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Here is a summary of CII-\'s role in the Iranian 
hostage crisiswhich I promised you last week._ If 
the Vice President would like a further oral briefing, ' 

’ we would be glad to arrange it.",.1gj _
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I think thisfiis 'important'__background for questions ~~ 

I will "soon be raising with-Vrespect‘ to resources and
_ arrangements to __rebuild'an‘d maintain the‘Agency's. 

. paramilitary _¢apabilitiesP-which -have been allowed 
to run down seriously, to»_.~t_he» point where wecan 

. entirelyllose s=ignifi'cant'-Tfcapabnilities. I am taking 
action on this:"with'=th"ei-,res_ources at hand, but more 
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In the _Tong~,1getter‘i_'I"wrote the President on 6 May about personnei - 

changes_and reorganization steps taken here, 
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1;» duced. oto;{hinr‘}»ast Saturday, Teads mevto think that he too might _' (b)(1)i 
iiIQfrea_ .sendi_ng_jthe enciosed to you. X ._ _ 
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..~-I~~*,ear1yi‘stage,;;the;dang_eriofgthe-‘gkind of instability which proved so devastating 
'in~PIran§arrct‘which1§’sojworrriesi-_us}in the few other countrieswhich have a great 
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-”th'esVé€factor’sr‘*of“j?Fn$t;abn?Ti.ty1‘{f1ost Iran and what might have been done about 
it at fvartous‘rstag’es;:'-1§’Fo'{dot this weii , we need access to work done last year 

-- .on'USsI.ranian;reTationsT::f1¢0m<¢1941' through 1979. CIA contributed oni y on the 
nteT;I_i‘gen‘ce.si;de{i;;the_com;fi_Tation‘ and anaTysis was done at State. The " 
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=.j_docunients;*"Eut;;,they~§have:nojt§;'been released within the» US Government. The * 
‘5documefgtsvin=.=qoes-Ei:€>:x€fiav$iwno%tit1e but can be referred to as “all the summary ' 

_._._i_fpape:='s;_’on: 'the}USlaE*1=a1a;<:i;eI%ait}tonship ‘since 1941.", To enhance our own understanding, '_ 
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IIzggggggggggfiggfiégiiefishy?ifiefiiiijiiiiiiiiiil in Tehran.‘ By early December; 
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. (bXi) 

' monthj"however;* 
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‘ e~’; ; an 
concerned that the presence of the Americans in the K::::::::::::::;]would become ~ 

ayee;a role in the exfiftration of the six American diplomats 

<b><1> 
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"wiCIA;hadfstaitedfQoriingienéfiifferent strategies and scenarios ‘ --'- 
. (bX3) §’six out oiékeenéaniuhéeztnokeseveral operational initiatiyeseiflnnfiitlnflthelw 
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iT?5I§?§Onfl4*Dece§ber§ithe§Staf§§0epartment requested CIA to assume responsibility ~" 
: 1' 

' for4the-exfiltration.ofi€the=six¥Americans from Iran;' On l3 December, the CIA _~ ." §" 
‘submitted an exfiitraticn planfto the State Department (Precht) for consideration.'» " ~ 

And on I7 December; in res onse t0[::::::::] ressure, CIA discussed the subjects (bX1) 
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E:::::::j;‘[:::::%%:::::1 mindful of our need for its ~ (bX3) 
communications andiofher-support-in Tehran, did not push for a decision and agreed (bX3) 

_ that the six Americans could "stay ut for the time being." By the end of the . 
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had become increasingly i ‘(bX1) 
(bX3) 
(bX3) _known to Iranianeeuthorities. jAn article by Kim King in the Ottawa journal on
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29 December on the subject of American diplomats who had avoided t b cap ure y ' 
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