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.	 'Stations Berlin	 Registry Nos i6.
1	 Report No: 656
I	 Reference: AB 57
1k	 Report Date: /4 -January 1947
1	 Sourci 'Gull ,	

.

, Evaluation: .B

• .	 .	 ACTIVITIES.	 ' .	 '	 .6	 0	 * e

_SUBJECT: . '"RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCHES IN BIIRL33,11/FERSONALITIES AND

-	 •	 :.	 •	 •
Information Bate: *Current • :
Date IsafciROceived: 16.-27*Dec.46-.•

••	 This is • the tenth :of.+6 series of 'reports ' dealing With
: the' project wherein source	 -attempt 6,1- comprehensive :survey

.	 ,

of all dissident- Slav elements in Berlin The lest report was
"Report No. 651, ,..Registry 'No. 1349.

• •
•,•	 2. ..:-The r. heEid of all Or thcidOx,,Churches in Berlin is i.A.LEXANDER,:o*f..l.,:-•

, • He made a trip to Wiecow at •thk•inviMihittOt.::-...'.t•
. th.éviet'46verrinient recently and on his return td Berlin mildly •

• oriticiiecLithe.:attitude.:othe.: government ..towards the AUsetait.	• • •
•''ACterding't..e.d•I,sOurbe, many, of-'7.the.-:.falthria.f..14.--

• Berlin have interpreted his attitude as Pro-Soviet. He immediately • •
•*: left:: Berlin for Parts . and is reported to be in Brussels at the • .••••	 •

Moment:'• :. -.4: •:}3iefrettsrn, to :pe..;9.in. is 	 in .the...neetr*.:,,srUtiire:

	

3. The paátpr of the Ruasian , Orthodox Church on NecticidstraSSe	 •
..B.erlin/ViiiMersdiatfi .: is Set itzs' . POLOaC$1,4541;, •:.H.e-:2aceesipet404;

,,,,BishOp',,ALEXANDER..'togaiaor. a	 on	 s.:re ..	to.Ber.lin gave an
• .	 '

- pi 1_7eggi.tcll:pg ,pereonel.'safe#::i. :, ,hio: openly': doCiiha4,	 '.	 •
poverty qf the inhabitants of :'110aCciw .:: :SOUrCe: was able to deterMine. • • .
the t ..he 	 invitations t9 -.appear before different .•

• • Soviet •COmpiendenta. but had -diCided';;*not: tO'honOr."them.•...In *source's: 	 .
• opinion he is -nOt.'cOMpletely„reliable .ibecenSe he pie ces church
• prerogativeS.OVerf;his-oideals.	 •	 •.	 .„.	 .	 . • •

. 	 •	 : 	 •	 . • .	 ,	 •	 .."	 . 	 •	 •

4..
	 •	 "•.	 •...

- The pastor ót l tifie lussianiddit Church on Ferbelliner r '. •....	 _	 _
BerlintlyilinersdOrf	 Source holds hit •

:as completely ,rellible .:;(t;e:- tiiti4Oilet),:and- as 6 brave and 	 •	 .
:honorable *person.	 - .	 '	 ,	 : •	 •	 .•	 .	 •

• . 	 •
. 	 :

5.	 At the lpresent • tine;'?-both:drthese .churches	 the • •
• ,onee. On .it.lhchOdstrEisse and on Ferbellinetplatz • are strongly 'eye/ •

to "the:,...taieStern :ROwere.'.bUtdo:::not. take any open political etencl::
The faithtil : •ef.7..hOth :: -chUrches:praYLfOr Patriarch .ALEXIS, I who is

; recognized* as thec:head'•: 9 f the .1Greek ' Orthodoit CharOtiIhtotighOtit:.:
the-	 (Note*:-. Patriarch ALE. /CCS ;J..a . net ufilieraelly Creep,gnized:k
Soie . orthodox 'churches, 	 th. Ametiett i„ regard hI as a • „I . '.	 ,

:Soviet stodge. ** The Orthodox Church is .45a*ag the penalty of its . •
1.close tie4Up with Czarism,- and its disOrganizatiOn. ia? stilt such •
that it would take an 1 dkPert On church politics and a:itaitiy, :60 : • •	 •

• ••• •• giVo a •ratienel picture Of the 'situation). It is interesting to
,n,Ote, that no 'prayers are . Offered for the Rd Army Or....the:., present • 	 ,.
:Soviet 'Government. : :Members of various orthodox. 	in r.Anterice .. .•',rtitinently send donations to both churches. ,,.4irde wee -,,itaito.:

	

	 . ,determine that ti.t ..1:6qtrs. ,,frOsf. •bOth of these: .bhurehee . have • appealed:
'cc the Sotriet Military Administration for coal,, , and Petiodie'. ship-

nts are 'received. To Or three timea; the Soviets ./tavefsent*:"6.
• truckload . Of food. for ,diStribution ,ameng the church inembais...;‘•.	 •

,	 .•.	 ,	 .	 .	 ..	 •	 ,	 ..	 ..	 •	 .	 .	 .	 ..	 .:.	 .	 .
. ,i 6. • 'Source • gives, en•entirely. 'different .piettire, 'Or •the..'con:,

•,...ditibris: eXiating . : :in the 'Orthode*-..FtiedhofIsitehe . at Tegel In the
.1 FrenchiSeet,Or : Of Berlin:::::' 'Ttie,.:pastor-there '1.3 .one:ADI1W., ••• •s *:.

. Ukrainian' refugee • who : left 'thel7ktaihi2(: :• tz..-1941",,, • He gets frequent
visits from.:11VD . officers, , end'is. • eald to be rewarded for his
colioboi.'otion: 'tith;eMple. - aupliet.' : of scamp i :foosli .. did rioney,,.	 .	 .	 ..,..	 .	 .	 .	 ..	 :-	 ..	 ..	 -	 .•	 ,	 -

• -,,	 : r..	 1' •,...,	 '	 •	 .. '	 .	 "	 .	 .
..	 -	 .
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• • ills associate, a priest called	 is not in .political sympathy
with him. and has asked to be transferred to the •Church on Ferbelliner-
plats.

	 •
,Source •thinks ADRIAN is a -venal opportunist. According to

• sonrce there is -a strong tendency among the orthodox in Berlin . to 	 ..• .
• ; regard this Church as under Soviet domination.	 • •

• . 7.	 Source admits that it would be difficult to eatablish.
• any direct connections 'between the W7D and the -Rusaiah.Orthodox :• 	 •	 • •
• Chi:tic/les in Berlin. The' mein difficulty, according to him,- is the • „, 	 .•
-• ,mental 'attitude of the Russian colony in Berlin, which seems to

run • into extremes with regard to the Soviets. It • generally consists,
of an abject fear of the 'Soviets or a toadying servility to „.`then.
SOurce recommends using as advisor on .church matters and informant,'

, a church Choir ; directe,p; He .14 .4 . • •
...••••forifer•'' .sian.DffiCer . lit • the . .Czarist. Army and an old emigre in •	-

ailin',..•••:. -Setirce • i	 e

	

rs : Crtain...that- •he is domoletalr • truStwort •••': and	 •„	 _	 ••	 ••	 :	 ;••has	 with:the. Soviets: .Sufficienuly..relia	 ..,„
•td(	.177RvAiirotiiiânti_ ,14, :.SCHAZAwurii the churCh••eldet.:'.Of..the.;'fertfillifier-!:

., 1- 1,;- .1-4r..r-pl:titi'7Ch#Ch.•...‘. -:-.He-,TaIsn-is,•=7.r:Oriaar,:Ciars.7atf of fieer-;:end:-.2at.4..b110::::time,..,-:

	

r, .. a- . secretary t6:- the . , Ilrgfr 5. s 4404 .dét Ras sischen Nilitser • Verbeendef-2	.
Arkintereatincindividua'i 	 on ."

.,•••[Ferbelllnerpletz is one 	 RfSSIi.O. A'itna'sien eniitreand-•.;fermerlY.. ; •
.' • the .:Cluirch ..be agar, , he ,'now : comeal • fFchniCh'biegazitiy..: .tire0éd:.... He

	

,	 -1ti.	 .CarzqeS7 large suns of .aknieY, , in: • his•poeketa , and suigl.e • 	 indi-
vidual 'BUS siarLs'. with • fevers, and ' .generoaity. His .f Carrent . 'OPUItnce .

• is 	 isconnections with the Soviets. In , nerel , • ."	 -` • •
ao.Urce. believes the • Sbviets ;keep a .Watch-1'.1-.eye., : on all the Orthodox

.,	 • To bring the Russian Orthodox ChUrches-;-in Berlin under :some •
• Control Would ,obb-lously.-be advantageous to the S0'49t5 . from the

pOiltrcal and propaganda, standpoint. There is however no Proof
tha't..:tyfeSe churches. are :te.r.getS of any Soviet Intelligence agency.
Sehrees;: s.Possibly 'due to bin Czarist and White Russian background, 	 .
has ;shillogical tendency to assume that any..-Ruisien emigre Whe...

treffics, or black market3 . with any Soviet Russian is per •
Se a Soidet agent. When told he could only make definite statements
on subject after he found evidence proving or disproving that Gi;
certain person is or is •not a Stiviet agent, hp candidly' admit eed-

	

- it would take several weeks in running down tell the leads. In order	 .
. • •that he should no dissipate his energy over a too wide field, (and 	 *,

on short range, probably a profitless venture) he was instructed:.:,s.
to limit his activities On . the Ftpssian Orthodox ChuroChes . to á' 'brief
and accurate survey. Source's \reports are good: &lough as a starting
point should,lanY projected operation be 'Ocktenipiated by this organi-
zation ii. that'.-.clirection.,•. 	 "	 •


