#

N ' .
T ( CONFIDENTIAL {
Ai%mb—_ T decunity Ulassijication
FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH

DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE

Ny

7628.00/1-1653
XR 862a.461k

E LY

FROM American Consulate DESP. XL

General, Bremsn

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASIHINGTON.

——16-Jenugry 1952 —
1100623

TO

REF

@t

DEPT.

1

JN LI I TBS TPI R
F OTHER

0

ACTION

lor Dept. GER
Use Only REC'D l

hm JAW 23
upleBanning of BIJ in Bremen

53

This decument Is papt of en o8 Integratea
ed from Mo tils 1 agest e

subjected W individual ystamatic 1w,

E ALT

N

™

On Jenuary 13 Bremen, aleng with Hemburg and Lower Saxeny, bannad
the Bund Deutschsr Jugend (BDJ) and the so-called Techmnischer Diemst
(Technical Servics). The decisien was taken by the Bremen Sanate en the
bals of Article 9 of the Basic Law and was anneunced by Willi DEHNKAMP,
Senater fer Scherls and lducatien, acting fer Interier Senater Adelf
EHLERS, whe is i1l. 1In his statement te the press, Dehnkamp anneunced

~that while net a great deal ("usbermsessig viel") ef evidence against the greu

::had been discevered in Bremen, this censtituted ne greunds fer failure %e
act. The Lasnder, he said, had begged the Federal Minister ef the Interier

hin vain te prehibit the BDJ natisnally and had finally had to take the

Sinitietive themselves.
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Dehnkamp further stated that the Technischer Dienst had had seme
160 mambers in Bramen, mest of them fermer officers ef the German Wehrmacht
or of the Vaffen-SS. Of the 160, seme 25 had been te the “partisan scheel”
at Waldmichelsbach. The BDJ itself had abeut 80 members.

COMMENT ¢

; On the basis of what we knew abeut the BDJ lecally, the reperting
efficer feels that the Bremen Senate ceuld have found greater threats %o
the censtitulen witheut leoking wvery far. The Landesamt fuer Verfassungs-
schutz (vary much SPD in Brcmon) has had an inferment, ene Gexrt RICHTARSKY,
in the Bremen BDJ eoffice fer seme menthe. It is alse likely thsat the head
ef the BDJ in QOldenburg, Dieter ven GLAHN, has been perferming the same
functien fer the LFV of Lewer Saxeny. Richtarsky has turned sver te the
LfV every scrap of cerrespendence frem the BDJ effice over a leng peried ef
time, We have seen much of this cerrespendence, and, threugh the ceurtesy

of the Bremen C.I.S5. unit, we have
telephene calls between Richtarsky
lieves that the recent sensatiensl
Dienst came as & greal surprise te

The Bremen BDJ has been a rather i
fer seme time and has appreached ths {ensulats General en sccaslien
it
i
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Schade is new factien manager of the Bremen FDP, which is & respectadble

party in this area. The mew BDJ chairman, Hans DUIJKERS, has been attempting
te build up the greup asz an anti-=Cemmunist ergainizatien., He and ether BDJ
nembers have cencentrated en attending pelitical gatherings and pardicipas-
ting in the discussiens which fellewed the main speeches. In this werk he
has had the suppert ef the CIU, the FDP, ard such erganizatiens as the
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Demekratischer Kreise and the Eurepa Uniem. Perhaps the
werst that can be said ef the pressni leadership ef the Bremen BDJ is that they
are tee prene te leek for a fight witheut thinking ef the pessible advantages
this may give te the Cemmunist prepeganda line (witmess their attacks ef last
fall en KPD meetings in Bremen). They have alse been tee inclined te lump
the KPD and the SPD tegether under the generic term "Marxists."

cennectiens with the Deutsche Partei amd the neterieus Dr. Heinrich um:s—\‘ ;

As far as the se-called Techmischer Dienst is cencerned, this effice A
is aduittedly lacking in infermatien. Hewever;, the reperting efficer views !
the figures given by Senater Dehnkamp with seme skepticism. An attempt will i
be made te ebtain further infermutien en this subject.

The ocenclusien which ene is ferced te draw, thean, is that Bremen, like
the ether SPD-deminated Laeander, ias simply tagging aleng with the matienal
SPD leadership in a matter which makes a highly satisfactery pelitical feet-
ball. This is net te say that there are ne greunds at all fer taking actien
against the BDJ and its effsheet;, the Technischer Diemst, but the reperting
officer reiterates that it weuld be easy te find mere subversive greups.
Farthermere, the fact that the BDJ is anti-SPD has undenbtedly helped te
shape the SFD's ceurse ef actiien, as has the fact that the whele affair has
caused cemsiderables eabarrassment te the gevernment cealitienm in genersal and
Minister of the Interier LIEHR im particular,

This last peint was well 1llustrated during a cenversatiean which twe
efficers from the Censulate General had with Buergermeister KAISEN en
Jsnuary 15, Bremen's public relatiens man, Alfred FAUST, came in during the
ceurse of the cenversation with werd that the British had arrested members
of & nee~Nazi ergenizatien im their zene. Fausi teek this as anether
illustratien of a jeb which sheuld have besn dene by Lehr befere semeene else
did it fer him and suggested that this might well ferce Lehr's resignatiem,
This is by me meansz the first exsmple we have had of Lehris persenal um-
pepularity im Bremen SPD circles.

The initial reactiem te the BDJ bam im right wing pelitical eircles
in Bremen has been extremely unfaverable. The IP, secended by the CILU, has
demanded that the Senate defend its actien befere a special secrei gesaien
of the Buergerschaft. The FDP, which, with the CIU, is the SPD's cealitien
partner;, is equally incensed, and the FDP weekly, Der Reland, will take a

veyy streng stend against the bam in its next issue.
S
, VZ@/\/L P

Philip F.j Dur
American Censul

FOR THE (ONSUL GERE




4

' . Piﬁ‘. . B v of ™ R e Page___;.;_f__of
: ,' Desp..No._m_.' ] v i AP Ity Intatmecien) .Engl. Np..-__.-__ .
Fro ’ = — ... (Classtfcation) - . .?esp. No.
DISTRIBUTION: : : Fom
2 cepies te OCA, HICOG, Frankfert.
1 cepy te PA: Liaisen Heuse, HICOG Mehlen.

5 cepies te PA: Censular Reperts Officer, Bex 320, Mehlem.
1 copy each te AMCONGEN's Hakburg, Duesselderf, Framnkfurt,
‘ Stuttgart, Munich.
— 1l cepy te American Censulate, Berlin.
' 1 cepy te SupCenGen, Benn.




