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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 2?, 1970

Dear John: !

It was good of you to pass along your expression

of continued confidence in the President's strong
attachment to the principles of asylum and refuge,.

I shall be very happy to convey this to him. You
may be assured that the President has instructed
that all necessary measures must be taken to
ensure that such a tragic event cannot happen again.

‘Warm regards,
2

Henry A, Ki.s/vy nger

Mzr, John ¥, Thomas
Director, Intergovernmental
Committee for European

Migration
9, Rue du Valais
Geneva, Switzerland
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‘r.l-amecaemhw 19_, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. KISSINGER

FROM: ‘Helmut Sonnenteldt l _g] :

. SUBJECT: ILithuanian M*f_wkor Case: Hopd’tmny the End |

Mg, John Thomas, the Director of the Intergovernmental Comrmittee for
European Migration, bas wriltea {Tab B) to report that, though he was

upset by the defector incident, he is confident that the President personally

" ‘believes strongly in the right of asylum. {There is just & hint in the letter
that Mr. Thomas bopes the US will continue iis generous finmncixl soppert

for bis Committee. ) There is & brief reply leiter at Tab A for your signsture.

' You may recall that a number of typed and band-written materials from
 Kudirka ¢the Litbuanian defector) found their way into American bands,
" /Mpparently, some of the fisheries experts and the interpreter oo board
obtained some originals and Xeroxed others.) The documents ultimately
© got to CLA (from State, the Coast Guard and the Marine Fisheries division
 of Commerce) for evalaation and translation. State has sent you & memo .
reporting that the Agency's preliminary snalysis indicates that the docaments
are ioconsequential (Tab C). We bave subsequently received a copy of &
raemo from the CIA to the Coast Goard containing 3 full translation of Endirka's.
personal notebook (Tab D), Tom Karamessines concludes that none of the
inforimation in the notebook is of intelligénce value, This should conclude
at least this aspect of the incideat. It is possible, however, that State may
" decide to release the docaments to the press at some point i{ there is any
continuation of the previous press speculation that the documents contained

o important intelligence information. Such press speculation might have done

" a disservice to Kudirka, and the public release of the documents might be
of some margical help to him., . 3

- R—EWMM,ENI?A‘JIIQN

That yoa sign the letter to Mr. Thomas at Tab A.
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Deay Joha:

It was good of you to pase aleag your
expression o{ coatinsed confidence ia the
Presideat’s strong attacheneat to the pria-
ciples ol asylum and refuge. [ shall be very
happy to comvey this to hlm. You may be
assared thas the President has lostructed that
all secessiyy messures mast be taken to
sasare that such & tragic event connat happen
agaia.

Varm regards,

Honry A, Hissiager

Mz, Jobha F. Thomas
Director, lnkergovernsaental
Gommittes ior Lurepesn

Migration
9, Rue du Yulals
Geneve, Hwitieriand

ATDowney:mm:12/17/70
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' FOR EUROPEAN MIGRATINYP

v
THE DIRECTOR . : GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

7 December 1970

PERSONAT,

Dear Henry:

I deliberately refrained from sending a cable to the President
on the unfortunate incident which occurred at Martha's Vineyard with .
regard to the Lithuanian sallor, Mr. Simas., You will recall that-
when I met with the President in February 1969 he emphasized his
personal concern for refugees and he pledged his support to the
efforts the Intergovernmental Committee for Eurcpean Migration was
and is making to reseitle from the European camps as quickly as
possible those who "seek freedom with their feet". Although my
twenty five years of service in the refuree field made me extremely
upset about the incident, I did not feel that the President regquired
a reminder from me to take whatever action he deemed necessary to see
that such an incident will not reoceur,

The Intergovermmental Committee for European Migration moved
nearly 60,000 refugees to new homelands in 1969 and will move over
50,000 bhis year largely due to the generous contribution from the
United States, fully supported by the President.

Please couvey to the President that,” while I do have a concern
over what appears to be an administrative slip, I do have confidence
in his personal belief in the right of asylum evidenced by his con-
tinued willingness to support the efforts being made by the 31
Member Govermments of ICEM to alleviate the plight of those who have
reached a safe haven.

{

With warm personal regards,

erely yours,

F. Thomas

Mr, Henry Kissinger

f/ Special Division (/
White House
Washington, D.C.
U, S, A
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PEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D,C. 20520 )

SECRET/EXDIS ‘ : " December 8, 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENRY A, KISSINGER
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Documents Relating to Lithusnian Seaman
Simas I. Kudirka

Tn our memorandum to you of December 2, we noted that the
Department of State had received from the Division of Foreign
Tisheries of the National Marine Fisheries Service (U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce) a number of Xeroxed coples of typed and written
materials belonging to Mr., Kudirka, We understand that these
materials were photographed or copled while Mr, Xudirka was
seeking asylum aboard the US Coast Guard Cutter VIGILANT, The
copies of materials relgting to Mr. Kudirka were included in a
‘notebook belonging to our American delegation containing technical
and background papers on the fisheriles negotiations which took
place between US and Soviet representatives on November 23 off
Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts. The only ordginal of a document
relating to Kudirka in the notebook is the letter from the Soviet

- fishing-fleet commander, Popov, alleging that Mr. Kudirka had

 stolen 3,000 rubles from his safe and requesting hls return to
the Sovetskaya Litva. A copy of this communlcatlon is contalned
4in the Department of Transportation's report to the President on
the Kudirka case. ; . :

| A1l of the material which was photographed of Mr. Kudirka's
personal belongings was forwarded on December 3 to Mr. Karamessines
" of CIA for urgent analysis from an intelllgence point of view.
According to CIA, an inltial reading of these particular documents -
4Andicates that they are Minconsequential." The Agency's analysis,
" however, will not be completed untll it receives another group of
documents relating to Me. Kudirka which were in the hands of the
US. Coast Guard. We have no way of knowing whether the materials
 in the hands of the Coast Guard merely duplicate those we passed
on to CIA or whether they constitute supplementary material and
have some substantive importance. As of 11:00 a.m., December 7,
CIA had not yet recelved the materials in the possession of the
Coast Guard, but expected them shortly. ‘

R

SECRET/EXDIS
‘ GROUP 3 A
" Downgraded at 12-year intervals,
not automatically declassifiled.
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: _In the meantime, you ma:y be aware of news stories reportin
. al egations by Ocngressman Pucinski-of Illinois that Mr. Kudlrka
had “important documents with him and that he could possibly have
! been one of the most important informers of our. time, " - If 4t
turns out that gll the documents are Armocuous;, Congvessman
 Pucinski may inadvertently have doné. an additional disservice. to
Mp, . Kudirka, since it is highly 11kely -that the Soviet. a.uthorities
would -use such- statements to accuse M, Kudirka. of- crimes other:
than that of ‘attempting to-defect. Thls ‘¢ould résult in an even
stiffer punisment than he will undouhtedly receive. T

i If the CIA analysis showa the' docxmxents to be innocuous, _we
believe considera’cion should be gilven o -releasing them to- the
press.  We will make a recommendatidn’ on this score once wé have
veceived the CIA analysis. In the.meanwhile, ‘the National Marine
Fisherles. Service has agreed tha’c we shculd 'retam the notebook?

on: a temporary basis.
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