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. to appoint, Major General G. Jonsch as Commander of the Armed Poxieq

. romttihg to apeciﬁcal;y forbid him from reporting, thinking that

fp/«'ry"' Dowaments Ds "”’°N‘i
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Pifteen Years Over the Norm

Author

The events which began in Estonia in 1939 indicated that the
Coumunist general staff in Moscow had decided upon the destruction -
of the Estonian armed forces prior even to the beginning of tﬁe
overt Commnist measures against the Estonian government and
people. But they 41d not begin the execution of these plans at )
once vith the Maf..en seizure of everything by force. They were
sufficiently vell concealed and conceived, and began with the elimination
of individuals from smong the many, so that 1t would not be '
apparent to those who were to be liqnidated vhen the great seizure
wvas to begin. A

On 2 July 1955 it vill be exactly 15 years from the day that
the writer of these lines himself heard about the measures the
Compunists had taken. That he beard of them 1s probably oving to
the foresight of the new officials. 'me cQ;un:l'uts hed airesay
placed, or had forced the President of the Republic [of Estonta)

. ) i
in place of Suprese Armed Forces Comasnder General J. Laidoner, who

had similarly been discharged through their pressure., When General
Jonson received an order from the Red leaders, the first phase of
vhich involved the 1iquidstion of two Estonian officers, the

originators of the order once again apparently made the mistake of

he would not dare to inform the authorities as to the source of the

order. General Jonson, as an honorable Bstonian officer, though

considered a proper tool by the Reds, informed the authorities of

the true situation.

The preliminaries prior to the order verefso clear to both
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of the officers concerned that they were able m draw the proper
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conclusions. Thaoks to that, and thanks to their aesistants, they

- are -still alive -- 15 years above the "norm” which the Communists

had &ecreed tor their enatencle.(l)

(1) Colomel V. Saarsen, a War College fof Estonia] graduate, and

Captain (Autbor), a War College graduste.

Bowv d1d it come about’ that the Red leaders gave their attention

to mere captain among the generals avd colonels in their plans?

What did that man, es s captain and as & civilien, experience
end do during those fateful days and during the' emsuing 15 years?

The present document attempts to anm;er those questions as

accmétely a8 recollection permits. The writer vill rely upm . R

vritten noﬁtfonn wade during the occﬁrunce of the events, or
awﬁiy thereafter vhile the impressions vere still fresh, to the
extent t&t they are available, s0 that gross erroys of uemory vill
be eliminated. .

The writer will mot recount or tell of any personal "heroic
feats,” for there were nome; he begs merely to tell his own account,
as an Estonian soldier, as he sees it and is able to, of & situation

quite unusual for a soldier. ‘

In order to avoid the first person singular recounting, the
vriter beds referemsw to himself {n the third person as the suthor,

~ and vhen this is inconvenient, simply as "the captain,” without

mention of the name.

be
Since some small details of this article myAin variance with

the premature or belated writings of other authors, it is urged that

1t be taken as a free interpretation with the assurance that 1t makes
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§ no yretenﬁe at infallibility. The retentive cepacity of the human
: mind is limited. Various incidents can with the passage of time

¥,

assume significance, in the minds of those who bave experienced

them, that 1s not in keepihg with the true sitoation, and 1nd vidual
‘wishful thinking may preclude an objective picture, axr}gl there are
few authoritative opintons written on the subject. Butw utérs

cen control the accmcy'. of their minds by a comparison of the

w

divergent writings, as well as the 1n'nu;nce of memory, and

researchers can come closer to the truth by the use of such
Q .
) " documents than would be possible by the study of only one document.
NN . '
) ' Where the vriter may use material from the works of earlier
writers or resesrchers, that fact is indicated by the use of
K appropriate notes.
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' same offer vas: repeated. two years later, hc/gzccpted it and vent

B R T T y

_recently a military attache in Riga, then became chief of the

o : )

- Peacetime Service in Division II of the General Siaff -

Division II of the (Estonian] Genersl Staff vas called
. varfously the foreign and the inforsation division, but wost
ijegnently tﬁe expionage division. In the eyes of those who werse
not familiar vith the operations of the ﬁiﬂsion, it vas given
some lr;ind of a secret, clandestine mission. So it hsppened that
the captain, then still & lieutenant, rejected the of:;r of an
assigmeent in Division II vhen it was made to him in 1931, @ .

(2) By Col K. Laurits, s War College graduate, then chief of the

division.

as he had just completed the course at the War €ollege. When the

on duty in Section A of the Division in- Jufmry 1934.

At the time It (Author) entered on duty, Col K. Laurits vas
chief of the Division. But Col Laurits wemwahbef=of-dlre~Birtatonr
Bw@uintawriys coon left, going to France as s military attache
‘and to the French Supreme War College. Lt Col R. lbising, a War

College graduate, 'vho had been a former chief of Secticn A, and more

Division.

i

IERRRESR

The Division vas at that time organized into three sections, R I ’

later four, known as Sections A, B, C, and D, and into corresponding ' . , i
oo A 1934 P chustfo e
offices (kantsel) under direction of the Division secretary. A Section

A, MaJ A, Sinka, a War College graduate; Settion B, Major Ernits;
Section c_,:‘\'Maj R. Tonurist, & War College graduate; and K. Kreiman,

an arm Co '
-u&a—‘ official,vas Division secretary (later replaced

by Reimere). There was yet no Section D; when it became established, ' ,

Capt A. Kalmus was its chief.




Y which necessitated his separation from the army, Captain Kristian ;

upon the still inexperienced captian (author), especially since

Tbe'author was originally assigned to Bection A and Capt

"A. Kristian, a War College graduate, vas transferred from Section A

to Section C. The departure of the author, who.had been prc;uoted
%0 captain, to attend a code ciphering course in Poland vas soon
ordered. But the unexpected 1llness of Major mo';'-n;{':s't, and the

approaching departure of Major Sioka as ailitery sttache o Moscow ' S .
disrupted these pl.a'ns.' Captain Kristian wvae brd@t back'_ to Section A - EE ;
Qo’- that he could take over the secticn upon Major Sinka's:' aeparture . v' |
"to ilosc?v. The former had to return, therefore, ae uuﬁry .
attache to l'inland "The captain (author) hwd to remain teupomrny ' ¥ ,
in Section C, v;here he vorked under direeﬁons given him from time . .:
to time by Major Tonu'i'ut., who m expected to go ¢ sick: leave. |
But Major Tomurist became seriously 11l before Major Sinka's =~ .
-departure for Moscov. One of Major Tonurist's legs vas auputa‘ted, o
¥hich would necessarily keep him avay from the Division for an .
‘extended pertod. After that Captain Kristian wes ordered permanently L3 R |
into Section C, and vhen Najor Tonurist's other leg was amﬁted, } g

vas sppointed chief of Section C. In order to effect Major Sinka's _ S
appointment to Moscow, cip;un Kristian, already earmarked for this
duty, was ordered as military attache to Finland (concurrently a8

senior officer of Section .c), and the cspti.m;j (author) was appointed .

i
temporary director of Section A.

This appointment placed a great responsidility and workload

at first he was not sble to have en assistant and had to do alome

the work of two. But he believed that he cokld assume the
responsibility for a short tim; , until a nev section chief would ' \ o . ;
be sppointed, since there were ;uitable candidates who _cleimed the e
proper experience; that point was dlready sssured by the planned

appointment of a lieutenant colonel, since an officer of the rank

of captain could not be appointed acting chief until he had had two o .

-5 -




i
i
¥
i
i
H
3
i
5.
3

years of ;xperie'nce as a "teuporary appointee." But -- time passed
and po new section chief vas appointed, ‘but in time the captain

Changed his rameds .

wvas assigned a Junior Lieutemnt Didvig (aubsequently Raia) as
essietant, and later a Capt A. Reinlo (former name Freimann),
War College graduate. After two yeu'a the captain wvas made acting

chief, and later-chief of the section.

The work in Section A vas diveraiﬁed, 1nvolving the authoriution

of all nctionn delegated to the section. The stn_ndard suff duty

‘day of seven hmu-s wvas not long enongh It wes necessa.ry to vork

a

in the evenings and at night, so thst the fanny coup].a.s.nts that

"ve:,v_‘_ go«znot see you for days on end; you frequently appear just
long enough to change your clothes and diéaﬁpea_r again; you seldom
get home before midnight, only to disappear early next morking,

constantiy dsy after day,” vere all entirely Jmtiried.

The captain'a work 1nvo1ved all of the foreign nilitary
attaches accreditied to the Bstonian arsy and also the Bstonian

' wilitary attaches sbroad. There vere 16 countries (3) uhicn had

(3) The custom then was to list the names of the countries in their

hng\age alphabstical order. But since tha l?rench 1an¢uage

has pmctieally lost 1ts value 858 diplmtic hngunge, the

‘countries will here be l1isted {n theirEstoriian- la.ngmge alplnbetical

order, as tollovs- xngland, Italy, Lithuania, Lstvia, Borny,

Soviet Union, Poland N rra.nce, United Butes of North America, Sveden,

Rumania,: Gemny, Finlend, c:echoslovakia, and mngary -
For the record, let it be noted here tlmt Estonia’ had mntary

attaches at the folloving localities: latvia and Lithmnia, Riga;

Soviet Union, Moscov; Poland and Rmn}a , Warsaw; Prance and Belgium, “
" Parts; Germany and Hungary, Berlin; Finland, et Telimn until 1939,

subsequently in Belsinki. Estonia had_ no niuhary attaches.in

Eigla.nﬂ or the Scandinavian cbimtries._- There vas a paval attache

for a short time ;n England following establishment ofv the (Bstonian)
. 6. .

) niliux-y a.ttu:hes in Bstonia. Muny countries did not unit thmelvea -

£
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Republic. 'Es_tonﬁ had no military representatives outside of

N )

toa ainsie attache, but had special ground, naval, and eir forces

representatives, trgquenty with assistants.

‘l’he Soviet Union, htvia, and Poland hu! their resident
attaches in Nm, while the other attaches cm as needed
from their residences in Riga, Warsav, Berlin, Iehinki, or
Stockbeln, Jut as the Bstonian attaches 4id in represenuns their

rorces 1n the ‘various courntries.

nvm o beautiful sight to bebeld end sveet music to the
ears vhen the attaches and their assistante pthered in Talinn for
tbe observation of Estonian Independence Day They presented a
bmtim ptcture in their parade uniforss, flanked by the flag-
bedecked’ atreets , but enn nore fesﬁva and coloml vas the ensuing
offictal reception, vith _everyone in dress uniform and- bedecked \
vith all their medals. The languages of discourse vould them be )

. mostly Prench, Russian, Gen.m, and Bnglish, depending on the

fluency and wishes of each representative. 8mce the representatives
e only

of the cauntriel noi‘ghboring Estonia vexs frequntly their natin‘.‘\
» fongml N f.hn latoninn officer corps 1nc1uded linguists in those '
' ingnaseé,} m Pimuah mrenentatives were so. accoupuahed, Ln ‘

«

) tu:t, thn.t thcy converaed vith the Bstonin omcers in faultless
Estonian. ‘l'hough perhaps 1t vas & bit or 8 burden for the Eutonian
o '»:officers to_orientate themselves smong all these languages end to.
‘»shift trequently from ome to another, there wal no real difficulty;

smll wonder then that the wmemory of such receptions frequently

returns to nind .

The foreign representutiveu tron both the nearby and furtheat.

i countriea tmveled extenaively in Estonia in the course of each yesr,
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" pany B;tonim, ‘especially after the dreary events of 1940-41, :when

as its rcpresenutives, 11: is no vonder \that nny ot the uiu.tary

.5

and they vere regularly reaaai"g_ﬁed every two or three ye:_a.rs. We
w1ll gention by nage aeve:g;cl of them who remained lopgest in Estonia

or othervise made éhemsglves wore noteworthy.

It 18 the popular custom that the military attache vho bas L

béei: longest at a post, oi.' vho was ﬂrst appointed to tha? country, -
should be considered the senicr attache in that country. In 193%

thex;e was one such, the Lithuanian military attasha, a Col B.. Jakutis,

a solid senior gentleman, talkative, and equipped with an inexhsustible
stock of amecdotes. After he left, the Pianish stucne,f__ng;g. R.

; Ingelius, became the senior attache until 1939. Later, when the

Commutiists Vere driven out of Tallinn in autwam 154}, Ingelius
returned to Tallinn as 8 licutémt colonel, this time as the
Pinnieh 1isieon officer with the German forces in Estonia. Ee wvas

known as a cordial and serious person, respected and ‘beloved by

his prcaense brought back the .)oyous tines vhen he represented his
aray in the free Batonian Bcpublic.

Since each co\mtry sttivas to use 1tsmost ca.pable officers

atttches who were stationed in Eltonia hnve subsequcntly risen to

high rank and to high office. Thev caniot an be listed here, but

ve will mention several: Major Oa.naval, the trench nilitary . o

RN

atmhe later became a general and assistant to the chief of the

rrench General Staff, and more mcently, chief of the President’s ’

cabinet of the French Repudblic; ua.,jor Onodera, the Japanese attache )

a8 a general during World War II represented his torcea in. Sveden, A ‘ E Ao
Capt Tangen Hansteer, the xorvegian attache, vas a. general in charge '

of Horwegian occupation forces 1u Bormany, and later became comnnder

of the entire ﬂorvesian army; MaJ G.B. Guenther, the USA attache, . e :

came out of World War II 88 a general, and Maj W.BE, Shipp, as &

vﬁ‘ ) -8,- [ '
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_colonel, has represented his armed forces in a pumber of countries,
most recently' in'Spain, going into the reserves in autumn 1954 after
that aseignment since he is approaching retirement age; Lieutenant
Colonel Veiss, the last Latvian attache in Estonia, was decorated
‘with the German Iron Cross tor exccpuonal bravery and service in
the war asainst the Communists. \Ee vas later killed in that same

war.

The Estoniens paid more sttention to Soviet Union sttaches.
than they did to the attacbel; oi any of the other countries. That
vas patural since it involved their largest and most mysterious
neighbor sgainst whom they bad fought for their independence and
vhose political objectives differed so much from their own and
from fhtt 6f their neighbors. They vere the select from tens
of thousands of Red Aray commanders, intelligent snd capable in all
fields. There vere three of them regularly in Estonn durins the
period 1934-1940 and they preseuted quite an interesting pictm-e
of the Red commanders. We vil]. deal vi'r.h then at greater length.

The Red Army forces were repreaen’ced in Bstonie durﬂ.ng 1934
by & comnder Kazalov (Botonim tmnnliuro.tion from the Russian].

Rank vas therefore not then yet e-p].oyed in the Red Army. Mazalov

carried service appointment credentials from which it cohld de
assumed thst hil attache rank correeponded to that of a brigade

commder, vhich vould correspond to & mJor general cf a aenior

P
A\Q’

"colonel in the Eatonia.n aray. =

- Mazalov didinot reveal to others the extent of his knovledge
He vas not adept socially. He concealed his knowledge of the )
Estonian language, apparently én-orders, which is natural since an
individual vho is appointed as a "representative” to a neighbor
country should properly know the _l.amgtmee of that country. 'I;he

Estonians, hovever, did not believe in this inability of his to know

)
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their language and the Bstonian ladies constantly created situations

aimed at bringing about a "confession" from him. It 8o happened

one varm summer day in the Officer Association casino in Tallinn ° .

that the "co_u.rade nilitary attache” vas seated at a table betve?n

tvo Estonian ladies and across from one Estonian man. He appeared

to feel uneasy in such civilian company. He bacame hot and the

sweat began to roll down his face. Oneof bis Betonia.n table cowmpanians,

vhose appetite no doubt was affected by this sig_ht , remarked in Estonian

during an appropriate moment to nno‘ther Estonian vords eo the effect

"he could at least wipe his nose 80 that it wouldn't add to the

sveat." The representative in uniform heard and understood, and was

so0 mnmné?er:mt he forgot his pretense of not knowing the » 4
language that he reached for his handkerchief ;na began viping ‘

;e himself, 511 the vhile reddening and sveating all the wore.

i The following Soviet Union military attache imsTupikov. He
¢ L was plain, but freer and more accomplished in his depArtment than
his predecessor. Tupikov was well read; he dared and liked to

’ o cs;nverse and play chess, even with civilians.. The use of military
; ranks for Red Army commanders was adopted during his stay in Estonia. i
Tupikov received the rank of "polkovnik,” which corresponded to that
. of & colonel in Estonfa. Epaulets were not yet then m;honzed, only
the insignia corresponding to rank vere issued for the collar and the

R S b T AN R e g

coat. During a reception given dy the Polieh military attache in

the extraterritorial ares, two of the guests, H. Reek, the Estonian
Chief of Staff (who was tﬂen s major general), and Soviet Polkovuik
Tupikov, played a game of chess, the latter alresdy having won
against many opponents. He‘hava forgotten hov the game turned out,
: but ve remember the conversation that went on during the gane
L The conversation touched on the néw ranks adopted by the Red Army.
o . General Reek predicted that the Red Army officers would socon begin
¢ to vear bright epaulets, as they had during czarist times. Tupikov
mintianed; that this would never happen. General Reek offered to

nake a vager that they would not only adopt gold eqaulets, but would

- 10 -
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beglln to attend church and to kneel to icons. A part of General
Reek's prediction has come true, and the realization of the aecoﬁd
part has come nearer rather than farther, for the control by the ‘
Coumunist Party of all high and lov church officials is officlally
and publicly admftted, though the attitude of the Communiste toward

religion has not changed.

Polkovnik Tupikov knew hov to handle situations. When any of
the other attaches became '.'over-tatigued" at the frequent receptionﬁ,
he did not make this known to the guests. He felt cowpletely at
home in the Sovic.t embassy. Once, upon the departure from Estonia
of Captain Badousky, the assistant to the Polish military sitache,
he gave a small farewell reception. When Captain Radomsky had already
departed, for he vas in a lmr_ry,‘ and the guests were drinking their
coffee, Polkovaik ‘Tupl.kov, as the host, said that he had been in the
compupy of Captains at numerous receptions where there was no iack
of good liguor, but that he had never yet seen a cq.ptc,in intoxicated.
Now he wished to see hov much an Estonian captian could take. The'
captain vas unable eo talk hiuelf out of this "examination," especially
vhen ﬁe Polish attache was pushing the host on, as well as the

chief of Division IX, who was the captain's chter.*) mhe umpires

(4) - The two officers involved vere Lieutenant Colonel Srczekowski,

the Polish attache, and Colonel Maasing.

. Were séiected and they duly determined the conditions for the honorable

combat. The liquor was to be Kremlin cognac, the typical Boviet
drink, of vhich the host seemed to have an inexhaustible supply.

The Red Army lost that encounter. ‘Tupikov became so "fatigued" that
the gu&sts ended as tho victors. Both of the umpires and the captaind
remained relatively sober, but it wes noit easy for them to be sociable
the following evening, nor were they able to do much vork during the
day, for the Kremlin cognac was much more potent even than Estonian

bootleg liquor.

- 1) -
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Polkovnik Tupikov's knowledge of Estonia, ‘and especially
the extent of his information resources, are illustrated by the
following incident. The foreign attache corps had been invited
by the Estonian General Staff to an excursion sowewhere between
Tapa and Rakvere. An attache of a western country inquired as to

-how far from Pallinn they were. Before the Estonian escort could

give an ansver Polkovnik Tupikov gave the accurate Gisuncé from

the pearest crossrocads to Tallinn. It was not an important crossroads
vhose distance from Tallinn might be readily known, but one smong
many small ones. The distance he quoted has been forgotten, but -
this first-class instance of map control showed that Tupikov's

information was accurate.

Tupikov was apparently coneidered such an efficient attache

that he vas later, probably in earlj 1940, sent as the Red Army

" attache to Berlin in the rank of major general. There he _agn;n

becane involved in Estonian affsirs for, with the smét o'gcupation
of Estonia in 1940, the Bstonian embassy in Berlin vas liqutddted:
upon the demand of the German Foreign 'om:e and the eubsssy
building and 1ts equipment Vere given over to the use of the Soviet

officials. The Red Army attache office was then located in it, with

Major General Tupikov as chief.

The last Soviet milttary attache in Estonie was Polkovnik
Tgkanov [Estonian transliterstion from Russien). Altbough he
came to Estonia prior to the beginning of the bad ‘events of 1939,
he was not able to create that human aﬁosphere around himself that
Tupikov bad been able to create. , Poikovnik Tsukanov also had
social contactslwith the officials , but he 8id'not create a humane
impreesion, remsining a coldly calculating aloof official, as if: '

he were afreid of someone or Something. The Estonians had nothing

Lo K NCE T
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against that, ﬁovever, for it vas clear to the officers who had
observed the Soviet military attaches that the backward Mazalov,

the adroit and precise Tupikov, and the timid Teuksanov all represented
the one great menacing power which they had seen attempting the .
jnvasion of their_ country on 1 December 1924 and again {n 1939, and
finally in the dreary days of 1940,

Polkovaik Tsukanov's timidity may be ascribed to the watchful

glances of his "wife," regarding wvhom it was yumored that she was
pot his real vife but a high Communist: surweillance official. As
respects Mazalov, there is no impression that he had any mesmbers
of his family with him in Estonis. Tupikov'e vife was in Estonia 5
only a short time with her child, explaining that she vas studying '
chemistry in a university and could visit her husband only during

, the university vacation period. Whether that was actually eo, or
whether 1t was a cover for the harsh Soviet regulation which demands

that the members of the families of representatives going abroad

3
5
1

i

~ aust remain as hostages in the Soviet Union, is not essential here.
Tupikov's vife had the appearance of an ordinary domestic Russian

voman, who seemed quite suitable to Tupikov, wvho was also plain.

In the case of the Tsukanovs 1t wae impoesible to say vhether
they bad merely been sent out together; both were quite well educated; ‘
the man fearfully reticent, gray, and level-tempered; the woman

R e N IR

seall, superbly dressed, and vith wanners befitting & high-ranking
& vouan during the entire stay in Tallinn. Perhaps they had an

o RPTR eated

_ agreement as to who shouldd be considered the surveillance officer.

A Captain Markov appeared as Tsukanov's assistant in 1939.

He was not appointed as an sssisteat nilitai'y attache and was not
entered in the diplomatic register. He 413 not visit the Bstonian
General Staff in connection with his duties, but there was frequent
telephone contacf; vwith him since he would ansver the attache's
telephone, especially after the begioning of the irregular eveats

.::_’.::.Of 1939 .

- 13 -
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. The management of official affairs vith all of the foreign
?
military attaches proceded smoothely and projurly. Only the
NN
excessive love of alcohol of several attaches produced some
difficulty socially. The cognac contest given by Polkovinik Tsukanov
vas not merely a swall and gay tffttt, but brought with 1t affairs
known as "alcohol poisoning,” which were to be avoided whenever one
had the ability to talk himself out of them. Besides, Tupikov

could control himself even vhen "fatigued.” The unexpected

inebriation of Maj T. Shimanuko, the friendly sssistant Japanese

g

uiliteary attache at a small afair he gave in the green room of the

¥
1o,
.1:
3

Estonia building created at first an unessy feeling among tbe

guests, especially since his superior vas present, but the latter

ERK AT

W& no disturbance of it; in fact, a self-appointed expert

asserted that this vas quite proper, since under Japanese custom

; the host must be in a "gay” mood so that the guests would feel
,. _ free to enjoy the:aolm. Whether that is so ve cannot questiom,
but 1t 1s kuown /that Japaneee customs vary grestly from those of
the Estonians. But in addition to those vho were of natural high

spirits, or to those vhose "fatigue” was merely feigned, there were

also individuals whose fatigue vas authentic, and vhose presence '
at such functions became a burden to the entire social corps,

. o
especially to hosts. On one occasion the mtte“r,/"vent 80 far that

o

- the report of the inebriation of one representative came dack from

abroad through official channels to Estouia.

PIIUNTALWI TerHnis

Oving to his great workload, the. chief of Divisidn II was not
able t0 attend personally to everything. The section chiefs therefore

had to handle independently many subjebts of a general nature. Thus

5
G
kY
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it fell upon the chief of Section A to prepare and execute an
excursion for the foreign attache corps to visit the troop units
at Rakvere, Tapa, and Tartu, of vhich wention has already been

made in connection with Polkovnik Tsukanov's knowledge of Estonia.

-1k -




The trip be@n quite normally. Since the trip was during a cold
and snovy vioter, part of the trip by automobile between Tapa and
Rakvere was quite cold, since the Eetonian automobiles then were
not yet equipped with heaters. The high-quality Estonian wine
used to umid off colds, aod later the FPeench cognac at the supper
table, tasted s¢ good t0 many of the guests that they were not
able to endure them. The egcorcé bad some difficulty with one

representative,(5) who a1 not participate in the plessant sessions

P PR

{5) Lieutenant Colonel Veckaluins, the Latvian military ettache.

)
&

As 1t became clear laser, during World War II, that officer who
had appeared so decrepid and veak by nature in 1940, changed overnight
into a Red and into one that sealed the fate of many of his Latvian

fellovw-officers.

of the company, while the majority of the participants remained quite

¥ o . sober.

. L Many veeks efter that excursion there came a report from the
; Bstonian military attache in Riga to the General Staff concerning

& rumor among the attache corps in Riga to the effect that the
excursion had been one big drinking bout. The Chief of Staff

3
3
3
i
B
2
i
3

;3deianded an explanation from the chief of Division II. The
£ ) Division chief, who was not familiar vith that phase of the

excursion, though he had been breifed on the excursion prior to the

arrival of the 111 report, then gave, with an amsed appearauce, O

's mischievous order to the captain that the situation must be

rectified. It vas then necessary to write a report stating that
the liquor and the claimed debauchery were not forced on anyone;
‘that nono of the Estonians were inebriated; that the majority of

the quests had been completely sober; that most had only taken a
: 5

single drink, while there wap only one who vas actually inebriated;

“and that when the Estonian army invites guests it must alao\provide

them with food and drink; that the Estonians, as the hosts could
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not say to any guest that he could bave no more, since each person
16 the best judge of the quantity sufficient for himself; that the
hosts could not end a runeti.m until all of the sober guests had
departed; that a re-examination of the events of the excursion
indicated that there had not been an over-abudance of liquor, dbut
that the fault lay vith the one vho became "over-fatughed". The
event vas closed for the captain with the subaission of this report,
but the over-fatigued person of that event became fatigued sgain

later. .

The reader of such s report night infer that there was much
drinking going on in Division II. Such a picture vould be. erroneous.
It 1s true that during pescetime there vas considersble drinking,
for the custom in Bstonia and her neighvoring countries was still
such that the taking of one of three appetizers before dinner was
considered normal; those vho' could mot adhere to that, or who spoke

‘against 1t 1n principle, found 1t somewhat difficult to get along

with those guests who liked to drinok. HNaturally the Bstonians as
hosts did not dare, least of all in the course of social functione R
to make comparisons between individual representatives vhich of them
did or 4id not sluaber from the effect of drinks. There vas an

~wmvritten rule in the Division that no drink would be forced om

either the guests or our ovn.people, and also the. fact ‘t!;at,the
Eetonian officers did not dsre to lose their alertaeds snd remain
drinking with those who vished to do so. Frequently it m
necessary to guard discretely against the attempts of foreigners
to exsxmine one under influence of liquor, and to assist cne's
cowpmi@ in avoiding such involvements. It was frequently
necessary t.o.return to one's vork at headquarters after such "vet”
functions in order to finish work needed tl:}e next morhtng. It

vae not a light or gay: responsidility, but an inevitable aspect of
a diverse Job. It was not for the light-minded or 1rrequps1b1e B
but for one who could practice self-control .under pressure. The

small Estonian army staff was not large emough to permit the use
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of different persomnnel for attending unavoidable soclal fl_.;ctions
and others to do the work, as in common in the headén;;-ten of
lu'ge armiec. The same personnel hed to perform both runctiona" -
vithout thought of over-fatugue. Fortunately there vere soue,
though not many, experienced military attache SBficers in Estonia,
vho, with fev exceptions, vere socially accomplished in the
western cultural sense, to vhom the socisl diversion was frequently

a good change from the tension ot starf vork.

Thus fof in this document tha pmunution of the ceptd.n's »
vork has beea 1nvolved with the foreign rcpreaentation beenuee -
as vill later become clarified -- it .vutne of the prerequisites

vhich later periittted hiam to escape the Red tentacles in 1940.

The captian'e duties required that b have contact with the

highest foreign military lesders vig\;ting Bstonia, eince he had

';been charged with the/{,techni_..cgl preparations necessary for their

reception. There were so many of these visits during the perxod
wnder conudenuon that it 13 no 1on¢er possiblc to u-range thqn
1n the ymper chronological order. The dtily notes regurdipg them
ver,.‘_bm.dv.u -vprecauﬁon in mmm,]‘_939 ..:vhan_. the Soviet ﬂ;liqx;
preésed an usiata.nce pact upon Estoua and bréusht her torcea:: into
Estonta Thus a. great quantity of secret docunent.s were destroyed ,>
pot only 1n the Wcr Mipistry, but in many other .minictries and
offices. '.I.'he rux_'nnces v_ere no_t;gble to bnrn this great.:,quantity )

of paper.fast enough fér coaplete destruction and a heavy svat

hung over uny parts of Tallinn with chamd and mdestroyed pu-ta L

of book mea floating in the air. It vas a necesury measure, but
ve nov lack accurate data for the writing of history. And the

undestroyed data are not nov available to us, but to our 'euméé.

It can be generally observed that the chiefs of staff of
all near and far countries neighboring Estonia visited in Estonis;
these included Hnrahsn\ egorov {Estonian transliteration from

Russian], the Soviet Union chief of staff, and General Halder, chief
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wilitary stteibe in Estonia. They despatched ome officer(6) of the * ¢

'uight be appronuted as Uishiashi.

" visitor's Pirst gxﬁeting vas polite and so complimentary and

. NOrdics. Bnt , customs vary end it is patural thnt esch representative

;tha.t which a.ppears strange to us. The visitor fuli-'inedhis function

" .
h N o

of the German ground forces staff. Even higher officials visited

from seversl other countries -- ministers of var and armed forces
chiefs. The Vieits to Estonis of. the highest military leaders

resulted in the visits ot corresponding foreign division staff chiefs, _
of of special representatives, :such as that of Admiral Canris N » - f_j'u

chief of the Geman general staff foreign division, and that of

General ma.ve » the senior Japanese military attache in Burope.
The official visits of foreigo pavel units in Tallinn and other

Rstonian ports, are also vorth noting.

The wirter 1s reminded of onc of the earliest of such visits,
that of the special attache from Hungary on the eve of the Estonian
independence day in 193%. Hungary did mot yet then kave a Fegular - B

i

(6) :Only an orsl iupresaion x-ennins of the visitor's name, vhich

2 -

a. . :
rank of major as & special .rcpresenu‘uve“_to the celebration wondering

at the patience of Major Sinka, then chief of Section'A. «The : ' i

rlovery that it ..eated several minutes. A11 the vhile thelvisitor
held thz section chief'o band, cordially aqueezl.ng and shakina i, °
and Najor Sinka aouhav nmsi.ng to smile enarseticslly and to .
squeeze in retirn the visitor's hand during vhat uppesrad to be

an mteminalfle time," It was not a common situstion anong us

b ol FVA T S et KK L L i A

behnven accordins to his own customs, and we hnve no right to criticize

vell ; erring only on one point when he mentioned the 15 -year existence

<

_of the Estonian Republéc, when actually the aixteenth anniversa.ry S B

was being observed. : , R T

Py )
A. Oksala, the Pinnish minister of var, visited in about Ny

1935 and toured through Estonis. That visit has remained in the

18 -




captain’s meuory because he vas ordered to be at the visitor's

service during his stey in Tellinn, and no doubt it was in this

connection that the Order of the White Rose of Finland vas
subsequently conferred upon the captain. It was the first foreign

decoration on the captian's uniform, vhich led the section chief

to remark that this decoration had only begun the series of crosses
that vould be con!erred on him until after a while he vould not know

vwhich ones to wear. 4 'l'he ch:l.ef vas right, for during the course

of yesrs such a large number of them accumulated that he had to be
careful vhat decorations to wear at the receptions and anniversaries,

for the cttsche concerned would consider the wrong decoration _—

an offense to-his country. Fortunately, this occurred only one
timé to the captain and he believes that the foreign representative

vith vhom he was dealing took it quite sensibly.

As regards the visit of Marshall Jegorov, the uﬁression 3

AN
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remaining 1s that of the exaggerated wariness of the visitors. On
such visits the msurug of thc sstety of the visitors is naturally
the responsibility snd duty op the host country. Rooms had been

- prepared for the Marskall and his party 1o the Palace Hotel (the
forwer Peterburg) just then completed. There vwere no other guests . : .

in the hotel as yet. The Bstonian aruy and police sook%ll the

: necessary and possible masures to ensure the security of the
Communist viiitors. But one member of the Marshall's party
thoroughly searched under the bed and dressers of the rooms sssigned
to the Marshall, ¥n the Marshall, in the presense of the Estonian

escorts , as if he expected to ﬁnd wany infernal machines there
and umch more. It vas \mthin.ksble to the Bstonis.ns vho acconpanied

their own comminder or chief of staff, even when in Moscow, to

throv themselves on the floor in the presense of their hosts to
inspect under the bed in the room assigned to their general. But
the officials of any country or”deparmsnt act as if their own
procédures vere beiu'g applied agsinst them, thus betrajing their
s E . -own fear and distrust. ' .

& s oo
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The Marshall's party included 5 or 6 officers, vhich vas

“twice the number usually accompanying the army commanders of other

countriee on their visits to Bstonia. We later again encountered
Major Kalmokov (the Estonian translitetation from Russian is Kalmokov),

8 member of thi\sf party, in the rank of brigadier general, as a member

" of the commission for establishing military bases. We recall one
‘bearded polkown!x [of that party] vho explained that he has worn

a full beard since the time vhen, in the var betweenPoland and the

.S8oviet Union following World War I, he had to retreat from Warsaw

because of Marshall Pileudeki's advance. He svore that be would
ot shave off the beard until Red Army units again march into
Warsav. The' geﬁben of Marshall Jegorov's party vere generally
similar in conduct to the later Red coumanders °f. bages in Estonia,

vho in every instance, no matter what the topic of conversation, Rl

would say "we have the saen; ‘but much bigger, much better, and wuch

nore devel&ped." That type of answer put one of the polkovniks in
an avkvard position vhen the conversation turned to the natural

“increase of population. It is well known that the rate is small

in Estonis, and.ve wade no effort to concealeit, so the polkovnik
found o suitable topic for proving the unusual virility of his
people. He quoted,. apparently automatically and vithout thinking,
_such a.large anm.nl birth rate for Moscov that the ‘absurdity of it

occurret even to him and he quidkly changed the subject of

“‘conversation.

Yo

2} - s
1 - * . : . o

Col J.Lﬁan:nel', a War Collgge graduate, then chiefl; of the
Praining Division of the Estonian geseral staff, once put all of
the Marshall's party into something of a'dilem. He asked the
vieitors a question concerning the gremmar of their own language.
The visitors ponﬁ_ered and deliberated for some time for the correct

answer when colonel Remmel, an.old schoolmaster from the times of
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.which contained & body of vater so clear and smoothe oa the surface

Russian rule, stated that all of the answers were incorrect. He

did this with agch assurance that the visitors were dumbfounéed.‘”

(T) Years latey, when Colonel Remmel was in Petseri, deceitfully
entrapped and doomed with wany other Bstonian officers as a result
of the compatriates of these visitors, the captain discovered ;rhne
doing research on the Soviet language that both eides had been xfight
on that linguistic question. Many expveseions vhich were prohibited
as incorrect in the Russeian literary language in czarist times have
nov been accepted with the giowth of officialdom into the Soviet
Russian language. The question put tqrth by Colonel Remmel chanced

to involve ‘Just such an expression: "ya shimlyu." Apparently

he bad not yet chanced to obtein any special Soviet glossaries, of
vﬁch there vere very fev generally g._nilable at the til_e , but .

vhich would have show the adoption of the term into the officisl

Soviet terminology 'fro- the spoken language.

During General Halder's visit, when the president of Estonia
entertained the general at Oru ceastle, it was necessary for the

president to retain Golonel Grabd, the senior.command officer, to

- see that the general in his hastewould not step into the vater.

There vas & natural pit in the rack on the grounds of Oru castle,

that the guest did not perceive it -- only the clean chalk bottom

. of the pit was visibdble.

During the t;ano visit Maj Gen E. Kauler, m§pector of the
Estonian heavy artillery, invited the guest, who was also &
heavy artillery mam, to test the accuracy of the Estonien artillery
vhile at tbe Jagala heavy artillery rii-in'é range. The commander
of tht:! battery that was to deli_ver the fire chanced to be one
Capt E. Anari (foruer name was Amberg), one of the best Estonian
heavy artillery officers and batterycommanders. The guest aelectefl

a target on the terrain and designated it himself to the battery
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commander. The latter prepared his range calculations with amazing
speed, delivered them to the battery, gave the order to fire, and
. ; the shots resounded , accurately on the ta;rget vhich vas completely
: } destroyed. The Estonian havey artillery inspector, who had also . i
heard the guest's target designation, was overjoyed at Captain : .
Anari's achievement, since it was necessary to leave s good
impression vwith the guest, but -- the looks of the latter indicated
that something had gone svry. It then became clear that target
desigoation and its comprehensicnm are not dependent merely on language
ability. The guest had selected and-lesignated quite another target,
but both General Kauler and Captain Amri had interpreted incorrectly, .-,

yet both exactly the sewe vay. The guest could not understand
why the Estonian orficex;a vere 80 plessed with the nsultf__:_ It
was later explained that neigher side vas at fault: the guest
had designated the target according to fhe @ethdd used in the o . .
Gorman artillery, while the Bstonian artillerymen bad 1ntérpretedi ;

ity by the method used in the Estonian heavy artillery, and the ' ’ L

fault lay in the fact that the German and Estonian methdds differed.
P The bonor of the Estonian heavy artillery salvaged; the guest
had sgen that the Estontans could fire quickly and eccmtely '

l The captain had less occasion for contact with thé foreign

L diplomatic representation in Estonia than he did with the military

representatives, who vere daily visitors at the Division. Visits

to the enbassies vwere mainly in connection with the visits of the

highest military men, with the celebrations of the various countries,
of With the receptions given in the embsseies by the military | B
attaches vibh vhom one had deslings. There was also freguent .

e contact through the exchange of courtesy calls.

In these times of the cold or political war the leaders

of many countries frequently give special attention to the tone
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of the courtesy letters or telegrams received from otber countries,
attempting to discover from them vhether internationsl political
relations are impriving or becoming worse, or to discover a ch:auge
of direction in policy. Only in very few cases can this be
aseumed possidble, but ve dare not minimize this possibility. The

captain hpeaks- only on the basis of his ovn experience. For

many years he had the responsibility of composing the greetings,

telegrams, and numerous types of expressions of appreciation sent &

by the higheét -Bstonian military officisls to the corresponding
foreign officials, himstlf dlctating the text. Ooly in very few

instances when exceptional watters were involved did the undersigning
high officials give instruction as tothe _&_Ecial; content of the
document, but the work of actual composition vae alwvays delegated
to the technician. The captian was mtunllf responsible to the
extent that the latters would be sppropriate to the occasion and
properly phrased, vithout receiving special instructions. There
1s no Peason to suppose that the methods developed in other
countries in this respect differ wuch fromthe course developed in
Estonia. There must eartisly be ceptdins, polkovniks, and first
secreétaries in the foreién orﬁ.ce{ and security offices of the
countries involved in the cold war Qho vrite these courtesy notes
sent through official channele to the very top, without even a
couplo:te reading by the purported originator. It is a norwal
occurrance in the modern bnreaucratié flood of paperwork, for high
officials vould pot get much of their vork done if they had to
read every document bearing iheir signatures; thgﬁ wust bave
donfidence in fheir subordinates and trust tbeir safety to their ..
ovn choice of exée_rt advuoxja'. It way therefore be. entirely ‘

inappropriate to atieupt to seek special indicators of political
direttion from such docunents.‘ They may merely give an indication

of whether the "little wheel” who composed the letter was tired or I e
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clear min that day, or whether he vas in a good or bad frome of
mind. If many highly placed individuals nov detect signe of
changing political direction in such documents, it can therefore

at best give reason only for the independent smirks of the "little

. wheels,” or at the vorst, what the cold war adversary may observe

from such maiveties may therefore give him another veapon, namely,
that he may purposely undertake the development of "lenient or
of "stringent” relations at the next round, in order to lead the®

opposition more estray or into greater confusioa.

The captain had contact also wvith high Estonian military
leaders in the performance of his duties. He vas still a lieutenant

and a newvcoper to Division II vhen he was sent as a representative

of the General Staff to Genersl Laidoner to bear his wishes in

'ié;'eupect to the observation of his fiftieth birthday, then approaching.
) Years later, when General Reek observed his fiftieth birthday,

he also called on the captain to assist in fhe mnnsenénts for

the recéption. The captain found such tasks more desanding than

the discharge of those in the headquarters of the foreign military
attaches or at the social functions, bmue at the fomer' type of
‘function the captain was either alone, or one of very fevw others,

of junior rank among the ministers, gemerals, and colonels.

Though the captain, or more properly the' lieutensnt, had received
an excellent background in dealing with colonels vhen he took the
course at the War College, be found that the wvork in Division II
gave hg an even higher educn'tiqn in this respect. For two years
he worked in the War College side-by-side with experisnced majors,
lieutenant cc:;lonelé , and colonels. There the lieﬁtenlht 8aV On wany

6cc€§10ns that a lieutenant could be as 1nt;1ugent, or even more

‘ intelligent, than any of a number of colonels. During his six years

in Division II the csptain had frequent and close contact with so
wmany high foreign and domestic officials, office holders, and military

personalities that he soon lost his fear of them, which was not
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quite natural for many a line captain who in ordinary conditions
seldom come eye-to-eye with many genersls. .
to see not only the official person in the colonéls , generals, and
winisters, but also the inner wan and to gauaé their strengths and

values, as well as their veakness. It vas & useful experience in

the school of life for him.
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The Autumn of 1939

The captain had then been five years in Division II. That was an
excessive length of time under the regulations in one type of duty.
There vas menti-.oned on many occasions of sending hia into some troop
unit, but 1t never materilsized. Lieutemant Raia, who had been bis
sssistant, had long since been resssigned to b wnit. Capt F. Brede,

a VWar College graduate, bad alos been reassigned after a tour of duty
of about & year in Section A, having been promoted to the rauk of
mejor he was sent as military attache to Latvia; the section chief
then vas left with but one officer sssistant. Then came a turn of
affairs for the section chief, for it was decided in summer 1939 that
he vould be sent to Germany for three years to attend the War Acedemy.

The captain had slresdy put his effairs ‘mto order in preparation
for hie:dcpa.rwre, which hed been ordered for 3 September, when the
var betveen Germany and Poland broke eut on 1 Septeuber, which cut these

plans short since the War Acadeay does not train foreign officers during

\ia.i'tile; even those who were studying there ‘nf the time vere sent home.

The captain therefore had to remain in Section A of Division II,
although a Captain-major B. Linneberg had already been ordered there,
as the nev section chiefq rephc‘ing the captain, to familiarize him with
the duties Before taking over the office.

l But because of the rapidly changing situation, Captain-major
Linneberg never did officially tnke_ over the function. For a short time -
the new and 0ld section chiefs worked side-lby-aide, until Captain-major
Linneberg was appointed chief of staff of the [Bstonia) naval forces
folloving the escape of the Polish submarine Orzel rroq the Estonian
naval forces. -

Thus the captain had to remsin as chief of Section A, but because of

the pressure of events this was not confirmed by official order.
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The outbreak of the war between Germany and Poland, and the §emmds
wade of Estonia by the Soviet Union, resulted in a considersble change
in the nature of work in Section A of Division II. The workload
became even greater. The social functions at the foreign legations

and attache offices decreased, but the operaticoal liaison with the

representatives increased, since they vere naturally interested in

the special events developing in Estonia. The situation decame

extremely involved in that now the attaches of two important nationms,

Germany ‘and Poland, vho were at war vith one another, both made visits

to Division II, in sddition to the attaches of many other countries

which vere in wvar readinees but not yet actually at war with one another.
Precautions therefore had to be teken 80 that none of these attaches

' ‘:"iv.ould ever be put together into the same room since they vere not

AR LA S

Wned to €see” one another or engage in any kind of conversation.
During the Estonian independence day parade in 1940 there was e serious
problem of bov to avoid placing the attaches of varring nations into

ranks 80 a8 not to be abreast of one enother. Ordinarily at those

R e A N N L A L

parades the chief of Division II would take the position et the right

S et ly

flank of the rank of sttaches and the attaches would take positions at

1 R S i

his left in the sequence of their accradltion, beginning v(th the one :-j"::

s

having grestest seniority, followed by the assistant attaches in

A Rr TV

similar sequences, with the chief of Section A as the last masn in

the rank. This time it happened that one of the attaches most recently °

accredited in Estonia hed to be placed abreast of Capt Koerner, the

> WAL,

assistant Germen attache » wvho bad seniority of accredition in Estonia. ,
‘ , . 'rhe problem was resolved by placing the chief of Section A 1nt;o the . .. s
: middle of the rank between the sttsches and the mssistant attaches; E
he therefore separated the two "warring factions."

There vas & phenomenal increase in the dealings wit;:,the Soviet .
military attaches. During peacetime the Soviet attaches did not molest / '
Division II with excessive visits to the Estonlan staff, They visited .,/

only occasionally, as if' _out of courteéy or custom, and "aaked few
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questiong. This may bhave been owing to the fact that they usually
wade their wishes known at the Estonian staff after they had expressed
similer wishes to the Estonian attache in Moscow. Since they did not
wvish to reveal anything special to the Estonian at&ha , the expression
of their desires in Tellinn vere apparently limited -- until the-
situation chgnged in September 1939 with the presentation of Hoécov's
criminal demands. Then th;a telgphones between Division II and the
Soviet attache began to ring frequently snd Polkovaik Tsukanov ‘vae
frequently eeen in Division II. The conversations a-t_; r-i.r;;véiinc‘e'rnad
the appearance of Red Army aircraft over Estonian territory and of

Red naval vesscls in Estonian territorial waters. Arter that the
discussions concerned the ordering of .Red Arcy bases in Bs@a )

and after the arrival of the comuission on bases 2 the details of their
production. Later they concerned the technical execution of marching

Red Army \miﬁ to the bases, inquiries concerning tanks that ran into

.boles or got stuck along the way, flights of aircraft over Estonian

territory bgtveen the bases and the Soviet Union, forced landings,
and 1nqu1r1'e€' concerting other mishaps. That work incressed to such

. proportions that the personnel of Section A could no longer cope with 1t.

It becume neces;aary to establish a continuous watch service on duty
24 hours & day. The entire staff of Division II was used for it,
together with many other geuﬁl staff officers who bhad sufficient
proficiency 4n the Russian language. The vorkl.gad at the Soviet.
embaéay also grev to such proportions that the attache and ﬂrkov,
his assistant vere not able to handle it. Hew vofces and names
appeared tﬁere until these exchanges were finally performed vithout
the we of the military attache exchange service directly from the Red
Aruy base at Paldiski and the stai"f of the Red Ammy cﬁx-ps atationéd in
Tallinn, The workload increased wven more when the Soviet inmsion
of Finland began, since the Red aircraft frequently dropped bombs on
Estonian territory. Also, many more Soviet aircraft then made forced

lendings in Estonian territory than they did during thjsr flights
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between the Soviet Union and the bases. The grounded fliers vere
often panic-stricken, thinking that they were in hostile Finland.
It vas sad and even repugnant to have to assist the invaders .of a
kindred nation -- but everyone had to do their part.

Dating from the time that Major Sinka was chief of Section A,
the ﬁection had been charged with the responsibility of produciixg
press releases concerning the Estonian §med forces. They vere
confined for the most pat to events vhii:h in ope vay or another
bad some connection with the foreign nitut.ry attache corps. Lsf.er,
v&n the emphasis of the releases shitt;?d to domestic affairs, that
responsibility ves transferred to Se'cti&n B, especailly in vieu_of
the fact that Maj P. Villemi, a War College graduate, then chief of
Section B, had had previous experience with nevspaper work. 9)

(9) rolloving the entry of Section B chief Maj Ermits into the
reserves, Maj J. Toousar, s:War College graduate, became chief of

that section and after he had completed his tour of duty, Naj Villemi
took over command. Capt K. Tamm, & War College graduate, was the

last chief of Section B. That weorganization considersbiy allevict;d
the workload of Section A. although the reporters, following the
accustﬁned procedure, continued to make telephone canél to Section A.
After heving been released from the responsibility of furnishing
information to the press, the captsh had to rush back with sll

haste fm lunch one September day, vhen the Izn;.ngmd redioc began -
to broadcast_a report tﬁat the Soviet ship Metallist had torpedt.':t"d"

and sunk the Polish submarine Orzel, near Narva, after it had escaped
from Bstonia. It did not take long to establish the falseness of

that report, for the Estonians were still the masters 11.: their country.
The Estonian naval observation pests were still operating vithox_;xt
interference and their reports indicated that nothing of the kind
reported by the Leningrad radio had occurred at Narve or thefeabouts.

The other 2actors were also 8o evident tbat the summary of @ ata
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refuting the report was soon prepa;.-ed and submitted to the division
chief for the consideration of 'higher lofﬁcia.ls and for release

to -the public. The peacetime operations of the intelligence divisions
of the ggneral starfs of all:.éountries. are very smhr to their
vartime operatios. Beginning in early September the Btonian
Division II operated under extreme pressure. A number of radio
‘receivers had been installed in the section and in the officers®
quaiters because the officers vere required to rewmain on vatch even
during their off-duty hours, since the staff was still undermanned to
peacetine strength, and because many wished to keep abreast of so
that they ccnld pmperly adviee the top level conmnd. But Estonia’
vas not yet engaged in actual war preparations and vas t.hererore
not abreast of the swmunding countries that vere. The release of
that accusing radio report marked the beginning of her eastern
Deighbor's open activities against ber. It vas a war in which the
veapons still r&atned silent. Under such conditions it ves the &
se1f-assuned responsibllity of Division IT to deliver accurste

infomtion wvith the greatest possible epeed to cbief of staff so ' s
that the presidenf; and the commander of the a.rned‘ forces could make i
the correct decisions on important matters. There was s si@ of

relief in the divieion vhen the information, so quickly obtained,

showed that the Leningrad accusation bt entirely vithout besis and =~ °

80 poorly bssed t.!mt 1t could be refuted with ease, ~If all of her
neighbor's measures could have been dealt with auch deepetch, Estenia's
position would mot have been at all- hopeless. But in the meantime

a report arrived from uoacaw to the effect that demands, very omerous
and degrading to Batonj}u, had been made there to the Bstonian minister
of economy [ or state finance 7. During such e critical situation oo
one would dare to take a chance on creating an even worse’ situation'

" by attempting a public refutation as in Leningrad accusation. The

press therefore remsined temporari)y uninforumed.
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In addition to the other work it vas necessary to work also .
in the social sphere, but under conditions guite different than
those of peacetime. The performance of such operations is now knowvn
as the vaging of cold var. A oqhiéaion for the determinstion of the
details ofvthe bases, which the Soviet Union forced on Estonia under
the assistance pack, soon arrived in Tallinn from Leningrad; the
commission vas composed 6! high-ranking Red genzrais and coamissars.
The membérs of the coumission were extremely reticent. The Eat__onnns
tried to reliev: the dejection of the commission sessions by i

establishing more humau relations with their counterparts by intermingling

wvith them at the dinner table., But their neighbors were 8o reserved

‘that they could not enjoy either the food or the drink the Rstonians

offered them. The captain naturally was not a member of the

corresponding Estonian commission, but he had official contact with

the latter and he had to participate in the attempts to create human
reufions‘. But he kmew::that the official discussions were 8o trying
tm{cﬁmn«k,;mmm' Chief of staff, had to be discharged
as cha.imn of the corresponding Estonian commission add that. this

" heavy fe_spohsibinfy was then placed on K. Selter, the Estonian foreign

minister. The ceptain chanced to be a vitness on one occasion o the'

‘Aplomatic tranquility vith which Minister Reek rescted to an extremely

sharp demand. He di@ not respond vith a quick retort, but slovly.

rese from thgmtnb].e, valked ca\an:y.__to a table in a cormer of the rooum,
poured Sev’ex"&e into a glass, drank Scme,” returned just as celumly, and
took his place at the table. The oppositicn remained under tension
during this time, but the tension’on the Estonian side was reduced by. '
fﬁt brief and peaceful delay. After that it wae easy for Minister
Slelter to give the Reds a quick ansver, vhich sbowed that their "bomb®

had oissed its mark. 'Ihe captain vas also avare that the quiet avernight‘
departure trom Estdnia of Colonel Maasing, first assistant to the chief .

oy staff, éame about as & result of the bitter remarks h'e made to the

" oppoeition vhen he was a member of the commission on several occasions

and had put the oppositibn to silence with the logic of his arguments.
-31-
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The captain knev that the commander 1n'chie_t_‘ mvardly condoned

Colonel Masasing's procedure, but knew that he could not at that time

) ré&enl hié :tru.e opinions or feelings. It was clear that Estonia must

att;npt xa peaceful recqnciliation with her neighbor. But eqénia
could not agree to all of the demands. Colonel Massing's courageous
and forthrisht presentation aided in the al‘.hviation of the demands
wade by the Red. 3enera1: ‘as well as the situation for Babonis. .
But 1t was also clear that Colonel Msasing could not peraom,lly 1iva
any longer under the pover of those Red ofticials, and that 1t vould

have been extremely difficult for the Estonian govement to protect:

him from them 4f he 'bad remained there.

The Red ‘genenla and coemissars made a miserable impression

socially. But the Red. imndera vho came "to visit” in Estonia

- in uninvited naval units appeared even more pitiful. The Estonisns
bhad to reu.in polite; vhen & nev arrival says that he is coming to
visit, then the host gust treat him appropristely, since the

situation did not peimit slamming the door in the face of ‘even an

\minvited gnaﬁt. The Estonim found thcnselvee in just such a
situation; they bad to give at least one otticial reception, no matter

“how umpla.
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Th;a preparations for such a reception would not have caused the Estonians

any difficulty if ti;ze "visitors" could only have provided information on the
number of guests, their nemes,and renks that they would sent to the reception.
Polkovnik Tsukanov was asked to provide the needed infonmt;on as soon as
possible, which he :zgre;d to do; The importance of the séemingly trifling

nanely,
mtter,‘\thpt the higheat ranking and most important indiv-iduals ha.d to be seated

% prober sequence from the host, was nevertheless well lmown, for

the guests were known to be quite sensitive in that respect. But this time
Polkovnik Tsukanov had even more trouble in providing the required informa-
tion than his predecessor had on the occasion of the reception given grthe
commander of the Red battleship "Marat® upon the visit of the latter in

'I‘a.liinn during its return from the coronation of the king of Englend. The

information was received barely an hour before the receytion. When the guests

began to arrive 1t hmnediately became apparent that the proper seeting plen
that ‘bad been hastily prepar;d could not be used bacause a great number of
:Lndividu&ls ‘bad been substituted on the list of guests previously submitted
to the Estonﬂans . The only thing t!nt could then be done was to estimate
the 1m;_>ortance of each Red commander and “to seat him accordingly. Pol.kovn:l:k

Tsukanov himself was unsasy since he knew from previous exper:lénce at Estonian

‘receptiond that the hosts were not sccustomed to that kind of situstions.

".The memory of one Red commander at that table who spparently went to
great lengths to exhibit cultural refinemeat still iingers. Hs hands were .
Dot especially clean, but perbaps it vas not his fault that he had bad no
time to wash his hands nince his pame did not appear-on the list of gueats
submitted to the hoets. But apparently he had rawssum been coached in some .
kind of mapners, He would take a slice of breed from the. tray with _pne hand
and shove it on the end of a fork held upright:in the other, and would. then
eat the bread from. the end of the fork. No doubdt his et;ting manners vere
those he had become accustomed to at bome,

There were two aspects to the situation; on the one hand there wxx were.
the utterly haughty and blunt demends of the high-ranking Red generals in

the sessions of the commission, as well as the social inaffability of their
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officials, all of which contributed to en uneasy premonition, and on the

other, lthere wvas the feeling that everything had ended and that the monster
would swallow Estonia, yet, when one observed their uorefined and uneducated
manners and the superiority of the Estonians in this respect, there was a
rekindling of hope, though there was no real possibility of physical or
political opposition. It was indeed a strange feeling; the captain experienced
it himself and struggled against it. The fact that many Estonian officers
remained in Estonia until suitable avenues of. escape had been closed, no

doubt resulted from this feeling.

) But the problem of escaping from a perishing country camnot be dealt with
a8 simply as that. There vere many other factors in eddition to the two-fold
feeling described above, which influenced tho people to remain, such as the
desire to continue ones work, to ymmetx retain ones poaition, ==t the hope
_that tﬁ:g would resolve the situation, and that kind destiny would bring its
just desserts to the Estonian people.

H:;:e vork of the commission desling with the establishing of the bases bhad
been completed and the Red members had departed from the dinner given 'after
the signing of -the papers, the Estonian members present, notably General

commnder in with heavy hearte

Laidoner, the,chief,af mixff, end Foreign lﬂ.nis_ter Selter remained,in the

Officer Association casino to exchange thought;.' * Everyone supported the

idea of sending certain leading government officials abroad as a precautionary

measure, The discussion then turned to the question of hew great an advantage

it vould be for Estonia if President Psts and General i.aidpner were to go

to the free world and work from there for the good of the véonnt,ry. General

Laidoner remarked that the decision regarding the prosident. 1s & foregons

conclusions He mist rezain with the people to sbare their destiny, for e .
=who has worn the purple ‘cannot flee. As respects himself, the' general said

tbst t.hough he has not worn tbe purple, ‘hds positio; as commander of the

armed forces was such a high office that he eould not nee either and would

therefore remain. The general seemed to support t.ho idea that nany ofﬁcials

ought to be sent abrosd. The commander in chief considered the situation
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purely from the military, the realistic, point of view. Captain-major J.
Santpank, the recently-eppointed commander of Estonian naval forces, brought
up the question of what the Estonians should do in the event war should
break out between Germany and the Soviet Union and Germsn naval units should
come into the Gulf of Finland and into the range of Estonian l"iél:\om batteries.
The Estonians would be required to open fire on them under thel terms of the :
asslstance pact, but they would not want to do io.. - The generel answered in
the.afﬁmtin, that certainly fire would be opened, for the Estonians
alvays observe the terms of their treaties. He added further that when the
Estonian shore hafgeriés would encounter German ships under such conditions
the German unit commanders would certainly become aware of the aituation and
would remark, "Clever fellows, those Estonians.® '

The refirks and o;ﬂ.nions of an experienced government official and military
leader cannot bs lightly set aside. These agod men knev the realities and
aid not pormit thsuelvea be influenced by thei.r individual considerations

nor by wishful thinking. They foresaw the dirr:lcnlt times in atore for t.he
"Estonian people and knew that the entire popu.htion could not-flos, axﬂ that
.:.At.herefore they would also have to remain. The question ia, vhat were those

povers that plamxbxsuhieh upset~thé correct plan designating the positions
the .
from which, individuals ximmm fxkax would be sent abroad under official order;

_ these imidduﬂ+em those whose fates would have been seeled by remaining

there during the eold.ng developments, because of their former axkimmx official
actions 1n opposing the ‘Soviet Union, eit.her during the War of EX Independence

" or during later times. The plan to send such o;ﬁcials abroad who could
speak for the rights of the Republic of Estonia until such times as the ’

principles of justice would be restored in the world also failed. The prepa-

. ratory meesures were under way, even the lists of names were belng compiled,

though the papérs of only & few officials had been put into readiness for

action by the foreign minister. From the milit,ai'y side, Col H. Kurg was sent

as military attache to Francs, replacing Col J., Soodla, a War College graduate,
who had been récalled when the situation began to become critical in 1939.
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In contrast to the foregoing plan, official action was paken to iimkk place .
a limit on indiscriminate transfera abroad by establishing a strict control

« for the issuance and application of official foreign passports. As formerly,
the responsibility f‘or the passports of military officers rested with chief
of Division II, who sent them to the diréémr of the administrative division
of the foreign ministry, but now such papers had to be prepared by the chief

External
of staff. Even more stringent measures were taken. The Besdes Police

(VElispolitsei) and the Am Guardposts (Piirivalve) were issued an order
Imxxing with a 1ist of names of individuals who were not to be ghwmm mffkeiak
muxpexix alloved to depart from each district mm upon presentation of their’
officlal passports unless they could also present x;l}hi popers dasued
specially for that purpose. The captain's name was l:lao on such a liat..., as
he discovered in 1941 upon his returh to Estonis, though he had been able

to leave despite the order in 1940. But that account widk would preceds

the events.

The changed situation brought additional tasks 1n the meintaining of.
1iaison with Estonian military attaches abroad, Formerly the military
attache for Finland ordinarily resided in Tallinn, traveling from there to
Heleinki only as the nogd arose; In the new conditions he resided perma-

nently in Helsinki and &tilised the submarine cable across the Gulf of Finland

with the friendly permission of Division II of the Finnish general staff,
using telegraph as the mode of comnimtion\f vith Tallinn, The situation
wse similar with Lt Col K. Mollini, a War College graduate, who was the
Estonian attache for Latvie. The Estonian general staff had direct tg_‘legrap!ﬂx
commnication with Riga d\iring certain hours, ‘and the chiefs of Division II
.and Section A frequently received long reports through that channel. The
same telegraph line was utilized also by the lLatvian general staff for
maintaining communication with their attache in Tallinn; for that reason the
Latvian military atteche was frequently seen in Di;ision 11, waiting for

e time when the line would be free. The captain chanced to be on tour of
duty attending that line when the Latvian commander of armed forces reported
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to the Estonian commander of armed forces that he would not go to the pre-
arranged meeting place in Valga because there v/ere too many watchful eyes
in Riga -- that being the approximate reason he gave — which report arrived
barely two hours before the Estonian chief of armed forces was to depert
.from Tellinn to dimzmsx exchange opinions/ re@arding the situation,with the
néighbor’ eoﬁntry momx commander of armed forces.

There were fundamental changes also 1n the staffs of the foreign military

attache offices in Tallinn, Lieutemant Colonel Szczekowski, the Polish
attache, protested vociferously when the Estonien naval forces internmed the
submarine "Orszel,"® vhich had come into Estonian territorial waters. The
Estonians could not hold that against hi.m, for that was xix his duty as well
as it would have been the du’(ar of the Bstonian attache in a similar situation,
but the Estonians ‘could not gz'snt his wishes, for that woulgozave been in
the interests of the Estonian government and would have violated the national
law. The escape of the Orzel may have been some consolation to him, but he
certainly did not display any joy, for the fateful ending of the Polish
Republic was repidly approaching., He quietly disappearsd from Estonia with-
even a farewell., The Estonian chief of staff had presented a two-volume

the Estonian
copy ofkh Vabaduss3ia Ajatoo (History of the War of kX Independence), each
individually dedicated, to each of the foreign military attaches accredited
in Estonia. The volumes dedicated to Colonel Szcxekowski were later found
in the Tallinn fleamarket. That was not a pleasant plece of news for the
Estonians, but when one considers the number of precious books and other
valuables that we ourself had to abendon in order to escape with our life,
we can find it to forgive him, since he no longer éven had a homeland to
which he could return; the concern for the future causes an effacement of
the rules of courtesy ard decency.

With the development of war conditions in Warsaw, the French naval
attache, Commandant Gruillot, established himself in Tallinn, He used to
remark that he likes Estonia very much and wants to settle down in Tallinn

in private 1ife. He, however, was able later to return to his homeland.
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Captain-lieutenant Cellarius, the German assistant naval attache, and
Captain Koerner, the German assistant ground forces attache, were frequently
seen in Tallinn during thoge times. They were both superb officers, very
cordial and sincere, Fate brought them back to Estonls in 1941, both in
higher rank. They each had their parts to play in the liberation of Estonia.

Captain Hallakorpi, who was appointed Finnish military attache in
Estonia after tis departure of Major Ingelius, did not remein long in
Estonia because the Winter War, which had just begun, took him back to his
homelard,

Bat 1ife and vork continued ouward although all joy and radiance had
departed, luvin::m the dismel workaday 1life,xmt the sight of the prosalc
Red Arq men, and the constant threat of even worse to come, for there was
& strange premonition prevailing throughout, following the recalling of
German personalities from the Baltic countries. And so the worse times
soon followed.

)




S

June 1940
' divisicn.
The operations of Division II did not permit the mmxkimi chief to be
much in his officeY even during peacetime., The respénsibility of the sectionx
chlefs to perform their operations independently thereafter increased, for
the work had to go on, whethor the division was there or not to give orders.,
. Colonel Maasing, who was division chisf when the captain took over the leader-
ship of Section A from Major Sinka, gave the captain orders to that effect,

\
remarking in his own joking manner that it does not pay to wait for praise,

" and that when the work is well done everything is quiet, but when something

goes wrong, then "hell lets lqose." The praise was not forthcoming even .
vhen Colonel Measing became first assistant to the chlef of staff and Golomel

Saarsen, a Var College graduate, who until then was the military attache ‘ ,
( in Iatvia and Litmanta, became chief of Division II. But *hell" never did 4

o

<.

"break loose" and ths work inside the division progressed quietly anmd 9n§o§he),v,

with w the need for independent qurution never even questionsd.
The workload incressed to auch & point during the period thxk the bases

were maintained in Estonia thet it wvas possible to be with ones family only

very few hours mf during any 24-hour period. And the recognition for the

f independent work still remeined forthcoming. The captain had to substitute _

? for the division chief during the latter's absence for, during the course of \ .
‘ z time, the captain had become the senlor section chief. The mibcterxhia 1
: 1x_;depéndent aotiop which had become ingrained during the course of the years : ,
;1"‘ ? becams far more mceusary? under the new conditions. An example of that

follows. One Sunday in Juns 1940, the captain was in the division, as usual.
The division chisf was out of Tallinn. The telephone central reports that

b e PR et

~ there is a long-distance call from ons of tha border posts on the Estonian-
latvian boundary. The caller is Captain-lieutenant Cellarius, the German o

i

sssiatant naval stﬁche. He 1s having difficulty crossing the border with )
g . his automobile because be does not have a permit for it which he r!jould nave
: obtained from the ministry of economy in Tallinn. The attache states further
that his trip is urgent and mxx he cannot return to Tallinn, and that l;e

is asking for assistance from the Estonlan general staff. The border post

a
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chief, a noncommissioned officer, states that he cannot permit the vehicle
to pass witﬁout the required papers (the automobile had been purchased in
Estonia) or without a direct order from his chief, the border guard section
chief in Valga. 'ﬁie eaptain- assures the attache that he will do vhat he .
can, and the attache remains waiting. The captain is certain that it is
proper for the vehicle to pass, but Divieion II has no right to give orders
to tho border guardpost service. Neither the border service chief nor his
us';/.stant can be reached by telephone. But emall wonder, tor. it vas a
beautiful Sunday morning and those who could still do so,after becoming
accustomed to the situation, were out enjoying the peace of mature. Nor
did anyons ansver the talephoneé at-the homes of the chief of staff or of
the commander of armed forces. The captain put through an emergency call
to the Valge border service divisi;)n, hoping that he could straighten the
matter out with the chief there. Fortunately, the latter knew of the

/
captain, at least in respect to his name and place of duty, @) but stated

(1) Possibly because the captain's name was on the list of those who wers
to be doetained at ths borders! And mmxt certainly the Valga border post )

bad one of those lists,

that he could not give such an order to the border post chief without an
authorisation from the kmmiwx chief of the border guardpost serviees, or
someone higher. The captain had to make & quick dectsion. It eccurred to
him that the EQtonisns dare not, under the conditlons prevailing, put any
obstacles in the way of attaches friendly to Estonia purely on the basis
of_ minor peacetime eeonon;ic regqlati;na.- The capmin h;w ﬁn_:_‘.:?eréonally that
the attache waiting at the guardpoet was an efficient officer vho had not
concealed his anti-Commnist views even after the friendship pact between
Germany and the Soviet Union, But he did not dwell long on these thoughts;
they went'thmugh his mind as he was talking with the chief of the border
service division. The result was that the captain gave an order in the
name of the commander of armed forces to the chlef of the border service

division to permit the automobile to pasa. No minor official in the ministry
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“'of 'war or in the armed forces would not bave been authorised to iague such
an order, but the commander of armed forces was authorised to issue orders
to the ministry of interlor and the border service subordinate to it. The
order was honored. The following day a report on the incident was submitted
to the officials concerned. That incident mmmk should not be justified by
the fact that the alternates of the highest military leaders were not avail-
able. They could certainly have been reached, but in the captain's opinion
fﬁsm was no need to refer to them in regard to such a specialized and urgent
matter, for there was no reason to suppose that they, unfamiliar with the
\det.aila, could have made a better decision for the commander of theamed
forces than was possible for the responsible section chisf :Ln .Divioion II1.

During the events of June 1940 the captain had his residencs on Paldiski

Highww, Just across from the police precint station, WUhen the Estoanian
supporters
Communists, presented their demnds, ,.the internal enemias were oxpected to
become more active, the eaptu.n rented a cottage in Nomme, where 1t would be
more peaceful for his family than in Tallinn,

On the morning ofA£ June, the passage from Paldiski Highway to Pagari
Street was quite difficult, for the usual route along Pikk Strget. at the '
Raekojaplats had been closed by Red Arny sentries. There was an at.msphere
of tension at staff hsadquarters oving to the reports of an 1mpend1ng Tebellion
or sedition, vhich had begun to arrive during the previous day and were
8till coming. The teleirhgnes in Div:lﬁion 11 were ringing freque'nt.ly with
m arrival of nev reports and with news of the situation. The division

) delivered .
chief wax frequentlyAm reports to the chief of staff, the ministex_'
of war, or the comsander of the armed forces. The captaln kxd also had to |
hasten frequently iaxtimm there to deliver new reporte to the division chief,
Whilé there, the commander of\ armed forces ordered the captain to put througb
a telephone call én a special 1line to Kadrioru Castle so that the commander
could talk with the president of Estonia. It was .neceseary for the captain »
to remain in the room, so he overheard the conversation between the commender
and the president, They spoke of the appointment of the Vares-Barbarus
cablnot, vhich Zhdanov had urged [upon Estonis), and to which the president

&
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had not yet agreed. The commander recommended ylelding to that demand
because, he said, that Estonia had no other alternative and must avoid any '
encounters with Red Army units for that would give them cause to start a
battle which would be catastrophic for the Estonian mation -- but that the
suthority should not be handed over to the mob; that would be delivering
them the JEwiy of the aray.

The éomnder of the arwed forces was quite calm during the entire
discussion, but his expression showed that he was under gréat internal tension.
One time when the milling about of the generels and colonels around his
office became too distracting, he raised his voiu somewhat, apparently
unintentionally, and said that those who cannot control themselves and those
who bave nothing to do sbould go into their offices and sit there so that
they will not be in the way of those who are still able to work.

Uﬁy‘,\}hc captain overheard the commander of the armed forces saying to
the pr;q‘;c'lent was of use later to the captain when he had to answer requests
for information, which were directed to Di;ision II. Colomsl Soodla, chief
of the War College, soon telephoned from th::g::a Gumasium (German Gym-
aasium) quarters on Luise Street. The War College had been tranaferred
there from the Tond, and now two kinds of persons were gathering in front
of the building to demsand erms. There were among them also two beraogg ia
Red Arny uniforms. Colonel Soodla wished to know what operational orders .
there were for the event the mob should become vi.olen;,. It was not the
function of Division II, end much less that of the chief of Section 4, to
trensmit orders to troop units_.__{:_ They should be issusd by operations,
possibly through Division I. The captain did not know whether Colonsl
So‘édla, hﬁwelf & former chief of Division I, bad tried to contact that
diviston. The Gaptain informed Colonsl Soodla regarding the commander’s
;tandﬁoint on that question and as to the source of the information,”

The captain gave the same informa;;ion to Captain Meripuu, the duty officer
at the Commmications Battelion, who also telephoned with the same inquiry;
he was calling from the Rauaténav school building into which the battalian

from its own barracks, .
had been moved, also in accordance with the order to disperse. It may be
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that because of th¥at information and exchange of fire, which would have

brought forth Red Army armored vehicles, was avoided when later that day private

persons attempted to enter the quarters of the Communications battalion.
The captain had occasion to make use of ‘that information for the third

tims, It was on the mm= day when the building located on Pagari Street

jointly occupled- by the miniatry of war and the general starf was to m havs been

"taken over.? A gnoup of civilians gathered at the building and demended

admittance. m eaptain does not remember how it happansd tbat mjor Gensral
A. Kuebmp ﬂ.rat agsistant to the:chief of m.rr. Colonel Sursen, chief
of Division 11, Lieut.onant 0010n91 Luta, chief of Divieion I, Mijor Va.lm,
staff eomnndant ‘and mw ot.her ofﬂcera with (hpt.aj.n Reinlo,xnup_u
the assismnt to’ tho soction chief were all togethor at one tims in his

of!‘ioe.(-) Nor does' the captain remember whether.he bad been ordered to

(2) No doubt the commandant had turaed to the general staff to inguire about

the ordera in respect ‘to the entry sttempted entry of moba, and then '.probab)y

e 4t had been decided to tum to 'l‘sukanov, which contact had to be made
by Division II.

3

contact tim Polkovaik Tsukanov or whether Tsukanov. himself chanced to be
calling the divicion chief at ‘that moment, but before long the captain vas

saying to Tsukanov vorda to the effect that tAe Soviet Lnnuance bad "called
fort.h the gnosta" and that now they were threatening to take over st.aff
headquarters, but that the Estonians eould nothand over the authority o |
the street”, and that ke, as the represenfative of ths Red Army vhich ‘had
eaused them to come forth, should also see to it that the ghosts are called
Teukanov said that ha would come personally to the Eatonian staff &

de certain
headquarters. In the meantime tha captai.n % nnhztt that £ it was

off.

understood thnt Teukanov was not to be endangered by the fire that night be
opernad on the "revolutionists™ ikxt might try to force their way in with
uiml

S

The staff commandant was-greatly relieved, as he had later remarked,

upon hearing that talk, and hurried from the fourth floor, where the talk

\
2
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xtﬁ in the seme room:with the Estonisn duty ofﬁ.cer.

had taken pléce, down to the mei; and gave the.‘ oéder to open fi.re if the -
throng should attempt enter with the polkowvnik, He was relieved bec;ause oo
one had told h'im earlier whether to fire or what to do, but w}mt he had fxow,
heard made it clear to him what he should do. ' '

Ttis situation HEE 35 Sritical that the officers who had been assembled

.. in the captain's office carried their-personsl weapons, for the invesion L;f

the building/:could have taken place at any moment. But some of then did
not own pistols, so the captain distributed the pisbols' kept ‘in reserve in

a steel cabinet in Section A, No one expected any assistance from the Red

' forces since thé entire "popular uprisipé;" had been staged and prémed%tated»

" by their officials.

!h expixin It occurred to the captain that he should conbact his
He telephoned to Nomwme and asked for his wife. He spoke a_ tev uorks
regarding the st.ate of a.frairs, stating that here was probably no eacape
from the situation, and said .goodbye to his forever. She later told hi.m :
t.hat the conversation was so brief and in such an ordinart tone and- coming

80 un;;p_ectedly in the peaceful m‘shine at Homme that the full import_ ,of

it had.not occurred to.her until she had said "farewell" and hung up t‘h'e:'

But. that, howevex', "

receiver.- Then it occurred to her’ that this v.za the end!

wvas not yet the case. Po]kovnik Tsukanov did not come persona.lly to ata,ff
headquarters and he bad no rea.l intention of dging so since bhe had plenty .|

.of high subordinates at:his &ieposal; but after three o'clock a nﬁjor was

sent from tha M corps st.aff headquart.ers who then remined as a "protector"

The“danger: of forced
entry abated some time laterv. when- Maj Gen T. Rotberg, the former aasiste.nt
to the retiring minister of var and now newly appointed . ‘minister of war in
the Vares cabinet, announced from the building that they ahould go to the
Soviet embassy op_Pikk Street. 'me throng immediately accepted him when
u:;y heard ‘that they vere dealing with & "pecple's cabinet” ‘% minister of

war who deals with Soviet embassy and their special urge to enter the building

“soon disappeared and they quietly diaperaed. \.:,

On the following day, which was 22 June, Major .General Jonson called a

‘A-
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meeting of sll the people working in the gemeral staff to be held in the
Council of War conference room. The old esteemed cavalryman was a stricken
man. flaving been coerced by Soviet authoritises into accepting the poat of
cosmander of armed forces he urged that everyone honorably fulfill Estonia’
military obligations. It was quite epparent to everyone present that the
"red hdinati.ons" of thia 014 end tired warrior were limited to the red
coloring in his \cnvalry tronsera.

‘On St. John's Day L?J. June/ there was a gathering of people,resembling
some kind of a meeting,at the Piiritakanjts. Though many people vere outdoors
in the beautiful weather, that meetiag did not seem “to interest many of them,

In the forenoon of that day Polkovnik Tsukemov had called by telephone
to inquire for Captain Tamm and that they wished to discuss something impor-
tant. When Captain Tamm could not be reached, they asked for the chief of
Section A. As soon as the htter heard of this ho called the polkovnik's
offics, Polkovnik nukmwv wanted im -'tutﬁxth captain to met vith him
at ten o'clod' t.hat evening; the meeting vas not to be in the embessy, but
at the consulsbo, vhoae entrance was on Laielt Street Neither the time nor
the place were quiu usual, but:then, neither were the conditions any longer
what: they had been, so the captain agreed to go to t.he place at the time
reqnested The captain infored the division np:h:x of the invitation.

It was agrood that the captain would stop at Division II before going to

the consulate. The deliberation there concerned the kind of questions Pol-
kovnik Tsukanov might bring forth. It was apparent that ikm it did not
concern any ordinary discussion which could have been conducted by telephone
or stkax xmmuxx at another time. Because of the unknown factors in the case,
the captain was instructed to act according to his own best judgement and
within the tra.mevork/of the "Mutual Assistance Pact." After leaving the
eonaula'oe, ho waa/bo report directly at Division. II, regardless of the hour.

In order to

1d _the poesib:l.lity of any kind of misunderetandinga Oor provo-

The captain wes allowed to wait for 15 :minutes efter reaching

Then Polkovnék Tsukanov made his appeareance, apologizing
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for his tardiness, saying that be had been called away on an urgent matter;
then he asked that the captain speak with his two companions, to whom he
than presented the captain, Both were in the wuniforms of brigede commissars;
one of them was tall and blond end spoke fluent Estonian, the other was
short and dark, typically Russian, The captain does not remember whether
Polkovnik Tsukanov mentioned their names or mot during the imtroduction.
The captain recognised the blond as the individual who had attracted his
attention at the Ulemiste airport on 5 June when Colonel Saarsen and the
captain were waiting there for the arrival of Loktionov, assistant to the
Soviet wmias& of war, That man in uniform remained in the eaptain's
nemory because he was weering inappropriate, chsckered socks with his
uniform.

The captain was offered a chair at a amall teble and the commissars
took places across the table from him. There were writing materials on
the table, and po doubt a pistol wvhich the blond commissar may later have
placed /before him/ on ths table, though the captain cannot recall the
‘precise details. The captain was asked to choose which language he wisbed
to converse in, Russien or Egtonian;‘if in Estonian,the blonﬁ one ‘would
have acted as interpreter. The captain chose Russian, kmuing that language
well enough. He wvas asked to recount his personal hiatory“ vhat he really
does, in the conviction that it was quite important to imow precisely con-
cerning both. This observation led to his purely proletarien origin, and
they asked whether he wished to work with them, that it would be quite
profitable for him; as an Estonian officer he would forever remain a captein,

ugh he had long beeu::t::atanding;m thnt. if he worked with them
he vould soon attain the rank of polkwnﬁ “The eapmn answered that he
was alreedy working with them, as was the entire Estonian army, under the
framevork of the Matual Assistance Pack that existed between the two countries,
Then the blond interrupted, eaying that the captain should not talk in such
a naive manner, that he knews very well what they mean and that there is no
need to engage in empty worda, The captain continued to maintain that the
entire Estonian army is prepared to fulfill the terms of the Péct honorably, .
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'1_‘?1"'3 captain was next asked to .Msh ix data concerning the Estonien

»;.-..Q.apionage network in the Soviet Union, The captain answered that he knows

nothing about it, that his relations with the military attache to the Soviet
} Union have had nothing to do with the Soviet Unlon. Then he was asked what
bl'\ ; D

Major Kristian did in the division and where he now was, The answer was

that the major was chief of Section C, studied Soviet military litarature,
Red Army regulations and instructions, and was mow the military attache in
Finland. The blond still remained dissatisfied, asking why the captain the
captaln tries evade the question, mmﬁ, what kind of an eaplonage metwork
Major Kristian had in the Soviet Union. The captain reiterated that he does
not know, whereupon the blond attempted to intimidate him by ;snng what
kind of a generzl staff officer im was bo anyway when he, despite his long

service in Division II, knows nothing about the espiomage network. The
captain parried vith a thrust of his own, alluding fim to the fact that the
generels, especially since they were in the political field and therefore ’

1R B TR R

among the alite of the Red Army, should know that excessive talk is forbidden
therefore,
in espionage work and because =t the fxxk t.ht g the eaptain works -

SR RVRATES DA S S SIRY

G

in Section A, he mturally does not know the details of the work in Section

C. To this the generels repliod that of eourn they knew that and t.hon .
(3

s

turned the conversation to the person of Capt A, Nomm , the new ‘chief of P '
i (3) cam. Arnold Nomm, a War College graduate, was appointed chief of Section -
' Y fouoving the permanent residence in Helsinki of Major Kristian as milit.ary 3
. * ) attache. Capt Nomm bad been prior to that in the island defense eta.ft in . } 3
: Euressaare, ' B é

Nt
)

Sectich C, inquiring about his persomal bistory, nis femily, asd his Atamily. SRR
difficulti&s;_ The answer was brief, that the captain does not Enov details A .
of the personal histories of his companions, though in regard to the family

: L difficulties the captein said that their information must be incorrect, since
.. . o - t.o: his'knéu;l.edge there were none. Ag;ain they asked about the espionage net-
° work, especlally .'m regard to a new network which vas also in Estonla in.the g ;

military bases. The captain replied with convictj on that he did not know” S
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under
what there had been previously, but that he was certain that now, Jmx the ’ i

assistance pact, there was no network either in the Soviet Union or in the

bases, that the appointmnt of Captain Nomm as chlef of Section C was a

natural result gf circnmstan»eg,‘and that he previnusly had not been in any

way eonnectod with anti-Soviet uct:lvi\ es, having served in the western pert
of Estonia. \ g
The questioning then turned to the esptain'a own activities in Section
A, They were not satisfied with genarulit.iea concerning it, but wanted
details concerning: (1) What did Captain Hallakorpi, the Finnish military
attache, speak about on his last trip to Tallinn; (2) wbat did the British 0. |

MWLM e P

military attache talk about on his recent trip to Tallinn, and especially, : T
what did he talk about with the Estonian commander of armed forces; and (3) ':
" why did the :former Turkish legation attache, whose name the cap;ain has for- f
gotten, possibly Iksel, make a trip recently to Tallinn, and what did he v

talk about with his companions on the train while traveling from Riga to

[

Tallinn, The captain Qnsvered that he could not answer those questions
because he did not know the answers, not having been a party to any of the ,
conversations. Now he was told that he must know all that, or if _he diad 1 ' |

L T Y N )

not, he must £ind out and and let them know, The captain asked them to look

W}

up the many public reports in Tallinn concerning those persons, but that

o BRI Sty

wae not considered sufficient; they wanted him to get the accurate reports, - N
adding that they already knew the mmeut vished that the eaphnil; wov:q;d : , - |
gshow them, by obtaining the mmx accurate answers, that he was truly pr%i:amd
to oool;erate. Thia the captain categorically refused to do, saying that it

* " would be spying, and that spying 1s contrary to his honor as an ofricelj.a.nd
has nothing to do with worging together., The dark one, who appeared to be E . i
& good-natured coneiliator and pacifier, then t.ook the lead in the interro- e

gation and asked to explain that such work is necessary, and that all these
were small, inconaequential matters- that the captain need only to think

the matter through and he would come to t_l}e same conclusion,

When the captain again refused, the bloud one asked, while toying with | '
‘ » /
the pistol on the table, whether the captain understood what that refusal ' =7
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would signify whether he knew that he was endangering his position, The
captain answered that he was fully aware of the situation and that he was
ready for anything. He stated cynically that he was unarmed, and asked the
threatener whether he wantsd the captain to remsin sitting in the chair or
to stand in a corner (the question was so phrased and directed that the
bearer could .not fail to understand tbat the captain was speaking of the
position he should assume for his emscution). The dark one again hastened
to make amends, saying that the matter was ixsxys not as bizarre or as
pressing as all that; just let the captain think about the matter and he
will hinmself see how inconsequemtial the matters are that he 1s asked about.
The captain agaixk‘rerueod, saying that Le has no need for reconsideration.
The dark one had then resumed the lead, suggesting to the captain t..hat he

go home, think the matter through in pencé, and tﬁen notify Polkowvnik
Tsukanov when he is ree.dy to give the answers, He admonished the captain
not to tel]l anyone what they had actually talked about and indicated that
hx the captain should explain that he had discussed the movement of Red Army
units with Polkovnik Tsukanov, as t.ha captain had done previcusly. It was

about one o'clock, as the captain later verified. Hs does not remember how '

he came out of the consulate. From Laia Strest all the way to Pagari.Street
he felt that he was being followed, since he had so categorically refused
to cooperate. RIt v‘ge a strange feeling; one did pot mm want to die, yet
ons did not want to ‘m away from death." He was under such great tension
that he walked as though on po.rade march until he reached Pagari Street

. vbile
and out of poseible line of ﬁ.rern Laia. Street, around a corner vhere a .

rifle bullet would no longer reach him, (4) The captain's nerves were,

(4) The essential parts of the abstrect and the account here presented havel
drawn from m‘pmm which the captain wrote in Gelrmaxv'during April 1950,
and which he had wished to preasent at the tige of the incident to Col V.
Saérsen, cﬁief of Division II, who 1s the only witness to the fact that the
captain immediately reported the inéi@ent. Colonel Saarse's notation on

the original draft of the summary states among other things ..., "On 24 June
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Captain (Author) informed me that Polkovnik Tsukanov, the Soviet Union
. military attache, bad invited him to a conference at 2200 hours at the
: Russian consulate on Laia Street. I instructed the caétain that hs should
act during the conference in accordance to his position as an Estonian
officer and in keqping with his cath of allegiance to the Republic. We
agreed that I would wait for t.he captain's return in my office on Pagari
Strest. At about midnight I became concerned about Captain (Author) 's
extended absence and attempted to make contact with the Soviet Embsssy and
consulate. There were no answers to telephons calls to Polkovnik Tsukanov 8
office and the consulate. I then took up the matter by telephone with
General Jaakson, the chlef of ataff, who ordered not to wait for develop-
ments. Soon after one o'clock at night Captain Kurgvel rei)orted to me in
person . . . and . . . and told me all the details as they are recounted ™

in this book . . . "

exhausted, and he wished then for a drink of cognac before he began his
account of the developments to the chief of Divg.aion II. The captain
assured the division chief that he would never execute the mission asked
‘of him and would take no steps toward that end.

During the week following that talk, either Polkovnik Tsukanov or
Captain Markov, his office manager, mede telephons calls more rreéuently
than usual to Section A. Thers waa the"impreesion meny times that they
really had nothing to xxXk inquire about and that they were merely checking
whether the captain was there, or perhaps because they wanted to keep the
captain under strain, , This continued for a week, until 3 July, wha;: Genex_-s.l
Jonson réceived orders to make new sxzkgwss appointments to the positions
hald" by the chief of Division II and by" the captain, because,as General

Jonson had said to Colonel Saarsen, "Yé(x and EKurgvel are not suitable for
w

. cooﬁémting with the Russians.” Whether those orders had any connection

wlth the captain's nocturnal talk and his refusals is not known, but it can

be assumed that there is.
Captein Koerner, aasistant to the German military attache, chanced--to be ' _,__
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in Division II when Colonsl Saarsen came from Gemersl Jonson's office with
the above news. Captain Koerner hsd just mede the proposal for assisting
the captain to leave Estonia and the captain had just turned it down, since . 4

- to him i
it would have xmp seemed )\like running avay from the field of combat. But

3 upon arrival of the news it was clear to him that he could no longer fight
) on that field oB combat and that perhaps it be also done n-om‘ abroad, 8o

the captain then accepted the friendly offer in the preaense of the division "
chief. He demanded that the matter be kept absolutely sécﬁt, except for '

i,

the necessary inastructions he would have to give his wife, The captain
officially applied for, and was granted, a leave of absense of one month

for the purpoao of resting his nsrves and in.connection with a change of

A LA L e

assigmment. The leave papers had to be signed by Major General Kasekamp,
- signature of the
the assistant chief of staff, for theAchi ef- o( Division II was no longer

PR RT SEPRERE N

suffici.:ntly firm, since he himself was "unsuitable for cooperation.® While
appending his signature General Kasekamp asked the captain what assignment
he might wish after his leave, since it .would.also hxxm require an order.
The captain remarked that perhaps the position of communications lecturer
at the Uppeasutus might be most suitable. He promiaed to keep that in

. ni.nd, but the general added that while he was still assistant chief of
sta.tr today, no one knows who will hunﬂ:txplltﬁ. assistant chief of
. staff a month from that day.

2

“* Maj P, Brede, a War College graduate, who was recalled about that time |

ot e e A

rroin Lithuania, and Maj H. Onni, a War Gollege. graduate, vho was removed
from staff Divison I, were both later mardered at the Oppeasutus (Armed -
Forces Combined Training Inatit.ute) merely becauae they were conscientious

£ AT A NS BV T e T

Estonian officers, But the captain's time vas not yet up.

" He had to perform ome other task that evening at Section A, in line with its
iz duiies with attaches:. he must go to-Baltl e_ta.tion 1n Tallinn and

politiely escort two western military attaches from there. ) , Red Army

(5) If the recollection ia correct, one of them was the British military .

attache, Major Firebrace, who previously had been an attache in the Baltic . o |
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countries and after an absense of many years was now enroute to his new
post in Moscow. The other was probably the British military attache for
the Baltic couqtriea, e i.ieutemnt Colenel Vale. Since the captein bad
so many personal worries at the time, he is not quite certain whether these

were the officers concerned.

armored train was standing in the station and the soldiers were singing
one of their army songs "Eatyusha." The western attaches noted the cap-
taids sad looks and cheered him in a paternal manner, saying that every-
thing will go sll right, that after a month's time everything will be fine
again. The captain felt sorry for these genﬁemn, either they were so
naive that they belisved it themselves, or considered the captain so stupid
that he would believe so. Or perhaps those gentlemen were soothéayera and
knew that the captain would be freed from earthly life in & month's tims,
and that thus everything would be alright.

It wvas about midnight when the captain returned to Division II and
heard there that be must at once make one more telephone call. He made the

call but thora was no answer. Soon he learned that either he "or the division

chief must be routy to leave the country mm that morning, and that who was
%o leave first'was just then being considered; it appeared, however, that
_the captain ahSuld leave first bscause the too sudden diaappéaranca of a
division chief might cause difficulties, but a captain could go on leave
anytima, It was finally agreed to leave that decision to the division
chief, He then had to reaci the division chief at once, The result was
that the captain was to leave first. ’

It w8 between two and three o'cléck at night when the captain arrived .
at Nomre apd resched his fanifly. There were a number of things he had to
tell of to his wife, and the packing had to be done so quietly in the
night;tim that the neighbors on the other side of the thin divid;ng wall
would not be disturbed.” The existing wealth had to be left behind, for
one did not dare take axwt:hin‘g, but the most \;rgently needed, only as much

as would be necessary during a‘leave of one month . . .
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Whe# the departure from the protected place was about to begin in the
afternoon, one of the assistants noticed that there were still too many
posseasions and ;(.hat the amount of them woul:i ‘be apparent. But one of them
was more accustomed to family life and observed that a year-old child mst
alvays travel with a bottle of milk. . .

How the escape was actua.liy exacuted cannot yet be set In writing
because it is not impossible that many of those assistants may still be
living somevhere behind the iron curtain and may suffer danger of new
persecution as a result, for under Commmist conditions nothing is forgotten
or forgiven and nothing becomes time-worn. " 1

The captain still asks himgelf occasionally why he was given a veek.of

_ reprieve after he had refused to become a henchman mf ikm tor?t.he COJmmnists.
He thinks that they were not yet quite ready to arrest the division chief
and the. captain because there were stiﬁ foreign military attachés in
Tallinn and reports of the arrests would soon have reached Helsinki and.

Major Eristian, the Estonian military attache there, whom the Red authorities

"Wwere anxious to seize, would have heard of them., The Red authm-‘g.ties
despatched a regular order to Major Kristian for his i-eean to ﬁllinn, and
persons who have followed daVelopnients in that situation say that every
ship arriving from Helsinki is met at ths harbor by a black car with its
windows blacked out, but has alvays had to return empty., Those who were
expeeu.ng his return did not of course know thnt both those who transmitbed

the recall order and the one who received it knew at once that that order
would not be fulfilled. Apperently the arrest orders a® for both of ths
unsuitable officers would have been issued after tﬁey had been removed
from Division II and from view of the foreign military attaches there;
otherwise they tco could have shared in the honor of being sent to the
Soviet “academy" along with tbose many Estonlan.generals, colonels, and

-other officers for whom there is no return.
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