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SUBJECT: Birthed Belts, Krupp General Manager, Yisits Poland.

The visit of Berthold REITZ, General Manager of the Krupp empire, to
Poland, in February, to tour industrial •stablishaente and to carry on
discussions with Polish officials, including Foreign Minister MACK', was
announced by the Krupp Public Relations Department on March 5, 1958. The
official announcement, which added no details beyond those preeentnd
shove, was apparently evoked by an editorial appearing in the March 1/2,
1958 edition of Der Mittac, the first known press break on the story.

The editorial reads as follows,

"Kravis and Poland.

While Alfried Krupp is being received with oozy varied receptions
in Australia his deputy, BEITZ, visited the Polish Foreign Minister
WACKY. The Federal Government has nothing to do with this, we are
told fron Bonn. There remains the question to be answered, what subjects
Belts dealt with in a °lengthy discussion* with Rapacki, who is the
Foreign Minister mad not Minfater for Bcoaomics. Tho idea of letter
eoonomic relations with Poland la nothing unueual. German goods are
certainly very Ranh desired in Poland and other Mast Bloc countries. We
could aloe imagine that Polaad would pay for them with coal from Upper
Silesia. The distance from Upper Silesia to West Berlin, for instance,
Is no greater than that frost the Ruhr. Bat what has RapaCki, a man who
is not only Foreign Minister but also tho father of the Rapaoki plan,
to do with it? To begin with we would assume that the firm of Krupp
and Rapacki have not talked about foreign policy, i.e. about an atom-
free ions. Should this have been the ease, it would appear to us not
only stupid but also useless. Should on the other hand, as we &einem,
the subject of the discusaions have been trade relations between the
two countries, then the approach to the Foreign Minister can only WIWI
that the extent if planned contracts eximseda the loop, of the normal
exchange of payments and that trade agreements and loans are being
planned for this purpose. That again would be more than what is
usual and would therefore be very interesting. Although we are

, assured that the Federal Government has nething to do with this, we
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could imagine that it would be very inserdsted to closer trade
relations with Poland as a substitute for diplomatio relatioas whioh
at this nonmat would be hard to establish. By the nature of snob
things direct political offsets are not to be •xpeoted. One might,
however, consider whether this would not decrease tension between
Clammy and Poland, a foot that night serve a general inprovesmat of
relations between fast and lest by eliminating the keirshosms of oontro.
•ereiee.

P. Luddism
Amerioan Consul General
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