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12 October 190

MENDRANDDELFOR: Chief, SR/DOB

SUBJECT	 $ Evaluation of Persona/ File, Case of
Mario K. GIORDANO (pseudo)

1. The following are extracts from the subject file whiWimaybe
considered derogatory. Tour attention is respectfully invited to the
fact these extracts become isolated and out of context, since they are
selected to list derogatcalritems only. This presents a lopsided.viee
which is more than counterbalancedin the full file. Since this is so
unsatisfactory and does not achieve what we trmlirvish, future
evaluations will based on &ledger which will reflect "credit" as
wall as "debit" entries.

2. Following are the select4wlemtracts:and summaries:

In 1939, Alex was Chief of Section "A! , and Deputy Chief of the
lid Bureau of the Estonian General Staff in Tallinn with rank of Captain.
(See document 6/E -Alexl undated ltr to Mr. Shipp). Was with this staff
7 years as well as 5 years with the German and Finnish Secret Services. (Ibid).

Document F, Paragraph 7 of page 1 -The Germans (the Abwebrof the
Wehrmacht) helped Alex and his family out of Estonia into Germany.
Alex was given a good position in the I. G. Ferbezdadustrie. In 1941
began work in °Abwehr I° together with the Finnish in Helsinki (Did,
Paragraph 1 of page 2). Alex quit the Finnish Army in 1944. The Abvehr
evacuated Alex' family to Gerungralthough Alex claims be was not in
the Abvehr at this time. Alex was then appointed an Estonian Liaison
Officer with C-in-C of German Army Group NARVA operating in Northern
Estonia. After the Geamixeretreated from Estonia in SepteMber 1944,
Alex was again assigned to "Abwebr I", where be remained until 4 May 19145.
(Ibid Paragraph 2, p. 2)

Document 0, dtd 24 Aug 49: nA1eosei Kurlpelis known to our station in
Karlsruhe and was once considered for intelligence operations into the
USSR, but the matter was not pursued because of doubt about the semi* •
of Kurguell s wartime associate, one Kam. Capitain Peterftwt Georg1MUMANN,
with whom Kurgvel operated in Riga and other Baltic points, &I./patching
agents into Soviet-controlled territory by boat and plane. DAD is being •
informed of these latest Kurgvel approaches and asked to explore the
matter further."
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Document M, Paragraph lat "He (Alex) worked as (twit specialist for
NEUMANN and trained agents to be dropped in Estonia and Latvia. He (Alex)
has not been enlisted for operational work because of doubts about the
security of his war-time associate, NEUMANN, who is probablyknown to
Soviet authorities." 	  "He (Alex) worked for the Abwehr in Finland
from 39111 to 1943 and with NEUHAUS in 1944 and 19135, mounting plane and
boat expeditions to Estonia andIstvia."
Paragraph 4 states: "There is no information in our files on the other
individuals mentioned in reference (5841'0103)."
Paragraph 5 states: "Check was made with DEMON with negative results."

Document N, Paragraph 40, page 2, quotes from WYPA-7049, dtd 12 Feb 51.
Because of special treatment received in Bonn, it uconfirros source's
opinion that CELLARIUS (Alexander) has been chosen by ADENAUER and
General Hens SPEIDEL (who is a good friend of CELLARIUS) as one of the
chiefs ,e'‘" "A-man secret intelligence. On 7 February, in Paris, we
asked S.....	 _Si! he had known subject (A/eksei Kurguel) during
subject's visits to Fin/and during the war. Source stated that though
he had never met him peavonany, he has heard of him at great length
and holds the highest opinion of his intelligence potentialities,
considering him one of the fifteen or twenty top intelligence men in
Europe. 	  Baud on information received, subject appears to
be an old hand in the intelligence field and quite closely connected

with influential intell i gence operators such as Callarics and Saarsen.
From ail indications Generics appearsto have been choesnbyAdeneuer
and Speidel for an iMportant post in the West German intelligence service
now being formai."

Document P. Aleksei Kurguel granted CC on 30 Jun, 51 as "an agent acting
as Operational, Staff Chief on operations out of Germany into Estonia
under project IcHammr. This clearance is granted on the common
that the results of any contemplated field checks will be sent to this
office for transadttal to l&S. The files reflect in a report from
Chief of Station, Karlsruhe, that in June 1950 subject SWB not enlisted
for operational work because of doubts about the security of his war-
time associate, Neumann, who is probably known to Soviet authorities,
Another friend and associate of subject was a Colonel W. Saareen, who
was connected with the Japanese Intelligence and Estonian Intelligence
from 1938-1944"

Document S Paragraphs2 and 3t "On three occasions when Giordano
(Alex Iturgliel) was interrogated re his mar-time experience,,he showed
complete lack of emotional control and began profound weeping.
Fact that Giordano considered for =plop:but. ZACABAL known to at least
four persons in HaMburg. This information known because DREUL GIBSON,
D.P. Commission, brought case GIORDANO to ZACABAL Frankfurt."
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Document Vs "Proceeding cautiously re CIORDANO until details arrive.
However, on basis of recruits of carriage and personal contact, feel
GIORDANO trustworthy and emotionally stable."

Document W, Paragraphs 1-3: "Impossible arrange emigration GIORDANO
to U.S. as declared ineligible DP by asTinis under sections 10 and 13 	
SICHUAN° claims he was once promised emigration by our organisation and
as he has given up chances to emigrate to Australia and Canada on basis
of that promise, he feela justifiably wronged. He had previously refused
to work for JAYHAWK on basis they could not promise emigration to
England. Feeling of wrong pins worry over fate of wife and child in
Gerssany makes work with GIORDANO extremely difficult tmless emigration
can be arranged imediately for wife and child.....GIORDANO essential.
to LCHOHEIZ unless substitute with equal imowledge of languages and
experience in clandestine operations can be obtained without delay.
Feel GIORDANO highly qualified and motivated. Arrangement of emigration
will increase security, control and motivation whereas failure to
arrange will lead to lack of faith, inferior work and probably necessity
to break relations."

Doctsaent DD, Paragraph 2 (of a 12 Dec 51 report toC—	 .31:
"When GIORDANO was interrogated (in 3.951.) he apparently realised that
hie service with the Germs Abwehr would certainly be discovered and
cause him to be rejected from imeigratice to the U.S. As the interrogation
progressed, his nervousness increased until he reached a point where he
could no longer control his emotions and began to weep. To persons who
have not dealt with Displaced Persons and have not interrogated them on
points which would either permit or prohibit entrance into the U.S.,
such emotional, action would appear quite reasonable, especially when one
would consider all the hardships that thesedisplaced persons) have suffered
in the past ten years. However, the undersigned has interrogated
countless Legionnaires and other displaced persons • ems, to whom
Giordano "fate" under the Germans would have seemed like a Utopia, •
but. seldom has the andarsigned witnessed such emcrtiaoal reaction as
Giordano displayed during the initial as well as subsequent interrogations."

Document 124, Paragraph 5 of Enclosure A: "Captain Kurguel and his family
were declared inadmissible to the United States =der Sections ID and 13
of the Displaced Persons Act of 25 June 1948, as amended, by a Board of
Special Inspiry of the Immigration and Naturalisation Service, convened
at Westorf, Germany, 31 July 1951. The ease was appealed and at a
second Board of Special Inquiry convened in Hunich 7 September 1951,
Captain Kurgualt family was granted p mission to 1:emigrate to the
United States but Kurguelts own status remained unchanged."
Paragraph 6 of Enclosure Bs "Although he worked with the German Army
Intelligence during World War II, he was opposed to the policy of the
German politicians. He is somewhat prejudiced against the British
because of their lack of assistance to the Estonian intelligence officers
who had furrdshed information to the British prior to the war, and because
of their lack of activity against the Soviet Union following World War T1.
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Dm:ma TT: Medical Report, dtd 8 Jul 52: " 	 1926 - Hydro-
arthasia (water on the knee) left knee - no recurrence -
1934-1938 - high alcohol consumption. 	 "

011

Dement V7, Page 4, lines 8-32: "Aside from efforts to get in touch
with the LIS through Colonel Shipp and others, G7M.DANO was not
ccemected with any other intelligence servioe except the British for
when be collected information on Estonia from debriefings of Bi t s from
spring /950 to the end of =mar 3.950."
Lines 21-30: " 	 Although Giordano has respect for authority and
discipline, he is stubborn and outspoken in pursuing a cause he feela
is right regardless of the authorities involved. Because of his strong
sews of honor, he would pursue a count, contrary to his higher authorities
only with their full. Imo:fledge unless he considered that course outside
the limits of his ccomultments. For this reason it is particularly
important that commitments between Giordano and DICLAIM be stated firmly
and specifically and that adherence on both sides be strictly enforced."
Lines 32.35: "...Outside his specialties be has little initiative and
would require considerable direction to be productive. He is systematic
and sensible except for occasional highly imaginative and equally
isepracticable ideas." (The next eleven lines of this same paragraph
completely refutes this - which makes this particular report rather
confusing. Perhaps it was a mistake in typing.)

Document EKE: "Wartime activities of Aleksei Kurguel, an Estord.an
nationalist who cooperated :frith a German Naval Intelligence Officer,
Peter Foist Georg Neumann (Captain) from 39411-1945) described in
Kurguelfs file. Kurgusl acted as WT specialist and trained agents to
be dropped in Estonia and Latvia. ....Both Karlsruhe and FDM feel. Neumann,
who offered his services late in 1948 and in /larch 1949, along with
those of Kurguel, is insecure ancl probably known to Soviet authorities
because of his wartime activities. It is believed that the Soviets have
made inquiries about Neumann." (This information is undated.)

Document IIII, Paragraph 14: "It is recanoended that in the future,
American personnel dealing with Alex should undertake to build his
confidence relative to American competence in the field of intelligence.
Although no actual criticism of American methods or tecbzd.ques were
voiced, there were references implying rather pointedly that, on the
basis of past eotperience, some doubt does exist especially in the
matter of administration and handling by American personnel.
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Document 4, Paragraph 2, page 1: In 1944 Kurguel returned to Estonia
and became . the 10 between the Estonian Rome guard and the OKW and also
the LO between the Estonian SS Legion smiths Wehrmacht. Later he
became associated with a Gammen Naval intelligence Officer, Korv.
Capt. Peter Ernst Georg Neumann, who was working out of Riga, Latvia.
Kurguel acted as MA Specialist for Neumann and trained agents to be

V
in Estia.on and Latvia. 	 .As one of the projects, in April,

:
edfifteen =swore chosen for a special mission. These men had

alredybeen provided by Kurguel, without the knowledge oflenmann with
double codes and ciphers and told that he, Kurguel, might join the
British to "carry ninths fight against the Russians." These =Imre
sent in, but nothing was heard from them."
Paragraph, page 21 	 "2) No Estonian sources available to this
organisation have ever included Kurguel Juliet:: of prominent pro-Alliect
Estonian Intelligence personalities residing abroad."
Paragraph 2, page 2: "Korv, Capt. Neumann is known to our station
at Karlsruhe. Late in 1948	 in March, 1949, he offered his services,
and those of KUrgmel, for agent operations in the Baltic, but both
Karlsruhe and FED felt that Neumann is insecure and probably known to
the Soviet authorities because of his wartime activities. It is
believed that Soviet authorities have been making inquiries about him.
Karlsruhe has no derogatory information on Kruguel himself and felt
that of the two Strgue/ would carry the brunt of the work."

Document 5 (Part U, PRO, Paragraphs 11 	 Giordano is inclined
to etubbcrnness which occasionally renders him difficult to handle.
This can counteracted by clearly defining, in writing, Oiordanole
job and the lines amilimits of his authority in performing that job,
and enforcing strict adherence to those limits."

Assistant Operations Officer, T/C
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