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The‘dec1saon to kgep V;de}alln offlce and to

p s % ; :
lies ahead befere the m111tary resolves
the issue of presidential powers.

This publication:is prepared for regiotial:specialistsiin the Washington commumty by
the Latin America Division, Office of ional and Political Analysis, wuth occa-
sional contributions from other offices within the National Foreign Assessment
Center and from other agencies within the Inteliigence Community. Comments and
queries are welcome. They should be directed to the authors of ‘the lndnwdual

_ articles.
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E.a

The decﬁ81en by Argentlna s ruling junta to extend

Pnesident V1 ela s term and ‘to- separate the offlce!of the

Commander in c ef of the Army, w111 retlre from actlve
duty by 1 August, but will remain as chief executlve un-
til March 1981. Technically, Videla will thus serve as
a "civilian" president, although his constituency will
clearly be the military. By the fall of this year, the
Navy and Air Force members of the junta are also sBated
to retire and be replaced.

ment leat unclear, however, the cruc1a1
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javy. The issue
ear, and Massera's
the dec151onion

ziatives but also to generate opp051tlon both in and out
of the Navy.

S1nce Junta actlons requlre a unanlmous vote, the

ce{ whlch he

m: settled. The
not. been spelled
h regard to
Massera and

the changes already made, but they c%%%%:%%%%%ﬁ 3.5(c)

tiveness of a revampedxpxe51dengy

3

i
{

11 May 1978

Approved for Release: 2018/10/02 C06628655



Approved for Release: 2018/10/02 006628655

-Hnman Human Rights Developments

The Argentine Government has apparently decided that
conditions no longer justify giving the security forces
free rein.

In a speech at a natlonal police conference last
Week In af’;; - Genieral Harguindeguy declared

; =ger me ;es"h d almost completely erad1cated
»subversien and that it was therefore no longer necessary
or advisable for the police to remain under the direct
operational control of the various military commands.
Presumably actlng under the direction of President V1de1a
or the military junta, Harguindeguy has also issued' in-
structions to the police to stop bullying the publlc and
to restore normal police procedures.

These #oves' suggest. that Harguindeguy, one of -
Argentina's towshest and most conservative Army generals,
has adopted a more moderate posture, at least with re-
gard to counterterrorist tactics. In the past, these
operations were often directed against political leaders

and other c1v111ans not connected with subversive organi-
zations or i
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