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Mr. Cunningham hat mir heute eine Erkldrung des
Generals Truscott vom 20.Februar d.Js. iibergeben. Ich
habe Mr.Cunningham zugesichert, dass ich die amtlicie
Erklsirung, dass die in Frankfurt anhdngige Vorunters.i-
.chung von mir ubernommen ist, spdtestens am Mittwoct

nichster Woche abgeben werde.
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20 Pebruary 1953

Oberbundesonvalt
Bundesgerichtehofl, Karlsrhe

1. The organiiﬂtien was constitnﬁed by American authorities to
urdertake military action against an enemy in the event of an arwed
attack against the Pederal Zepwblic of Germany. In peacetime it was
avthorized only ‘o prepere for this task,

2. The organization was constituted for military purposes and to
Tunction as & guasi military unit.

3. Collection of infornaticn to be passed on for appropriate use
by s1l4ed military authorities in the event of fnvasion of the West

Gorwan federal territory Ly an aggressoer was an authorised activity of

‘the organization, Ouch information was considered relevant to the

security and activities of the organisation undar the circumstances of
enexy occupation. The information could concern personalities of
counter~intelligence interest to the organisation as well as persensli-
ties potentially capable of assisting it, or deserving aseistahos or
protection from the sllied military authorities, |

L. Members of the organisation were recruited from variocus sources,
including the BDJ. 0.5, awthoritics concerned with the organization did
not wish 1ts membership or astivities involved or connected with Oerman
organizations poarforming noremal soclal or political activities, Aceord-
ingly, an order was issued to those members of the Service who also
happened to be members of the BDJ to divorse themselves completely from
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the BDJ. 1 have been inforved this was accomplicshed in every case oxcept

possibly that of Peters, who is alleged to have retained his contact with

the BDJ until 1952,

$. I think it apnronriate to conlirm the fact that dissolution of
the organiszation wes orderad in Kay of 1952. The decision to dissolve
the organization was made because of conviction on the part of the U.S.
authorities that because ol tho greatly improved millitary position of the
Western Fowers the maintenance of a parsmilitary orzanisation primarily
deﬁgngd to assist German mationals in defending themselves against the
contingency of occupation of their country by an armed aggreesor wes no
longer easential, Yoreover the 0.5, authorities believed that contimed
support of such an orgzniszation in WWest Cermany was no longer consistent
‘with U.S. pelicy of recognising the soversign responsibilities of the
FPederal Republic.

6. Despite reports in the press to the contrary, I have so far seen
no evidente, as a result of the deliberations of the joint German imerican
comnission constituted to investigate this case or otherwise, implicating
the defendents involved or the organisation of whiich they were members 4in
any crimiral or 1llegal acts or activities asimed againet the Covernment of
the Vest Gcﬁa’n Federal Hepublic or the persons or security of ite citisens.
Il any such evidense is uncovered this would, of course, be a most sorious
matter which should bte pone into thoroughly.
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