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HA'AREZ WRITER ON "DISAPPOINTMENT' OVER INTERIN ACCOHEB

' THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ISKAEL AND THE UNITED STATES.

Talll632 Tel AVIV HATAREZ IN HEBREW 11 NOV 75 P 11 75 Ta
(MOSHe ARENS COMMENTARY: "DECAY IN THE INTERIM AGREEMENT™)

(EXCERPTS) TwO MONTHS AFTER THE CHAMPAGNE GLASSES WERE
FILLED FOR THE SIGNING OF THE INTERIM AGREENMENT WITH EGYPT,
IT IS NECESSARY TO LOOK AGAIN AT THIS AGREEMENT AND TO
COMPAREL OUR AIMS AND EXPECTATIONS WITH THE REALITY A5 IT IS
DEVELOPING IN THE FIELD. ALTHOUGK THE AINS OF THE ISRAELI
NEGOTIATING TEAN AT THE BEGINWING OF THE TALKS HAVE GEVER BEEWN
DEFINED, CONCERNING THE BACKGROUND OF THE MANY SPLECHES OF [HE PRIME
MINISTER [T CAN BE ASSUMED THAT HE S5AW BEFGRE HIM FOUR MAIN ALNSS

THE FIRST AIM ACCORDING TO THE PrIAE WINISTER'S DECLARATIONS
wAS TO ADVANCE TOWAKD PEACE WITH THE ARAB WORLU, OR, A1 LEAST,
WITH EGYPT,

THE SECOKD AIM OF THE RABIN GOVLENMEGT WAS TO TIGHIEW

THL THIKD AIM WAS TO INCREASE MILITARY AID FrROM THE UNITED
STATES WHICH SHOULD BE MANIFESTED IW THE QUANIITY AND Ik
THE QUALITY OF THE AKMS SUPPLIED. .

THE FOURTH AId WAS ECONOMIC AID WHICH WOULD BE GIVEN T0
ISHAEL GLNEROUSLY AND WITH AN UNDERTAKING 10 CONTINUE IT FOR
A PERIOD OF FROM 5 TO 10 YEARS.

HOW DO THINGS SEEM ON “THE MORNING AFTER", AFTER WE HaVE
FREED OURSELVES FROM THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHAMPAGNE?
ALTHOUGH OWLY 2 MCNTHS HAVE PASSED SIWCE THE SIGHING AWD ONE
CANNOT AS YET MAKE A FINAL ASSESSMENT, IT SEEMS THAT IF AN
INTERIM ASSESSMENT WERE MADE TODAY IT wOULD WOT BE VERY ENCOURAGING.

AS FOR THE MAIN AIM OF CREATING A DE FACTO STATE OF NON-
BELLIGERENCY BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL, IT 1S CLEAR TODAY, IN THE
WARE OF THE SPEECHES ABD DECLARAT IONS BY PRESIDENT AS-SADAT IN
THE UNITED STATES, THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS.
EVEN IF MOST OF THE ATTENTION OF THE CITIZENS OF ISRAEL AND OF THE

- JEWISH PEOPLE IS TURNING TO AS~SADAT'S SATANIC REMARKS ON ZIONISHN
- AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE, THEN AS-SALAT'S REMARKS BEFORE THE UNITED

NATIONS ASSEMBLY, FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE INTERIM AGREEMENT ,
ARE NO LESS JMPORTANT. THIS SPEECH IN WHICH Ab-SADAT ANNOUNCED
THAT IF ISRAEL DOES NOT WILLIWGLY WITHCRAW 1O THE 1$67 BORDERS
EGYPT WOULD HAVE TO USE “OTHLER™ MEANS, IS A CLEAR BREACH OF THE
FIRST TwQ CLAUSES OF THE INTERIM AGREEMENT.
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ISRAEL DID NOT HAVE TO WAIT LONG FOR ADD IT IONAL CLARIFICATIONS
WIIH REGARD TO THE "UNDERSTAND INGS™ WIIH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT o
A FEW DAYS AFTER DR KISSINGER LEFT THE COUNTRY, IN HIS REPORT OWm
THE INTERIW AGKEEMENT BEFORE THE U.S. SENATE COMmITTEE, HE
DECLARED THATONE SHOULD NOT SEE IN THESE "UNDERSTAWD INGS"™ A
BINDING AGRLEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STAIES
AND THE GOVERWNMENTI. OF ISRAEL. :

AL SO WITH REGARD TO MILITARY AID WHICH wWAS APPARENTLY AGREED
UPON WITH DR KISSINGER, THE DISAPPOINTUENTS WERE NOT LONG In
COMINGs THE U,S. GOVER&MENT IS NOT PREPARED 10 sUPPLY THE
SIRATEGIC PERSHING MISSILE TO ISRAEL, AND ALSO WITH REGARD TO
THE SUPPLY OF F-16 PLANES IT APFEARS THAT A CLEAK AND BINDING
ANSWER FROM WASHINGION HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED. THESE TwoO ITEMS
s100D AT THE CENTER OF THE REQUESTS THAI WERL MADE TO DR KISSINGER
DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS ON THE INTERIM AGREEMENT.

THE FIRST CLUE OF "OLACKENING™ IN ECONOMIC AID THAT waS
APPARENTLY AGREED UPON IN THE MEGOTIATIONS WAS RECEIVED EBY THE

-0 ~CIIIZENS OF THE COUNTRY WITH THE FINANCE 1N ISTER'S RETURN FROM
“WASHINGTON -A FEw DAYS AFTER THE SIGNING OF THE AGREZMENT , yHEW,

WHILE STILL Al BEN GURION AIRPOKT, HE ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD
RETURNED FROM WASHINGTON "DISAPPOINTED™., SINCE THEN IT HaAS
BLCOME CLEAR THAT THE AMOUNT OF AID IN THE COMING YEAR WILL

BE LESS THAN EXPECTED, AND WORSE, THAT . OVER HALF OF IT WILL BE
GIVEN AS A LOAW WHICH WILL BE ADDED TO THE KUGE WAT IONAL DEBT
THAT 15 PLAGULING THE COUNTRY'S TREASURY. AND WHAT ABOUT THE
CONI INUATION OF THE “PROMISED™ L£CONOWMIC AID FOR A4 PERIOD OF
FROM 5 TO 10 YEAKS? IT 4PPEARS THAT NO QNE IN THE GOVERKNMENT
OF ISKRAEL WANTS TO GIVE AN OPINION TODAY ON THIS SORE QUEST JON,

IT IS CLEAR TODAY THAT THE REALITY OF THE INTERIM AGREEMENT
IS ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT FROM THE IMAGE IN THE EYES OF 1HE
ISRAEL NEGOTIATING TEANM AT THE TIME WHEN THEY WERE CELEBRATING

THE INITIALLING IN JERUSALEN WITH DR KISSINGER. IT @b DOUBTFUL

IF THE GOVLRNMENT OF ISKRAEL WOULD HAVE ENDORGSED IT IF IT Hab
UNDERSTOOD THEN WHAT IT KNOWS TODAY. OF COURSE THERE ARE
MANY LESSONS 10 BE LEAKNED FROM THIS DISAPPOINT ING DEVELOPMENT .

- THE QUESTION ARISES TO WHAT EXTENT THE NEGOTIAT IONS WERE CAKRIED

OUI A5 THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN., DID THE ISRAEL I TeAM PAY
ATTENTION TO LEARNING THE WAYS OF THE ADMINISTRATION IN THE
UNITED STAYES S0 THAT THRY COULD ESTIMAle IN TIME THE REAL
VALUE OF THE PROMISES AND "UNDERSTAMDINGS"™ WHICH THEY RECE IVED
FROM DR KISSINGER? WERE THE PROVISICNS OF THE AGREEMENT
COMPETENTLY DRAFTED, AND WHY WERE KEY POINTS SUCH AS THE AMOUNT
AND NATURE OF THE ECONOMIC AID NOT PROMISED IN THE FRAMEWORK

OF THE AGREEMENT?

THESE QUESTIONS AND MANY OTHERS WILL BE EXAMINED FOR MONTHS
IN THE GOVERNMENT, KNESSET AMD IN PUBLIC FORUMS, BUT ONE
QUESTION STANDS BEFORE THE GOVERWMENT FOK DECISION IN THE
COMING DAYS: ARE WE TO CONTINUE TO INMPLEMENT THE INTERIM
AGREEMENT AFTER ITS BREACH BY THE EGYPTIANS A FEW WEEKS AFTEHR
115 SIGNING. MOST COF THE OIL FIELDS IN. SINAI HAVE NOT YT
BEEN TURNED OVER TOU EGYPT, AND SOLDIERS OF THE EGYPI IAN ARMY
HAVE NOT YET REACHED THE PASSES.
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