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TO TYE WHITE HOUSE

SE CRET 0412457 APR 71 Eh
20+ - THE WHITE HOUSE FOR DR. HENRY KISSINGEK

RELAXED, INFORHAL AND AFFORDED OPPORTUNITY FOR LONG
FRIVATE TALK. WE SHARED EXPERIENCES IN ASIA Ii YHICH.
e HAD GREAT IWTEREST, HAVING SERVED AS YOUNG NAVAL -
OFFICER IN PEIPING., VE SPENT SOME TINE REVIEUING
CURRENT ITALIAN POLITICAL SOENE ABOUT WHICH HE IS5 KOT
REALLY AT ALL UELL INFORMED ARD, REFRESHINGLY, WAS

QUITE WILLING TO ADMIT If. 1 MAS SPENT MOST OF ILIS CAREER .

ABROAD OR AT SEA AUD. WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED MAVY

S CHIEF HE SAID EE FOUND THE INTRICACTES OF THE HANEUVERING
COF THE POLITICAL CLASS IN ROY HYST IR ING AMD FRUSTRAT ING. :
A, THE CONVERSTAION CAME ROUND TO THE INEVITADLL QUESTION

OF " YHAT DOES AVERICA -REALLY YANT IN ITALY?™ 1 MADE MY
UStal ANSUER ~~ A STABLE, NON = COMMUNIST ITALY WHICH

WOULD CONTIMUE ITS FIRM ATTACHUMENT T¢ THE ATLANTIC hLLIﬁNQE,'
VHICH WOULD REMAIN DEDICATED TO THE SPECIAL ITALO~ AHERICAN -
RELATIONSHIP WHICH HAS MEAUT S0 MUCH TO BOTH COUNTRIES. .

IT WAS TRUE, OF COURSE, THAT THE FACT THAT OUE TENIH
OF QUR PEOPLE WERE OF RECENT ITALTAN DESCENT MNADE :
"QUR EHOT IONAL ATTACHNENT VERY GREAT. DESPITE THIS, 1IN

PURELY COLD~BLOODED, PRACT ICAL TERMS AND, IF Bk LIKED,Q,i

~IN SELFISH TERNMS, A NEUIRAL OR COMMUNIST ITALY YOULD
CRIPPLE THE ALLIANCE, PERHAPS FATALLY. IT WOULD ALSO
MAXE EXTRAORDINARILY DIFFICULT THE MAINTENANGCE OF AN

THEREFORE, THE AMERICAN STAKE IN IIALY YAS VERY
TGH AND, AS IR TIE PASL, WE HAD EVERY-INIE

TITRE COULD BE THE SLIGHTEST DOURT OF THIS GIVEN THE -

A EUTION.QE. cite ]
PROTECLING IT. I SaID I SEALLY FAILED TO UNDERSTAND HOW - '

$i=hi0RDINARY EUPHASIS THE PRESIDENT HAD FLACED ON . R el
TTALTAN RELATIONSHIPS. .~ T O
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 AMERICAN POSITION OF STRENGTH IN THE WEDITERRANEAN. S

ZNY WHNSH o ST

poit iags o

1. 1 HAVE SENT TEXT OF MARCHESI SPEECH AT GAETA IN TR

. ENMBASSY RONE 2113 AND FOR MORE NORMAL DISTRIBUTION, - S e
A GENERAL BACKGROUNDER IN EMBASSY ROKE 2114 BOTH - e

REPEATED TO VWHITE HOUSEe =~ . = . '

5. "DINNER WITH ROSELLI-LORENZINI FRIDAY EVENING UAS -
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4. 1 SAID I THOUGHT IT UAS WIGH TINE THAT ITALIANS o
REoAN ASKING THENSILVES THE QUESTION HE HAD JUST ADDRESSED .
70 1e. AUD T WAS GLAD TO NOTE THAT SO¥E WERE. 1 SAID

TRAT T ANOTHER DECADE ITALY S ECONOMIC POVER COULD

©pE SEGOND ONLY 10 THAT OF GERMANY I¥ EUROPE AUD ITS

GENIUS SHOULD ENTITLE 1T T0 A LEADING EUROPEAN ROLE, -
BOTH POLITYICALLY ARD MILITARILY. I WOPED, THEREFORE,
THAT I THE ARIFED FORCES. AS UELL AS ON THE POLITICAL
SIDE THERE COULD BE LESS FACT 1ONAL COMPETITION AND MNORE.

. BHPHASIS ON WHAT WAS GOOD FOR ITALY &ND FOR THE ALLIANCE.

GENERAL MARCHESI® S SPEECH. I .SAID I HAD AND THOUGHT IT

. THAT TIERE VWAS MORE THAN ONE VAY 10 ACCOHTLISH TR I

ve THEM GOT IN A LONG DISCUSSION OF HIS PLANS TO HODERUIZE AND -
AND STRENGTHEN THE FLEET. HE IS PROUD OF THE PLANS HE o
HAS DEVELOPED AND WILL WISH TO DISCUSS THEM WITH ADMNIRAL

FOORER AND ADMIRAL ZUNWALT. HE IS CUTTING SHORT HIS TRIP TO -
RETURN TO BE AVAILABLE TO PRESS HIS FIGHT FOR LARGER s
APPROPRIAT IONS, st ' SR

5. }E REVERTED TO THE RGLE‘OFMTHE NXLITARY ON THE

ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE. HE ASKED YHETHER I HAD READ
VERY GOOD. _IN RESPONSE TO HIS QUESTION I SAID I AGREED

Nt ki

"THAT THE ML ITARY. HAD A COHST ITUTIOUAL RESPONSIBILITY

FOR THE PRESERVATION OFMQEHQQRﬁllQmﬁﬁimgiﬁhﬁﬁimml”ﬂﬂi%
AND

IT UAS WY BEL1er THAT ANY DIRECT INTERVENT IO SHOULD ALWAYS

BE A LAST RESORT. 1 SAID IT WAS HY THPRESSIOU THAT ANY

SIRECT INTERVENTION COULD NOT SUCCEED UNLESS <1 THE L
GLNERAL PUBLIC COULD SEE THAT SUCH INTERVERTION AGD IS
CLEAMLY NECESSARY, AND (2) UNLESS ALL ELEHENTS OF Tk

. ARMED FORCES WERE COMPLETELY TOGLETHLR.. AND (3) UHLESS SUCH

CINTERVENWT ION UERE DONE IN A VAY THAT PRESERVED AT LEAGT
THE APPEARAMCE OF CONSTITUTIONAL LEGITINACY, I SAID X

CWAS GLAD. TO WOTLE HIS AGREENEWT AMD TUAT T HOFED THAT THE

PRESSURE GENERAL WARCHESI WAS APPLYING TO THE POLITICAL \
(LASS, I WAS SURE UITH HIS FULL SUPPORT, WOULD INCREASINGLY ™ .
GHOW MORE POSITIVE RESULTS. ' ' CL e

6, U SURPRISED ME BY ASKING WHY X WAS THE bNLY NOR=

POL ITICAL AMBASSADOR I WESTERN EUROPE. + T SAID I BT R
REALLY DIDN’ T KNOW. I LIKED TO THINK IT WAS ADDITIONAL T -7
FVIDENCE OF THE PRESIDENRT® S CONCERN FOR ITALY, SINCE . . = .~ '
THE JFRESIDENT 4AS WELL AYARE THAT I HAD NO . ILLUSIOUS ' Lo S
WHATEVER ABOUT OUR SOVIET FRIENDS, AHD PERHAPS A CERTAIN e T
RUTHLESSNESS AND TOUGHNESS IN CARRYING OUT HIS INSTRUCTIONS. -+ .

CHE SAID THAT ME WAS GLAD 10 SEE THAT I SO THOROUGHLY

UNDERSTGOD THE MILITARY AND WOULD EVEW FORGIVE HY ARHY AND -~
ATRFORCE BACKGROUND SINCE HY WIFE WAS S0 OBYIQUSLY ALL- . . . .
NAVY. UE CONCLUDED BY HAVING A TUC- MAN RUNP SESSION . R
OF THE TOM MOORER FAN CLUB. -HE IS EXTREUELY FOND SRR s
0F 4DYIRAL NMOORER AND HOLDS MIM Il THE MIGHEST RESPECTs .
T SATD EE WAS [HPRESSID WITH ADHIRAL ZUMWALT BUT HAS .,
NaT YTT RAD TIE OPPORTUMITY TO KUY HIH WELL. - ROSELLI~ . .-
13T NI SETNG GENIUNELY PRO- AKERICAN. HE HAS A SCN .0
UARTINA FOR US AS Al ENGINEER WITH THE JET PROPULSION
VASCRATARY OF MHOW HE IS O3VIOUSLY VERY PROUD. . .
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RETURN AND KZEP IN CLOSE GONTACT. ALTHOUGH THERE YAS
NO DIRECT REFERENCE TO THE SUBSTANCE REPORTED IN MY o
PREVIOUS MESSAGES, HE KNEYW THAT I ¥WAS FULLY INFORMNED AND

© ALSO XNEW THAT I KNEV KE DID. I ENGOURAGED Hin anr o, wITH

TOTAL FRANKNESS WITH ADMIRAL MOORER AND ADMIRAL ZUMJALT.. . _
ALTHOUGH QNE CAM NEVER BE TOTALLY CERTAIN, IT XS MY . °
FIRNI IMPRESSION THAT -GENERAL MARCHESI HAS .MOVED YITH :
SUBTLETY AND FIRUNESS TO GET THE SITUATION IN HAND. ‘
THEREFORE, I RECOMMEND YOU SUGGESYT 10 MOORER AND ZUMMALT
THAT THEY FOLLOW THE SALE LTNE I TOOK WITH ROSELLT- -
LORENZI AND LET HE KNOW HOY THE CONVERSATIONS WENT,

8. I AM GRATEFUL FOR YOUR ASSURANCE THAT ¥ WILL BE

KEPT INFORMED OF THE BITS AND PIECES THAT MAY COHE

YOUR WAY. IT WILL HELP KEEP ME AHEAD OF THE '

CGURVE AS THINGS DEVELOP HeREe 0
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