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CENTRAL. INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ‘*\\‘“\'\‘f

15 Aprﬂ 1974
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_MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Henry A, Kissinger
S Assistant to the Prasident for
Natiana1 Security Affairs

| SUBJECT:  Iranian Reguest for United States

Assistance in Providing Foodshuffs B
for Barzan1 $ Kurds : o

1. On 14 Aoril 1974

3 reguest that the United States Government assist

Fan 1n providing foodstuffs, espacially wheat, flour,

‘edible oils, sugar, rice, powdered milk, tea, oeans and L '

potatces, to the zrea of Irag controlled b 25X

Barzani's Kurds and blockaded by Baghdad. S
satd that the food sztuatxen in the

‘ Zani=ngs ‘becoming critical due to the 1nf1ux

of refugess and Iwaqi punitive econcmic measurss, The

JIranians also said that the above foods were in short o

supply in Iran itseif and that United Statas Government sup-
povt haS therefore needed.
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"2. The above 1nformat1on has been ngen to Ambassador
‘Helms in Tehran. ‘ |

i "‘3. It is-our view that as long as the present state
of tension exists between the Baghdad Government and Mulla
- Mustafa's Kurds, the Tatter will suffer chr0n1ca11y from

i food. shortages.. By trying to be responsive to requests for

.. bulky commodities ~- requests which will certainly be re-

 gurring -~ we run the serfous risk of eroding the security

- of our present operation, not to mention ra151ng our COSts .
to an unacceptable 1eve1
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. 4. It i therafore my recommendation that our.
responsy point out the difficulties of try-
ing to mwve securery large amounts of commodities and

~_our unwillingness to thus raise the risk factor to an

- unacceptable Yevels ' If Iran is unabie to meet all the

. Kurds' requirenents, it should be recommended to the
Kurds that they appsal overtly to eleemosynary organi-
zations equipped to help in this way. ' ‘
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R W.E. Colby
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