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a. 

Doe's Departure Imminent 

Peace talks scheduled fbr today in Sierra Leone have been overtaken 
by milita events that almost certainly will speed President Doe’: 

Doel Jis not prepared to 
resign at this time antfifilieves his troops can efeat the rebels in 
Monrovia. 

Fighting on the perimeter: of Monrovia continued yesterday. As of 
late afiernoon. the army still held the St. Paul River Bridge and Camp 
Schielfelirlh Asklthough the rebels 
controlled rewerville in the north and most 0 aynesville in the

' 

south, nearby Camp Ramrod was still being contested.‘There was 
heavy fighting at the Elwa 'unction, and army troops may have 
wi hdr wn from that area. 

Large numbers of Liberian civilians have sought refuge at US 
facilities. Some 5,000 have streamed into the VOA compound near 
Careysburg, and 3,000 more are outside the US diplomatic receiving 
site near Brewerville; another 5,000 are seekin refu e at the 
US-managed OMEGA navigational 
Monrovia still has no water or electricity, and stores remain 
closed. Nervous soldiers are stopping most trafiic at numerous army 
checkpoints throughout the capital. They are bcginnin to harass US 
citizens at checkpoints There is 

[growing anti-US sentiment among military elements

s
- 

mount an organized defense Most soldiers instead probably will seek 
ways to protect themselves and their families Doe ld uickl 

Comment If Taylor launches an assault on downtown Monrovia 
today and Juluehas indeed left the capital, the army is unlikely to 

change his mind about the timing of his departure. (b)(3 
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