATL.AND DID NOT SEE THIS, IMMEDIATELY THEREw
AFTER, THE NORTH KORFAN OFFICER APPRnACHFD THE UNITED
NATINNS COMMAND OFFICER AND. CRYING "KILL," STRUCK HIM,
KNNCKING HIM TO THE GROUND. FIVE OTHFR NORTH KOREAN

PERSONNEL ATTACKED HIM WHILE HE WAS DOWN, CONTINUING TR
"REAT HIM WITH FI8TS, FEET, AND WNODEN CLUBS DR AXE HANDLES,
ATHER NORTH KOREAN PERSONNFL (SOME OF THEM ALSO CARRYING
AXF WANDLES AND OTHER SIMIL AR OBJECTS WHICH THEY USED AS
PLUBS) SIMULTANEOUSLY TURNED ON THE REMAINING UNITED
NATINNS COMMAND PERSONNEL,

SUME OF THF NORTH KOREAN GUARDS PICKEQD UP THE AXES BFING
USFD BY THE UNTYTED NATTIONS COMMAND WORK PARTY TO PRUNE
THE TREES, AND USED THEM AS WEAPONS DURING THE ATTACK,
THFSFE SAME PERSQNNE| WERF SEEN BEATING THE PROSTRATE UN
AFFICER WITH BLUNT HEAD OF THE AXES WHILE HE LAY ON

THE GROUND,

RURING THME FIGHT, WHICH LASTED AROUT FIVE DR SIX MINUTES,
THF UNITED NATIONS COMMAND PERSONNEL, ACTING UNDER THEIR
STANDING INSTRUCTIONS, SOUGHT TO BREAK OFF CONTACT AND
| EAVE THE ARFA, THEY MADE NO USE OF THE FIREARMS wHICH
THFY KROUTINELY CARRY. THEY PICKED UP THE BODY OF CAPTATN
RONIFAS AND OTHER INJURED PERSONNEL AND WITHDREW, ON
AS%EMELYING AT ANOTHER GUARD P0OST THEY DISCOVERED THAT
LIFUTENANT BARRETT WAS MISSING, RETURNING TO THE SCENE

' NF THE INCIDENT THEY FOUND WIM, UNCONSCIOUS, AND REMOVED
MIM FOR MEPICAL TREATMENT, BUT HE WAS FQUND TO BE NEAD
FNROUTE TO THE HOSPITAL,

THFE TWN DFFICERS KILLED IN THIS INCIDENT HAD SUFFEREN
MUt TIPLE SKULL FRACTURES ANND STAB WOUNDS, A NUMBER OF
PHNTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN OF THE YNCIDENT BECAUSE, BASED ON
PRTOR EXPERIENCE, THME UNITFD NATTONS COMMAND MAINTAING

A NUMBER OF CAMERAS PREWPOSITINNED THROUGHOUT THE JOINT
SEMURITY AREA, THESE PHOTOGRAPHWS SHOW CLEARLY THE
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KRH’ALTTY QP THE AYTACK AND THF FACT THAT IT WAS IN NO
SENSE AN ACT OF SELF=DEFENSE BY THE NORTH KOREAN PERSONNEL,
THF LATTER APPEARED, MORFOVER,TD HWAVE SINGLED OUT FOR
ATTALK THE Two YNITEP STATES QFFICERS ON THE 3CENE.

TMMEDIATELV AFTBR LEARNING OF THE ATTACK. THE UNITED
NATIONS COMMANDER. REQUESTED A MEETING OF THE MILITARY
ARMISTICE COMMYSSION, AFTER SOME DELAY, OCCASIONED BY
NORTH KOREAN EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH YHE ISSUE AT LOWER
PEVELSo TH18 MKETING WAS HELD AT 16p2 HMOURS, AUGUST 19,

THYS INCIDFNT WAS THE CULMINATION OF A |LONG SERIES OF

~ HARRASSMENTS AND VIOLENCE ON THE PART OF NORTHW KOREAN
CPERSONNEL IN THE JOINT SECURYTY AREA. IN THE PAST VYEAR,
UNYTED NATIONS PERSONNEL (AND VEWICLES) IN THE JOINT
SERMURITY AREA MAVE BEEN DBSTRURTED, SPAT ON, AND STRUCK
WITH FISTS AND STICKS, IN JANUARY OF THIS YEAR, THE
UNTTED NATIONS COMMAND UNILATERALLY REDUCED BY HALF "THE
NUMBER OF ARMENR PERSONNEL TN THE JOINT SECURITY AREA, TN
AN EFFORT T0 REDUCE TENSTQM&. THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND.
"HAS REPEATEDLY CALLED FOR A CONCERTED EFFORT TO REDUCE
TENSION AND ELIMINATE ‘POINTS OF DISPUTE ALONG THE MILIw
CTARY DEMARCATION LINE, THERE HAS BEEN NO aATISFACTORv

- RESPONSE TO THFsE Nuuanaus PROPDSALS,

v RE”UE&T THAT THlﬁ LETTFR 8F CIRCULATED AS AN
“ﬂFFIfiAL DQCUMENT oF THE SECURITY COUNCIL,

vuua& YERY SINPERELYa |
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