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SUBJECT: Borthold Beits, Krupp General Mansger, Visits Folend. // '

‘ The visit of Berthold BEITZ, General Mamager of the Krupp empire, to

Poland, in Fedruary,to tour industrial establishments and to carry on
digcussions with Polish officials, including Poreign Minis ter RAPACKY, wae
amnounced by the Krupp Public Relations Department on March 3, 1958. The
offioial anncuncesent, wvhich added no details beyond those preaentdd
above, was apparently evoked by an editorial sppearing im the March 1/2,
1958 edition of Der Mittag, the first known press dreak on the story.

The editorisl reads as followas

"Krupp and Poland.

\

" While Alfried Krupp ie being roceived with very varied receptions
in Australie, his deputy, BEITE; visited the Polish Foreign Minigter
BAPACKI. The Pedersl Government has mothing to do with this, we are
told from Bomn. There remains the question to be answered, what sudbjects
Beits dealt with in a "lemgthy discussion™ with Bapacki, who- 1is the
Foroign Minister sad not Ninbter for EBoonomios. The idea of detter
soonomic relations with Poland is nothing unugual. GCorman goods are
certainly very much desired in Poland and other Bast Bloc countries. We
could also imagine that Foland womld pay for theam with ocosl froam Upper
Silesia. The distance from Upper Silesia to West Borlin, for instance,
‘4s no greater than that from ths Buhr. Bat wvhat has Bapacki, a man who
is not only Foreign Minister but also the father of the Rapacki plan,
to do with 1t? 7o begin with we would sssume that the firm of Krupp
snd Bapacki have not talked about foreign polioy, i.e. about an atom-
free sone. Should this have been the osse, it would appear to us not
only stupid dut zlse useless. Should on the other hand, as ve assume,
the subject of the discussions have been trade relations between the
two countries, thsa the approasch to the Foreign Minister can only sean
that the exteat of planned contrscts exeeeds the socope of the normal
exchange of payaemts and that trede agreemsts and loane are being
planned for this purpose. That sguin would be more than what 1s
usual and would therefore be very interesting. Ailthough ve are
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assured that the PFedersl Goverament has nething to do with thia, we
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oould imagine that it would be very iutervsted in closer trade
relations vith Poland as a sudsstitute tor Jiplomatio relatioms which
at this moment would be hard to ostadlieh. By the nature of suwoh
. things direot politioal effects are not to be expeoted. Ome might,
.. however, conaider whether this would not deorsase tensiom betveen
Germany and Poland, s fuot that might serve a genersl improvesemt of
relations betveen Zast and West by olhiuung the harshuness of contro~

versieg.»

Amarican Congul General

Distridbutions
5 POL, doembasay, Bonn
2 Files and Bapoords, Aaembassy, Bonn
1 OCA, Amesbassy, Boan

2 0CA, Amoccugem, Frenfurs
1 cacl, Amcongen: Bremen, Hambdurg, hmkturt. Stuttgart and Munioch

1 US Mission, Berlim.
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