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1, As requested in reference, a summary of KURGVEL's emigration proceedure ,
is forwarded here with as attachment A (for Washington only). The summary was .
prepared by KURGVEL himeelf:

2, Attachment B consists of a letter written by KURGVEL in November 1951 to
reaspeal the BSI decision. On the advice of the BSI to await the emigration of

; his wife and son, he did not submit the letter. It is ircluded here as an ex-
planation of KURGVEL's views on his rejection by the BSI.
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SUMMARY of the U.S. IMMIGRATION CASE
of Mr. Aleksei KURGVEL

Applied for immigration to U.S.A. in Nov.1948.

Sponsorship granted in April 1949.

Documented for imnigration to U.S.A. by I.R.0. in June 1949.

Called for processing to U.S.Immigration Processing Center inWENTORF
on 15 Sept 1949, under E.C.No. 72219.

Opened his full secret activity report to the Security sSection of the
D.P.Commission in Wentorf in Oct 1949.

Automatically suspended as a Baltic Ex-soldier in Oct 194S..

Second Call Forward for Processing in Wentorf in April 1951,
under E.C.HNo.2563%88, as the first sponsor had withdrown
being unable to wait for so long time.
Accepted by the D.P.Commission on 2 May 1951.
Visa issued in July 1951.
Held back by the I.N.S.WENTORF on 3 July 1951.
Summoned by the Board of Special Inquiry of the INS in Wentorf,3l July. “
The BSI ruled (2 v. 1) that: / 1951
1) Aleksei KURGVEL is inadmissible to the United States under
Section 13 of the Displaced Persons Act of June 25,1948,as amended,
in that that he has been a member or participated in a movement
which has been hostile to the United States or form of government
of the United States,to wit: the German army and the Nazi Party;

2) Aleksei KURGVEL is inadmissible to the United States under Section
10 of the Displaced Persons Act of June 25,1948,as amended, in that
he is not an eligible displaced person as spec1f1ed under Section
2(b) of that Act;

3} Salme and Rein KURGVEL are inadmissible to the United States under
Section 10 of the Displaced Persons Act of June 25,1948,as amended,
in that they are not eligible displaced persons as specified in
the visas of their immigration visas.

Mr.Kurgvel appealed. The main points of his appeal were:

"Point 1 of the Conclusions bases upon false groundings: '
a) I have never been a member and I have never participated in the
Nazi Party.
b) I have never been a member and I have never participated in a
movement which has been hostile to the United States or the form
of government of the United States.

If the majority of the Board means with the word "movement" the
German Army, then:-~

c) I get a member of the Wehrmacht after being compulsorily mobili-
zed in August,1944.

d) T served on the Eastern Front only and didn't bear arms against

- the United States or its allies on the Western Front.

e) I started using the help of the German Army for my fight against
the communists long before 8 Dec 194l. Doing so I did not know
that the communist USSR will be later an Ally of the democratic
United States.

£) I had to do my duty of an Estonian officer. I couldn't do any-
thing by my own means only. I had to find help. There was no
other power awailable in Europe at that time who could help me.
Thus, this u51ng of»ﬁhe German . helékwas not voluntary in charac-
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", ¢..9The Authurities of the United States would be morally obliged to

oppose to my application of immigration because of ‘the disputable eli-
gibility under the Statute of the IR0, when they, after a careful con-
sideration of the case in full details, as to the sense and to the
formal prescriptions of the appropriate laws, will find me not to be
elligible.

Such a finding of fact has not been made by the Board, and therefore
point 2 of the Conclusions of Law seems not to be substantiated.

what is said about point 2,corresponds equally to point 3 of the Con-
clusions of Law,this point being a conclusion of point 2 only.

+
All these my expositions are explained in and testified by the at-
tached enclosures and in my writings mentioned on the page 4 of this
writing."
(Copied from "Enclosure No 1" to the letter of 2 Sept 1951 sent
by Mr.Kurgvel to the Representative of the LWF at Wentorf,who
had to brief his appeal.)
" T have done my duty of a qualified Estonian commissioned officer
only,as would have done any honest soldier. The United States do re-
cognize the independent Estonian Republic. Doing so,the States do re-
cognize the duties of an Estonian officer,too. I should not be worth
to be admitted into the States,if I had not behaved as I did.»
(Copied from the a/m letter to the Representative of the LWF).

The matter was discussed with Mr.S.B.Rawitz,Acting Assistant Commissioner,
I.N.S. in Munich on hand of the a/m letter of Mr.Kurgvel on 4 Sept 1951.
As a result of this discussion Mr.Kurgvel was advised to withdrow his
appeal under the condition that his femily will then be found admissible
for immigration as DP's, and he himself will be given an other possibility
to immigrate to the U.S.A. without prejudice to his reapplication within
one year.. — : )
Mr. Kurgvel agreed and withdrew his appeal (Copies of 2 letters attached.)

A second meeting of the BSI took place on 7 Sep 1951 in Munich.
Mr.Kurgvel had to sign an affidavit (copy attached) and he was told,with-
out further discussion of the case,that his status remains unchanged
whereas his family has been found admissible for immigration into the
United States.

Mr.Kurgvel filed a new application with the U.S.Consulate in Munich on
7 Sep 1951 for his separate immigration,as it was suggested that he may
be processed under Section 3(c) of Public Law 744.

Mr.Kurgvel was called by the Consulate for processing on 19 Oct 1951.
The processing was stopped because of the suspicion that he can not be
processed under Sect.3(c) being excluded under Sect.l3 of the .same Law.

At that time the immigration of his family was still not yet settled
because of the difficulties with the IR0 ( Split of Family case).
Therefore Mr.Kurgvel was advised not to file any new appeal,as this
could have endangered the immigration of his family even more.

The family of Mr.Kurgvel (Mrs.Salme Kurgvel and their son Rein) immig-
rated to U.S:/ﬂhde:,E.C.No 271032, arriving in New York on 31lJdan 1952.

His son Jaan Kurgvel“immigrated in Sep 1950 under EC No 72260 (Stud)
having received a scholarship in Agricultural College at Clemson,S.C. -
through the World Student Relief.
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.\ ﬁ 5 September,1951
U. S Immigration end Naturalisation Service

APQO 407~A, Munich Funk Kaserne

To:Mr. Almanza Trippe
Officer in Charge-

Ref: your file 407-2573

I hereby notify you that I wish to withdrow the appeal of myself
and family from the exclusion decision of the Board of Special Inquiry
convened at Hamburg,Germany on July 31,1951 for the reason that we in-
tend to seek permission to reapply for immigration to the United States
under the regular immigration quota.

Attached hereto is a request in triplicate to the Acting Assistant
Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalisation to reapply within one
year after exclusion.

Aleksei Kurgvel

Villa D 6,Emigration Center
(24a) Wentorf

Respectfully yours,

COPY.

: 5 September,1951
U.S.Immigration and Katuralisation Service
APO 407-A,Munich Funk Kaserne

To:Mr. Sidney B.Rawitz i
Acting Assistant Commissioner, ;
Immigration and Naturalisation Service

Ref: Board of Special Inquiry File no.407-2573

It is respectfully requested that I and my family be granted per-
mission to reapply for immigration to the United States within one year
after exclusion by the Board of Special Inquiry.

For your information I was found inadmissible to the United States
by the. Board of Special Inquiry convened at Hamburg,Germany on July 31 -
1951 under Section 10 and 13 of the Displaced Persons Act of June 25,:
1948 as amended, and my wife,Salme, and minor son,Rein, were found in-
admissible to the United states under Section 10 of the Displaced Per-
sons Act of June 25,1948 as amended.

I have this date notified the officer in charge of the Imiigration
and Naturalisation Service,Munich, that my appeal from the excluding
decision of the Board of Special Inquiry is being withdrawn.

Aleksei Kurgvel Respectfully yours,
Villa D 6,Emigration Center " ) X
(24a) wentorf. {

MUNICH
GERMANY AFFEDAVIT

I, ALBEKSEI KURGVEL,depose and say:
That I have been excluded from admission to the United States under the. -
US Immigration Laws without prejudice to my reapplication within one

It is my desire that my wife,SALME KURGVEL, and my son, /year.
REIN KURGVEL,precede me to the United States if they may be found
/admissible.
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I consent o their immlgratlon to the United States with full

knowledge that I may be permanently separated from them.

(Signature)

ALEKSEI KURGVEL
Subscribed and Sworn to Before Me This
7th day of September A. D.1951
at Munich,Germany R
SiPaul F.Logkwood "\ - . .. . 7

'US Immigration Imspector - -
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- According to the letter 407-2575 of the I.N.S. Munich to the U.3. D.P.

Commission in Wentorf, dated September 19,1951, Mr.Kurgvel

nwas excluded as an alien inadmissible under Section 13 of Public Law
744,as amended,without prejudice to reapplication within one year.His
wife and son were found admissible on condition that they are found to
be eligible displaced persons by the Displaced Persons Commission and
presentation of valid immigration visas." - Thus Section 10 of the
same Law was not mentioned as a reason for disqualification of Mr.K.
any longer.

The numbers of ' ae Estonian quota visas issued to Kurgvels:

Meksei Kurgvel - ho T7/2122 (probably) in JUIy’lgsl’th§:e2°t
Salme Kurgvel - " 78/2122 :
Rein Kurgvel - " 79/2122
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Alekedi RKurgvel, s.C.Bo 256388 ‘ _ ’ .

lovembar 7, 1951

Tos
Nr.3idney B.Ravits,
Acting Assistant Commiseionsr,

and

Nr. Almanga Tripp,
Officer in Charge,

UeS. Iamigration and Naturaliszation jerxvice,
vunich, Punk Kasernme.

Ref.1Board of Special Inquiry File Ko 4u7-2575 and my letters of 5 sept.

In view of the fact that your kiand advice, whicn brought me to the
£iling of the above letters and to the second heariang of my case defore
the B3I on 7 3Jeptember, has brought no posaibility for my family's imai-
gration into the UYnited 3Statea, a8 was presumed, [ heoreby request that
@y abovemsentioned latter of 5 Sept, concerning the withdrawal of ay
appesal froa the excluding degision of the Board of Special Inquiry con-
voned at wentorf on July 31,19%1,be disregarded, and my appeal be given
the quickest posaidle coansidoration.

- I xnow that the INS and the BSI have %o defend the American in-
; terests and to reapect the American laws, I do the same, and therefore
1 opened my full secret activity report to the Assrican Authorities.

I find that the ARericen laws are on my side and allow wy imamigration
into the United 3tates. Many American Authorities and members of the I8
have found the samad. I have no right to think that theas Authorities had
come to their approving deciaions by lack of knowledge of, and/or lack of
respect for, the american laws.

1 find that there is one force only which gould be interested in hinde-

ring me to go to the 3tates - the international communists. I have never
hidden my anti-comaunist attitude and I know positively tiat the comau-

nists are still intereated in me, Thersfore it may be posaible that the

comnuniats have mialed the IKS Dy presenting some false information in-

criminating @e. But I have never been told by the B3I or the 1IR3 of any

such accusation vhioch 1 could not refute and whigh,therefore, could have
beon found to be a reason for my inadmissibility. 30 1 muat suppose that
an error has happened somewhere in my immsigration case,

sErrare humanua eat*, [ should be very 'much obliged to anybody who will
teach #o that I and the American Authorities who nave found ae admisaibe
le are in error, and not the BSI who has found the contrary.
This is not only for ay and my fad.ly's immigcration, this 18 also for

' the restoration of my scldier's honor, that 1 must ask for the reconai-
deration of this case,

T0 enlighten the cass and to facilitate the review [ repeat:
A) 1 find the ducision of the B3l of 31 July 1551 erroneous decaude:

1) I have never been a member of, and 1 have never participated in, the
German tasi rfarty as was found by the B3i;

e - O \
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2) uy working a0 cont.act ‘with she Goman Army during WJorld war il can
not be taken as "being a membur® or having “participated in a movement
. which has beed hoatile to the Unitved 3tates or form of governuent of
the United states,because;

a) an ARNY 18 not a MOVEMENT, as 18 clearly seen from the relation~
ship of points (4) and (£) of 3ection Ti2.8 of the Regulations of
the Displaced rersons Comwission, ashinston,D.C., as revised in con-
nection with the amendsent of the DP Act of 1948;

b) nor can the specisl part of the (orman Army with which I vcrked,
the latelligence service (Abwenr 1), be taken for an undertaking
of the hNawi rarty. Its far djistance from the pParty was witnessed
by the facts: /
~ that its Chief, Admirid (.annr'- waa gontonngd and hangede by

the Rasi politicians; ,
- that after the formal take mlox' by the zariy oa the nighest )
level of this service thers was no change in the old correct line
ef work in the unit with which 1 worked (letacihgent 166 M): we
received our orders not fros the newv political head of the Ser-
vice, but directly froa the G.H.Q. of the Ravy on the Bastern
Front (MOK O9t), and the technical instructions froa the old
leader of the Jehrmacht Intelligence 3ervice on the Basterm Front
(Leiter Abwehr [ Qst);
-~ that besides the mentioned service of the Wehrmacht there exis-
ted a parallel Intelligence 3ervice of the liasi Party, called
*33 Jagd verbdtinder, whose proposal for collaboration [ refused
in December 1l944/January 1945
P ¢) 1 have not borne arms against the United LStates or its Allies on
: ' ‘?g;awaﬁén Front. I have borme arms only sgainst the communiat
i - e Kaatern Front. Thesé acts have boen clsarly separated
Lrom %"’ac’ﬁ" ther ia the Dr Act,as smonded, as explained in the afo-
reaentioned Regulations of the DP Commission /sect.702.8 (£)/.

, 3) The decision concerning My ineligibiliiy was made by the B3l on the
' basis that my concealment of facts before the IRy "appears to be por-
tinent and may poseibly have deen a reason for disqualification®.

This finding of the B3l could prove to de true only if the IRl were to
be glven my full secreot aotivity report and if the IR; were to apply
its old conuniat-innucncod regulations for the eligibility officers.
But,

a) I am not entitled - and also not prepared - o report my full ac-
tivity o the [70, of which comauniat ;'ussia is @ member and, al-
though no longer paying its share,in which its agents may atill be;

t) I have reported my full activity to the American juthorities and
none of them has found me to bo ineligibdle because of this aotivi-
ty itsclf; »

€) As to the Constitution of the 1RO, my activity fitis under the con-
ditions of eligibility as fixed in Remark 1 to 3ection 2 (b) of
fart 1I of this Constitution, namely: my activity constitutes a

, *mere continuation of (my) norsal peaceful activity” as a profes-
sional comsissionad officer of the Istonian Army, which [ did witn
00 "specific purpose of alding the enemy againat the sllies® but
to help free :Sstonia, which activity “ahall not be considered to
conctituts *voluniary aasistance””; which last would have besn a
reason for disqualification. ¥hen ! commenced my activity againat
Russia, she was not one 0f the Allies. HKaturslly I could not
cease this activity when sne d4ic becoie one, because she did not
change her atiitude aga.mst watoma. she remagined the worst enemy
of Ustonia, Cegler B
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4)"The BAl could not have ¢ome 10 such a decision of my ineligibility
if oy sctivity and its reasons had been given due conaideration in
the light of the Constitution of the IRU,as such, and of the amend-
ments made in Section 13 of the D Act, by which not fighling .
# nat_the united NATIUNS, but axainst the United gzggzg has been
eft in the DP Act as & ground for imadmissibility for soldiers of R
world war 1l.

5) By granting me a second hearing on 7 september and by declaring my
family to be admissidble, the BSI and the IAS have showed that they
are not bound by the inner regulations of the (R0 eligibility offi-

cers according to which the eligibility of the family depends from
the eligibility of the family-head.

Since that is 8o, then the B3I and the INS are also not bound by the
other sections of the old communist-influenced inner regulations of
the IR0 eligibility,according to which alone 1 could have been found
ineligible.

As the BSl found me inelisible not because of my activity itself but
because of the possibility that the 1RU could have disqualified me

( when applying the old regulations which are in strict contradiction
t0 the DP Act,as amended), then this decision of the BSI can not corw
respond to the intent of the DP Act,as amended, and must,therefore,
be erronecus.

B) the main data of sy m.litary servics and anti-comauniss,and
. antienasl activity.

in September 1923 [ entered Rstonian Army (Military College).

on 1 psc. 1924 the ocommunista,coming from Rusaia, tried a coup d'stat
in Estonia. Th® Rstonian recognised then already that tne treaties
signed with the communists have no value,that the comaunists are and
reiain snemies 0f the dewmocratic people, vhatever they may talk and
promige, I was aware of ghis fact, too, and in

fodbru 1926 [ started my carrer of a professional commiss, officer,

Since 1934 { worked in the I1 3ection (Intelligence anf Toreigh Relations
of tne Estonian G.H.Q.

in 3ept.1939 the communist iussia oprussed a treaty of "sutual defencef
upon gstonia. :

In June 194¢ the same communist ussia ocoupied patonla,violuting all :
the tresties still in vigour between the U33R and Bstonia, tovk over |
the power and formed a n Rstontan communist puppet government. .

L In the night of 24/2% June 194¢ 1 was made a proposal to enter the Ruse !

' s&in secret Servics as a spy. i refused but was “sranted time to think

. over the situation”, iAs 1 did not change ay attitude, )

on 3 Jyly 194y my dismissal from the G.H.Q was ordured by the Russians.
it was clear to me what would happen had { remained in the haends of
comrunists taen; aurderea or d.ported to lussia, to die there, as hap-
pened to over §5 < of my candades who could not escape. '
1 was not releaged from ay of.icer's duties by ithe legal Estonian :
Government. | had to remsmber and to folliow my Cath of Aliegiance; C
"to reaain truaty to the democratic sstonian Hepudblie, to d.fend the )
fstonian republic against its enem.es,using all my wits and strengtin®. )
I could not do anything when remaining in 3sionia and thus cauguat by . ]
the lurking comaunists.

Gn 4 July I fled, helped by the vorman Military Attaches. I did this not " '
only for saving aysself and my faaily, but for remarning able to do
my duty as an Zstonian ofidcer. .
7he Germans were the single foreigh force who dared to offer a possi=- . ;
bility of flight before the comamunist persecution to some zZstonian

. -
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. Gffiders,d .spite tne fact tnat Essi Gersany was in very good relations
witn tue communiast iuasia in those days. L had no possidility to escape
to any other country. v
Arrived in Berlin . reéported to the Zstonian Military Attache in Germa-
ny who had refused 10 retura to Sstonia as was ordered by the pup,et ’
government. un his knowledge | reported to the German Wehraacht intel-
ligence service and asiked to de appylied against the coamunists who werse
annihilating Estonia.

N ' ?

_tIan August 194G I was offered to enter Gerxman citizenship. I refused.

 3ept.194¢ - June 1341 1 nad to earn sy own and the family's living by

: doing statistical-informational work with the "[.G.Farben™ in 3erlin.

"In the same time i louked for volunte«ra among the Estoniane who eacaped

’ to gemany in Januar 1941 under tie mask of "Umsiedlung®, who would be
prepared to participate in reliberation of Istonia from the communists,

simultaneoualy 1vpreacned” to the sSstonians in casps 0f these “Umasiedler":

- ot to surrendcer to the (erman Kasi propaeganda which liked to coavert
thege Zstonians 1o exalted Masi-(ermans. Tais my work brought me to
draving of the leaflet,a copy of which is attached to the brief filed
by the Representative of the Lutheran world Fed ration Mr.Christianeea
on my behalg, to the INS in Munich (Saclosure lo 2). :

rros June 194C to August 1944 [ worked together wvith the [atelligence
3ervices of tne German Vehrmacht and of the Fimnish Army, enjoging
the position of an xstonian volunteer in Fionisgh Army, id Csptain's
‘rank. I participated in reliberution of Zetomia and later in sending
Estonian and Russian volunte:rs as agente bshind the Ruasien front.
#y main task during ali this tizme was to help Zstonia and the Estonians
deported frow Bstonis to Kusulis.

furing this time the offer to accept the (erwan citisenship was repoated
to @e 2 or 3 times together with an offer to enter the German Aray,the
wWwehrasacht. I refused all these ofteres.

Although wanted by the uerman "Sicherheits ilenst® as an Zstonian patriot,
but protected by my status of an offjcer of the Finnish AEF v 1 draf-
ted and filed two bbg memormnda branding uhe German Nesi politice in
%3tonia and demanding the restauration of iLae Estonian Republic. _

'In February 1944, in coanegtion with this my political activity i was tem-
porarily suspended from oy work and I was suasoned before the highest
ohief of the Intel.igence 3ervice of the German “Hecresgru;ye Norg" of
the Bastern Front. Having based my writings on facts only, [ was reha=-
bilitated. :

1n August 1944 | was released on wy own requesat from the Finnish Army and

. from the German unit 16 which I was detached.
imoediately aftor, this [ was compulsorily enliated by tue Germans 1n
Taliinn, as an Istonian Qfficer.
I was sent a3 an stonian Lialeson (fficer %o the Cii.C.0f the German
Jehrmacht operating in Estonia., iy task was to protect the Esionian
unite ayainat the false accusations which the Gerwan Liaison ¢f:icers
of these unita reported to tne higher Cerman H.Q's.

In Cotober 1944, after wilhdrawal of Gersagn troups from Estomisa and aecond

occupation of istonia by tae communiats, I Jjoined the unit "lodK® of
the German wWearmacht intel.igence scrvice. This unit woiked in contact
with the German Havy in the Haluic sea and was the aingle instrtution
witn whose help [ could go on, in those turbulent days of Gsrman chao-
tic retreat, worki for tne future beanefit of Sstonie.

In Tecember 1944 the lhtelligence _ervice of the kazi Party,the *38 Jagd
Verblinde® asked me to join this orgunisation and 10 help them to orge-
nize some Latonian work. I refused this offer because [ realised from
the first talks : had, taat this work was not sheduled to come to the
vanefit of the Lstunian people and of the rstonian Aepublic.
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" 1n® April 1945 1 tried to contact the ABcricwn ArRy Intelligence service

in germany,but failed. Suv I could not report my ssionisa work whish
I had prepared for being used by the Western Demucracibe,after the
Gerszan collaps, for the unavoidable fignt againet the comuunisis, be
tnis fight "cold" or very hot. )

¢n May 4,194 I came through the front line and reported syself, my aen
and the abovueaentioned istonian work tot the Br:itish Inteliigence:
36rvice . .

I vas held by the British until august 1946,when 1 was released and Rel-
ped as a Displaced rerson or Refugee to my family in a IP cagp in
dritish ione of Germany.

1 have told already why I couli not report ay full activity to the

intemational U.l.R.KR.iA. an¢ later to the 1efiele
I t0ld my full story to the Jecurity officers of the D' Comaiesion
in Jentorf as soon as 1 ot in touch with thea 1n October 1949.

1 have done @y duty of an £stonian officer only. I did this a5 a
real soldier und.r the stake of my own and ay family's life and secu-

Tity., 1 d¢id this in an unvavering falth that the weatern Dsmocracies,

i

although temporary compelied to collaborate with the coamunist Russia, !

will remain democratic thimselves and will therefore nhelp free those
democTatic States which the communist Russia swalloved during world
war Ii.

!

The United States have not recognised the annexatioa of the Lstonian;
Republic by the comaunist iusaia, The States still recognize the in-~

dcpsndent Batonian Hepublic. Doing 80 the States are entitled to
d.mand that an Bstonian officer fulfils his duty againat his endengo-
red rspublic, iike an Aserican officer has %0 do his duty. The United
3tates would hgve thy right not to0 let me iaszigrete into the 3tates
had I not fougnt the communists enemies of Estonia, had 1 not used
every help availadble to wme for this fight . The United states have
used the help of comzunists against the Kaii Gersany,becauss il sav
the 3States menaced by tne last, why could I not use the help of the
Goragn wWehrmacht axainst the same comunists who were anninilating
the Estonian pecple and Republic? The 3tates have changed its poli-
t103; The communiat sussia 1@ not more an Ally, but an enemy. The

DP Act was ghanged accordingly. I have not changed sy policy: 1 have
reaained snti-comsunist as 1 have been all the time. Why,then, am I
inadaiscidble for imnigration into the United dtates?
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