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CENTRAL. WTELLQGENCE AGEINCZY 
WASHINGTON. n.<:. 2050:: 

13 March 1981 

Prof, Donald Coers 
Department of English 
Sam Houston State University 
Huntsville, TX 7?34l 

Dear Prof" Coers, 
Your recent letter to Mr. William Casey, Director of 

Central Intelligence, has been referred to the CIA Historical 
Staff for response. 

A CIA official conversant with the Donovan papers indicates 
that he has no memory of references to a meeting with John 
Steinbeck. The period in question~~$ummer and early fall of 
l94l~~was, however, a time of intensive organizational and re- 
cruitment activity as the Coordinator of Information (the 
forerunner of OSS) got underway and there would be a certain 
logic to some contact at that time. 

The bulk of the Donovan papers—~ahout 110 hoxes~~is 
currently deposited at the US Army Military History Institute, 
Carliele Barracks, Pennsylvania, ITOIZ, Mr. Anthony Cade 
Brown, Donovan'a biographer, reportedly has exclusive access to 
them through 1982, 

I hope the above information may he of some value to you 
in your Steinbeck research. 

Sincerely, 
<b><8> 

Roberta S. Knapp W 

Acting Chief 
Historical Staff 

_V< 

Distribution: 
O"Addressee 
l-HS Chrono 
l~Ex. Sec. 
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x SAM HOUSTON STATE (JNIVERSITY 
5? HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS 11341 

%%§Q§> March 3, 1981 

DEPARTMENT UF L'NGL|E.:H 

$76’ 

Mr. William J. Casey 
Director 
Sentral Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 
Dear Sir: 

After reading Joseph Persico's Pgorqing one Roich recently, 
I om convinced that you are 1ike1ier“Eh§E”§fiy6§E ooofiaow whore I 
might look for some information I need to complete o resoorch oPo~ 
Joct I have been working on for several years now“ Hero, briefly, 
io the problem: 

John Steinbeck was bitterly attaokeo in the spring of 19%? 
for a novol he published in March of that year ontitleo The Moon 
is Qpwn. H13 detractoro, o cotorie of liberal critico h5§Hé“$§ 
T5mes ?huvber and Clifton Feoiman, occuooo Steinbook of being, 
among ofiher things, "sofh" on contain of his cnaraofiers who are 
obvious Nazi typos (tho novel, you may remember, io built around 
a thin1y~disgu1soo version of the German invasion of Norway). Ac~ 
tually, Steinbeck was merely oschowing the overblown Nazi brute 
stereotype in favor of more rea11etic~~and today, infinitely more 
damning-~dep1ct1on. 

One critic who defended Steinbeck at the time was Lewio Gannett, 
who woote mainly for the New Xonk Hopelq Tnioqng, Later, Gannett 
wrote that The Moon is Down grewwofifi 6?“a“@@e1@uo discuooion Stein» 
beck had w1?E'C5I5EeT”WTTTTem Donovan of the OSS§ Mr. Gannett gave 
no source for his information, and he died in 1966. Mrs. Steinbeck 
has been very kind in furnishing me ofiher information relating to 
my projoot, but one does not romomher hearing how ouobono talk about 
the meeting with Colonel Donovan‘ (Tho lady Btoinbook was marrioé 2 

to whom the conversation apparontly took plaoo oioo o fow“yoora ago.} 
Do you remember soon a meeting between Colonel Donovan and Mr. 

Steinbeck, do you know who might know something about 1%, or can ' 

you tell me how I might find recoroo of the meotiog in the Q83 filoo, which I understand are now largely open records in the GI files? » 

Incidentally, ono meeting moot have token place sometime in the sum- 
mer or early fall of 19%}. 

I know your hands are for too full right now for you fio give 
_ 

much attention to faded scholarly problems, but ao yon con oee, I've 
tried a number of other posoibilitioo without success. I have Just 
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raceivefi a travel granfi ta go ta Eur0p@ this may ta find ¢1and@fi~ 
fiine copies of The Moon is Dawn (live alreafly uncevarad a few in 
this cauntry) a5§”t§MTfit§¥v$E%”f0rm§r mambers nf fine resi$tanc@ 
in Hmllamd, France, Nnrway, Danmarky find Italy“ The naval was 
greatly appreciated in thnafi countriaa, whare cfiud@ly»printefi 
translations of it were distributefl, @€ten afi graat visk, by fihe 
underground, It wmuld be annrmwusly hfiipful if I coulfi learn how 
tha idea far the nova} wag barn anfl whathe? it wax fihe r@@u1t Qf 
a plan conceived by Cwlmnel Dnnavan anfi Steinbwck. 

I hope it gnes withnut saying that I will be inowdinately 
grateful for any advice er informatimn you might be able to give 
me.

I 

$1ncer@ly§ 

fix 

Donald Cmere 
Assmciate Profiesfinr 
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